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When you walk into the gallery and workshop at Huon 
Pine Gallery and Shop in Strahan, you will be greeted by 

the distinctive smell of  Tasmania’s famous Huon Pine and 
the aromatic oil finishes that are used on the timber work.

Then you will begin to look closer at the displays of 
beautiful woodwork, admiring the many pieces created 

from Tasmania’s rainforest timbers.
As your eye wanders further, you may see some of 

the in-house craftspeople at work or talking, laughing, 
creating, dreaming or imagining.  

There is always something happening and there are more 
ideas for pieces than we have time to create them!

Not all ideas become reality, but we have fun designing 
and dreaming.

 

Huon Pine Gallery and Shop - Strahan - Handcrafted Huon Pine WaresHuon Pine Gallery and Shop - Strahan - Handcrafted Huon Pine Wares

New bike track really pumping!
In a celebration of community col-

laboration and commitment to the great 
outdoors, the Queenstown Pump Track 
was officially opened on Saturday 
January the 6th. The opening brought 
together bike riders and members of the 
community to mark the completion of 
a project that was born 100% from the 
community. 

A pump track is a cycling circuit 
with rollers (undulating bumps), berms 
(banked turns) and jumps.  
Unlike traditional biking trails, rid-
ers navigate using a pumping motion, 
propelling themselves forward without 
pedalling. Pump tracks are a great safe 
place to develop bike skills for riders 
of all ages and skill levels, making it a 
particularly important asset in a com-

Continued on page 5
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Here at the Western Echo we love a good debate. If you have a concern, griev-
ance, pet hate or even wish to congratulate someone for doing the RIGHT thing, 
then this is the place for it. Please note though, that everyone has the right to re-
ply to your letter and we at the Western Echo are under no obligation to publish if 
things look like they are getting out of hand. We do reserve the right to edit letters 
for reasons such as clarity and length. Other than that, feel free to have YOUR 
say.

Letters  to the editor...

Editor:  Alan Jennison   0488 2782 99  alan@westernecho.news

New General Manager 
for West Coast council

To the Editor. 
So it's come to this now. 
A 63 year old resident having to mow 

nature strips to mitigate the control of 
vermin in our town. 

Overgrown and neglected footpaths 
hide potentially dangerous and hazard-
ous risks like, potholes, depressions, 
uneven ground, exposed tree roots, and 
snakes etc.

Our rates increase EVERY YEAR 
while our council services reduce. 

The current WCC does not spend its 
income from rates, mining royalties etc 
in a fair and equitable way. 

The smaller towns always miss out on 
funds.

This smacks of hypocrisy as the cur-
rent major demanded a fairer share of 
mining royalties for the WCC from the 
state government. 

Our town halls/ footpaths etc are in 
serious need of maintenance and repair 
and the public toilets are disgraceful. 

The proof that this council thinks little 
of its own workforce is that a submis-
sion to council by its own workforce to 
employ an OHS officer and and an inter-
nal training coordinator after the tragic 
death of a worker recently was rejected. 

I have extensive knowledge and 
experience in both of these roles having 
worked many years for regional coun-
cil's and LGAQ.(now retired).

I feel that it's time for ALL rate pay-
ers/residents alike to demand a better 
service from this current council, after 
all we voted them in to work for the 
ENTIRE WEST Coast and not just for a 
couple of towns. 
regards. Peter Downey. 

The West Coast Council is very 
pleased to announce that we have 
secured Ms Ciara Spencer as our next 
General Manager.

West Coast Mayor, Shane Pitt, said 
that he was confident that Ms Spencer 
would make an outstanding leader of 
the Council.

“Ms Spencer is highly credentialed, 
having most recently been employed 
as the Head of the Consular and Crisis 
Management Division at the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade,” 
Mayor Pitt said.

“In her diverse career, Ciara has 
worked closely with all levels of 
government, including local govern-
ment, and I have no doubt that she has 
the skills and experience necessary to 
undertake the role of Council General 
Manager with great success.”

Mayor Pitt said that Ms Spencer had 
grown up on the North West Coast be-
fore leaving to further her studies first at 
the Australian National University, and 
then Leiden University in the Nether-
lands.

“It’s always great when a high-achiev-
ing Tasmanian returns home and we feel 
so lucky that Ciara has decided to join 
our West Coast community.”

Mayor Pitt paid tribute to outgoing 
General Manager David Midson.

“David has been a tower of strength in 
the Council during a period of con-
siderable challenge and uncertainty, 
including the COVID pandemic and the 

current uncertainty about the future of 
aquaculture in Macquarie Harbour.

“I thank Mr Midson on behalf of our 
community, and wish him all the best 
for the future.”

Ms Spencer said that she was excited 
by the opportunities and challenges the 
position presented.

“In choosing to apply for the role, 
I was attracted to the strength of the 
community in the West Coast and the 
passion of the Council and its staff to 
deliver on the community’s ambition for 
a dynamic and vibrant future, and a fair 
go for all.

“While there are a lot of challenges 
in the West Coast region, particularly in 
terms of housing, health care and educa-
tion, each brings with it the opportunity 
for new ideas and different ways of 
doing things.”

Ciara will be moving to Tasmania 
with her family, to enjoy the spectac-
ular landscapes, explore more of the 
West Coast region and spend time with 
extended family.

Ms Spencer commences in the role in 
February.

To the Editor.  
Mining royalties. 

Yes, I agree with what the mayor said 
wanting 30 percent of the mining royal-
ties returned to the west coast and why 
not? Take West Zeehan for example, 
after 140 years of mining we still have 
open stagnant drains and no sewage, 
most of the mining royalties have con-
tinuously been syphoned off and spent 
elsewhere and I disagree with what the 
columnist said about the mining royal-
ties in the Mercury. 

The reason we have a declining west 
coast is because the mines have adopted 
a 12 hour 4 panel shift rosters and they 
advertise the jobs as drive in and drive 
out , 7 on 7 off , so those who travel 
from far away do nothing other than 
eat work and sleep, then  when rostered 
off they’re gone and they have taken 
the money with them with very little 
support for our mining towns.

 The locals refer to them as seagulls. 
So, for the west coasters living else-
where you ask what they are doing for 
the mining towns, answer: very little 
they have become seagulls. 

The only way to encourage people 
with young families back to live on 
the west coast is for the mines to bring 
back the 8 hour shifts 40-hour week that 
will require more employees and more 
housing. This will be a lot healthier than 
working a 84 hour week and until that 
happens, which it won’t, the mining 
towns on the west coast will remain 
dormant. 

The Government should improve ser-
vices for example Zeehan could do with 
a full-time residential Doctor a Nurs-
ing Home and a fully enclosed heated 
swimming pool and for the council to 
stop charging exorbitant amounts of 
rates and do something about cleaning 
up west Zeehan. 

Simple basic services like that may 
deter people from leaving and maybe 

The following numbers may be useful
Snake Catcher - Ange 0409 164 394 
Emergency 	 000
SES		  132500	 TasNetworks			   132004
Trees across local roads	 (West Coast Council)		 6471 4700
Trees across main roads	 1300 139 933
Tas Police - non emergency	 131444

encourage people to move back, after 
all Zeehan is the central hub of the west 
coast and we are surrounded by 4 fully 
operational and profitable mines. Oh, 
and one stagnant copper mine.  
 Grant Hodge Zeehan.

We now have a launch date and an offical name for the next parkrun in Tasmania 
and the first for the West Coast.  

Zeehan Golf Club parkrun will launch on Saturday, Feb. 10 at 9:00am, starting at 
Zeehan Golf Club. It will be only the second parkrun in Australia to start with the 
letter ‘Z’ – a real draw card for parkrun tourists (yes that’s a thing)!

A couple of trial runs are scheduled for late January iron out any issues with the 
course.  Join the FB group for more details (Proposed Zeehan parkrun).

Now is the time to ensure you are registered and ready for parkrun!  
 Go to parkrun.com.au to find out how to register and get your barcode.  
It is a free, weekly, timed 5km event where you can run, walk or volunteer.   
The sustained success of parkrun will come down to the volunteers – around five 
volunteers are needed each and every week for the event to run.  We will have a 
rotating roster so everyone gets a go and has a break as well.  Thank you to those 
people who have already reached out to pledge their support.

Participating in parkrun can 
bring so many health and wellbe-
ing benefits – physical, mental and 
social.  The regular and reliable 
routine of participating in parkrun 
each and every Saturday can be the 
perfect cornerstone of a postive new 
year resolution to be healthier and 
happier.

We would like to say a big thank our foundation supporters for funding the initial 
startup costs.  Avebury Nickel, MMG, West Coast Council and Hydro Tasmania 
have all provided generous amounts to ensure this parkrun gets up and running!   
We also would like to thank Parks & Wildlife for providing permission to operate 
on their land – our course incorparates part of the Spray tunnel MTB track.   
Also a huge thanks to the West Coast Council and Zeehan Golf Club for letting us 
operate in this area and use your facilities.

Watch this space in the next Western Echo edition for a wrap up of the parkrun 
launch, including photos!
Josh Dean – co-Event Director, Zeehan Golf Club parkrun

First West Coast parkrun approved for Zeehan
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Have your say on salmon farming
Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek 

announced a review of salmon farming 
in Macquarie Harbour. This review is 
examining the decision to expand farm-
ing in the harbour (although levels are 
now much lower than at the height of 
the expansion). 

The outcome of the review could 
have significant negative consequences 
for Strahan and the West Coast and it 
is vital that all of us stand up for our 
community. 

The Council will be putting in a 
submission outlining the impacts of the 
Ministers decision on our community, 
but ask all to consider doing the same.

It is important that we the people on 
the West Coast, those most affected by 

her decision have our say, rather than 
those in the big cities that are noisy but 
are not impacted. 

Submissions close on 2nd February 
and background information can be 
found here https://consult.dcceew.gov.
au/epbc-macquarie-harbour submissions 
can be made here https://epbcpublicpor-
tal.awe.gov.au/.../project-decision/....

In addition to making a submission 
you can also share your view with us at 
Council and we encourage you to talk 
to your local politicians as well so they 
know how important this is to you.

It is vital our communities voice is 
heard on this decision that impacts us.

Council’s Annual Plan and Budget is 
an important document which guides the 
work of the Council team over a finan-
cial year and sets the resource allocation 
Council provides to projects and prior-
ities.

It is important in any Annual Plan that 
priorities are clearly identified and have 
appropriate resources allocated that 
allow them to be achieved. The number 
of priorities or projects that are included 
in the Annual Plan will be limited to 
ensure that they are achievable within 
the financial year. This means that it is 
important to identify both areas where 
Council should do more, and areas 
where Council can do less. New ideas 
cannot be implemented without finding 
savings or increasing revenue.

To help guide Council in setting 
the Annual Plan and Budget, Council 
invites input from the Community. 
Priorities and projects should be linked 
to the West Coast Community Plan 2025 
and other strategies adopted by Council. 
These documents can be found on our 
website and are available at our office. 
Ideas not linked to strategies are less 
likely to be included in the Annual Plan.

Council welcomes input for the ques-
tions in the following survey.

Please note there is no longer a sepa-
rate “budget bid” process. If you have 
an idea that you think Council should 
pursue, please have your say now.

To have your say, please complete the 
survey by 5PM Monday 5th February 
2024.

WCC Annual Plan

Child Sexual Abuse Victim - Survivor Advisory Group
The Tasmanian Government is seeking expressions of interest from adult victim-survivors and parents  
or carers of victim-survivors to form an Advisory Group to inform Tasmania’s approach to preventing  
and responding to child sexual abuse. 

The Advisory Group will ensure the perspectives of people with lived experience shape our response  
to child sexual abuse and our implementation of recommendations from the Commission of Inquiry  
into the Tasmanian Government’s responses to child sexual abuse in institutional settings.

We are seeking up to 12 individuals who will be appointed for a two-year term.

For further information or to register your interest, please visit  
keepingchildrensafe.tas.gov.au  
or use QR code. 

Applications are open now and close on 19 January 2024.

Teepookana ahead!

West Coast Wilderness Railway’s 
summer is steaming ahead with dou-
ble daily departures of the Lynchford 
Express undertaken throughout most of 
January, whilst the Rail and Infrastruc-
ture teams ready the Strahan side for 
departures from February 27, 2024.

Strahan’s newest experience, the Tee-
pookana and the King experience will 
be a 2.5-hour return journey to Lower 
Landing, serviced by the newly refur-
bished Drewry Locomotive No. 1 (D1).

“We’re excited to be heading back 
into the rainforest in February and the 
team are creating new experiences, such 
as a guided flora walk for passengers at 
Lower Landing,” says Ian Robertson, 
WCWR General Manager. 

“The Lynchford experience from 
Queenstown has been well received as 
a heritage rail experience and very busy 
throughout January, however, there is 
still demand for a strong wilderness 
journey and we believe the Strahan ex-
perience will fit this niche very well for 
now,” says Mr. Robertson.

The Teepookana and the King experi-
ence is scheduled to depart at 10:00am, 
Monday to Friday from Regatta Point 
Station. Prices start at $55 per adult in a 
Heritage Carriage and $95 in a Wilder-
ness Carriage. 

Work on the middle section of the 
railway between Lower Landing and 
Lynchford is ongoing.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT AMELIA
0490 871 800 / amacreadie@wnwworking.com.au

Looking for work?
Not sure on the next steps?
Want to upskill through study or training?
Are you looking to take a different career path?
Re-entering the workforce?

JUMP INTO THE 
UNKNOWN WITH 
WEST NORTH WEST 
WORKING
Let’s start the conversation about your next 
moves with employment, education & training.

www.wnwwork ing .com .au

New bike track really pumping!
munity with mountain  bike trails on 
its doorstep. We have constructed this 
pump track with the local kids in mind 
and it is best suited to bikes with wheels 
up to 26 inches.

As well as an important place for 
skills development, the Pump Track 
creates a space for residents to come 
together, stay active, and enjoy the great 
outdoors. It's an investment in the health 
and happiness of our community and 
kids.

The Pump Track is a result of true 
community collaboration. It's inspiring 
to see local businesses, community 
organisations, and the Council come 
together to create something that will 
benefit our residents. While the track 
was primarily delivered by volunteers of 
the West Coast MTB Club, a large num-
ber of local organisations and business-
es played a part in its realisation. The 
Queenstown Lions Club firstly initiated 
the project, while Williams Earthmoving 
Queenstown and Gaspersics Contracting 
played pivotal roles in the construction, 
providing materials, equipment and 
expertise. Council is the land owner and 
have granted a license to the Club to 
develop and manage the facility. Soggy 
Brolly contributed the signage design. 

We have initially constructed the 
track out of gravel and hope to take on 

Continued from front page 
Photos by Alan Jennison feedback from local kids and riders on 

what they like and what they’d like to 
see more of. We are lucky in that this 
approach gives us the creative freedom 
to modify and add to the track before we 
seek to get it surfaced down the track 
hopefully. 

The opening of the track saw a 
remarkable turnout despite the stifling 
heat. Senator Anne Urquhart attended 
to officially inaugurate the pump track 
by cutting a red ribbon, after which a 
stream of kids on bikes eagerly flooded 
through. The event featured a celebra-

tory barbecue, generously sponsored by 
Evans IGA Supermarket, and cooked by 
the Queenstown Lions Club. 

As the Queenstown Pump Track opens 
to the community, it stands not only as 
a space for riders but also as a commit-
ment to the development of the West 
Coast as a mountain biking centre - a 
vision born of and nurtured by the dedi-
cated spirit of our community. 
By Alex Burgess-Norris, West Coast 
MTB Club

These are some of the people that helped make this happen. 
Back row, L-R: Trevor Grigson, Deb Bourke, Aaron Stewart, Ben Webb 
Front row, L-R:Pete Hammond, Katy Usher, Alex Burgess-Norris, Jesse Elcombe

Photo at right, Parks and Wildlife Ranger, 
Ella Ballhausen brought a display along as 
part of the Discovery Rangers program. 
Shown here with Azaria Jackson, 11 from 
Queenstown



I’m just a single mum, what can I do? This project was funded 
by Skills Tasmania 

 “ The assistance was amazing and 
has helped me so much...I thank all 
of you for your amazing support.”

“ Thank you for all your help  
and motivation.”

“ The course surpassed all my 
expectations, providing an insightful 
and enriching overview of the skills and 
knowledge essential for a successful 
transition into the professional world.”

PARTICIPANT FEEDBACK
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It’s a West Coast kind of Christmas

Just a few photos from the Christmas celebrations in Queenstown above with 
photos by Andrew Bomber Shea of Bombers Photography, (see more of his work 
on Facebook) .

Below we have Zeehan’s Christmas parade and party (photos by Alan Jennison). 
Lots of smiling faces and happy people, which is the way Christmas should be.
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The Tasmanian salmon 
aquaculture industry will 
partner with the Australian 
Government’s Fisheries 
Research & Development 
Corporation (FRDC), in a 
major initiative to stimulate 
dissolved oxygen levels in 
Macquarie Harbour.

This program is called 
the Macquarie Harbour 
Oxygenation Project or 
MHOP for short. 
The Institute for Marine and Antarctic 
Studies (IMAS) will lead the scientific 
evaluation program to assess the 
efficacy and environmental response to 
the oxygenation.  This evaluation will be 
critical in assessing the feasibility and 
scalability of the system. 

The Macquarie Harbour Oxygenation 
Project (MHOP) will run over two years 
in a Tasmania-first trial of engineering 
solutions to enhance oxygen levels in a 
major waterway.

Salmon Tasmania CEO, Luke Martin, said 
the project could cost up to $6 million 
over the next two years and represented 
the industry’s major contribution to the 
Maugean Skate Conservation Recovery 
Plan, and would further elevate the 
sustainability principles underpinning 
aquaculture in the harbour.

“The salmon industry has been operating 
out of Macquarie Harbour for 37 years and 
the people who work of this industry care 
deeply about the marine environment 
they live and work within every day,” Mr 
Martin said.

“The industry has been raising concerns 
about the decline in the Maugean Skate 
for some time and funded much of the 
research into the species. 

‘It’s important to recognise there are a 
range of factors influencing the oxygen 
levels in the Harbour and the decline of 
the skate, which is widely accepted as 
now extinct in Bathurst Harbour where 
there is obviously no aquaculture. 

‘The industry has also more than halved 
its biomass levels in Macquarie Harbour 
since 2017, and this has had no apparent 
impact on the dissolved oxygen levels in 
the water system. Clearly the issues are 
far more complex than simply removing 
the salmon. 

Mr Martin said the Australian Government 
had recently announced funding for 
the establishment of a captive breeding 
program, as recommended by its Species 
Conservation Task Force.
“We will now take the lead in the second 
priority outlined by that Task Force: an 
initiative to directly improve the oxygen 
levels in the harbour to support the Skate 
and further offset the impact of our 
operations on the marine environment,” 
Mr Martin said.

‘The only thing removing the aquaculture 
from the Harbour is certain to achieve is 
the total and unacceptable devastation 
of the West Coast community, with 
economic shockwaves and the loss of 
hundreds of jobs right across Northern 
and North-West Tasmania. With no surety 
this would make any difference for the 
Skate.

‘These oxygenation projects are proven 
to work in other marine environments, 
and is potentially a long-term solution 
to improve the harbour for the skate, 
and secure the economic lifeblood of a 
number of communities. 

‘We can strike a balance here between 
conservation outcomes and the economic 
and social wellbeing of regional Tasmania, 
and the industry is determined to lead 
this path.

to  Watch  the  video:
Scan the 
QR code

go to: 
www.bit.ly/MHOPor
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Tales from a Zeehan graveyard
TALES FROM THE ZEEHAN GENERAL (PIONEER) CEMETERY.      MUCH LOVED AND ADMIRED YOUNG SCHOOL TEACHER PASSES AWAY

Congratulations to young West Coast Visitor Centre team leader
Congratulations to our Team Leader 

Bron, who recently notched up fifteen 
years working at the West Coast Visitor 
Information Centre,

Under Bron’s leadership the Centre 
has maintained a strong presence with-
in the Tasmanian tourism sector over 
the last decade - a massive feat given 
impacts from covid, budget restraints 
and changes to how people plan their 
travel. 

Bron’s extensive skills and experi-
ence ensure the Centre is a key com-
ponent in the visitor journey, working 
with operators, regional organisations 
and government agencies to promote 
the West Coast as a key destination. 
Guiding a small (but mighty) team, 
Bron has placed the Centre as a must 

On Friday, February 14, 1913, at the 
Zeehan District Hospital, Eleanor Ro-
samond Millnott (Nellie) Barker, dearly 
beloved eldest daughter of Alfred Her-
bert and Helen Margaret Barker, passed 
away aged just 19 years and 6 months.  
She had been taken to the hospital 
some three weeks before, and had been 
suffering from a number of ailments, 
against which she had fought bravely, 
and, although she had rallied on several 
occasions, there was very little hope 
from the beginning of her illness.  

Nellie was very well known and liked 
by a large circle of friends.  She was 
born in Zeehan and educated at the East 
Zeehan State School.  As a child she 
was an accomplished singer, and like 
most females of those times, good at 
sewing.  In 1910 she passed the exam-
ination entitling her to enter the Teach-
er Training College at Hobart, where 
she studied diligently, and after two 
years there she was appointed teacher 
at the school where she received her 
primary education.  In addition to this, 
she was involved with the Presbyterian 
Church as a Sunday School teacher.  

She continued her studies in the ma-
triculation course at the Zeehan School 
of Mines evening classes.  After the 
University examinations in November 
1912, she became ill, and as her condi-

tion gradually became worse, causing 
grave fears, she was admitted to the 
Zeehan hospital on the 21st of January 
where an operation by Dr. Terence 
Butler revealed the 
full seriousness of 
her condition.  De-
spite however, the 
most unremitting 
care and nursing, 
she gradually sank, 
passing away 
peacefully at about 
6.30 in the evening 
on Valentine’s Day.  
The exact nature 
of her illness was 
not recorded in the 
newspaper.  Nellie 
was of a sensitive 
and loving nature, 
and popular with 
her students and 
her fellow teachers.  

Nellie’s funeral 
took place on the 
following Sunday 
afternoon at 3:30. 
Before the funeral 
left her parents’ house in Hunter Street 
(which was in the area of Stops Street 
and Fowler Street), a short and impres-
sive service was held by the Reverend 

C.W.T. Headen, and at the graveside 
he was assisted in the burial service by 
the Reverend C.C. Dugan, M.A.  The 
cortege was headed by the members 

of the United 
Ancient Order 
of Druids, (the 
U.A.O.D.) where 
her father was 
an adherent, the 
pall−bearers being 
fellow−employees 
of her father at 
“The Zeehan and 
Dundas Herald” 
office.  About 
sixty children of 
the Presbyterian 
Sunday School 
and scholars from 
her State School 
class followed 
carrying the floral 
tributes.  

The very large 
attendance of 
about 500 people 
(about 10% of the 
total population 

of Zeehan at the time) was an eloquent 
testimony of sympathy with the be-
reaved parents; and the many beautiful 
wreaths and crosses of flowers sent by 

friends gave silent expression to the 
general feeling of sorrow at the early 
demise of a young life so full of prom-
ise forever to be unfulfilled.  

“The Zeehan and Dundas Herald” 
compiled a list of 75 families or indi-
viduals who sent wreaths, and there 
were several more from school chil-
dren whose names they were unable to 
ascertain.  

That evening at the service held in 
the Presbyterian Church the Rever-
end C.W.T. Headen again referred in 
feeling terms to their departed sister, 
and the “Dead March in Saul” was 
played by the organist, Miss Jennie 
Reid, while the congregation remained 
standing.  

Sadly, the exact whereabouts of 
Nellie’s grave isn’t known today, due 
to record keeping errors in the past 110 
years.  She is certainly buried in what 
was the Presbyterian section amongst 
the trees to the left of the main entrance 
road to the cemetery, but her plot num-
ber as recorded is probably incorrect.  

This is an abridged excerpt taken 
from books edited by Malcolm Ready, 
Burials at the Zeehan General (Pioneer) 
Cemetery.  

for visitors, providing valuable local 
tips, quality customer service and help 
with planning experiences across the 
West Coast (and Tasmania).

Under Bron’s guidance the Cen-
tre has become a champion of the 
award-winning West Coast Tas regional 
brand, sharing it’s development with 
visitors and interested people from 
across the world, as well developing 
awesome brand merch and expanding 
the Centre’s services online via the 
westcoasttas.com website and online 
store.

Thanks for your service Bron, you’re 
a gem! 

Photo at right shows Bron at the West 
Coast Tas brand launch merchandise 
stand, 2018

Would you like to join a weekly walking group in Zeehan?    
   Would you like to improve your heart health and fitness, meet people and ex-
plore the local sights?  Zeehan has a Heart Foundation walking group called the 
"Zeehan Seahens".  Walks are usually one hour.  
For more information, you can:  

(1) Search for "Zeehan Heart Foundation  
         Walking Group" on Facebook 

(2) Emailing Liz Martin: spirobunny@hotmail
(3) Look at website: https://walking.heartfoun   

dation.org.au/walking/group/zeehan-seahens
If you join on the Heart Foundation page, you 

can win prizes and receive incentives from the 
Heart Foundation!

We're also starting a gentle exercise group, e.g. 
tai chi, for people with mobility and joint issues.  
Get in touch to find out more!

walking.heartfoundation.org.au

Take your heart for a walkExciting news in Zeehan
Work has started on the Central Hotel’s new beer garden, watch this space for 
more! Don’t forget, the hotel is open on Tuesday and Friday nights too.
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Well, what a year 2023 has been in 
education and learning on the West 
Coast!  Together Study Hub West Coast 
and UTAS have tested and piloted 
lots of great new initiatives this year, 
including events such as the Mining 
Roadshow, Careers Expo, lots of train-
ing initiatives for industry and com-
munity across the West Coast, as well 
as facilitating and delivering schools 
outreach activities such as the atten-
dance of the Young Tassie Scientists, 
Girls and Boys Wellbeing programs 
and student support workshops.  We 
have also enrolled and supported new 
students as well as continued to support 
our ongoing students.  

The roll out of childcare and disabil-
ity support courses, working with the 
UTAS Regional Pathways program as 
well as a large number of university 
staff and academics and registered 
training organisations has really helped 
to grow our student success.  Our high-
light has been sharing these experienc-
es and learning with the West Coast 
Community – this makes our work so 
rewarding! 

2024 is looking just as exciting and 
we hope to build on existing programs, 
events and our schools outreach pro-
gram as well as developing our King 
Island spoke, facilitating and delivering 
more workshops with the assistance 
of registered trainers, UTAS staff and 
academics.  This year has been so 
refreshing as we have been approached 
for so much more assistance in the edu-
cation and learning space which means 
our West Coast Community is really 
engaging and wanting to know more 
about new learning opportunities. 

We congratulate all of our students 
who have worked tirelessly to achieve 

such wonderful goals and to those adult 
students and children who have gradu-
ated this year either as adult graduates 
or Children’s University Graduates – 
we remain proud of your achievements.  
We also thank all of our stakeholders, 
trainers, university colleagues, local 
industry, local council, our schools and 
Learning Destinations as well as the 
West Coast community who supported 
us in 2023. 

Nicky, Yolande and Belinda (pic-
tured), hope that you all enjoyed a 
wonderful and safe holiday period 
and we are keen to return refreshed 
and ready for new challenges in 2024.   
Once again, we will be partnering with 
local service providers, libraries, com-
munity groups, schools and West Coast 
industry and stakeholders to foster and 
strengthen our existing partnerships 
as well as grow new partnerships. Our 
focus remains on respectful and mean-
ingful engagement as we know this is 
the key to the West Coast Community 
engaging in learning and education.

If you would like to connect with us 
about education and learning oppor-
tunities on the West Coast then do not 
hesitate to contact Nicky, Yolande or 
Belinda. Open for business from Mon-
day, 8 January – can’t wait to see you! 

Nicky Bolt, Regional Manager Study 
Hub West Coast 
 nicky@studyhubwestcoast.com.au;

Yolande Welmans, Student Services 
Co Ordinator, Study Hub West Coast 
yolande@studyhubwestcoast.com.au;

Belinda Martin, Regional Learning 
Officer, University of Tasmania 
belinda.martin@utas.edu.au

You're invited to QBankGallery to view 
an exhibition of work created by Otto 

Macpherson during his residency. The 
exhibition and open studio is on from 2pm 

this Friday 12 January in Queenstown.

STUDY HUB WEST COAST/UTAS COLLABORATION CONTINUES 

QBank Gallery artist exhibition
Police are investigating three significant 

fire outbreaks in the Strahan area on New 
Year's Eve.

Investigations suggest the fires were 
caused by the unlawful discharging of 
flares from several locations across Strah-
an, and the matter is now being investigat-
ed by police.

Several of the flares were observed being 
discharged within the township of Strahan 
at midnight and from West Strahan beach 
during the early hours of the morning.

These incidents had the potential to put 
homes and infrastructure at risk.

Remember, it is an offence to activate an 
emergency distress flare unless during a genuine emergency.

Anyone with information about those responsible should contact police, with 
investigators particularly interested in any CCTV or mobile phone footage captur-
ing the offences.

Information can be provided to police on 131 444 or Crime Stoppers Tasmania. 
You can stay anonymous.

 The North West Driver Mentor program will provide two driver mentors based 
at either end of the region. Their primary role is to enable young people to build or 
complete their minimum 80 hours driving time required to sit for their P plate test. 
Once driver mentors are trained, sessions will be booked for young people across 
the region, including the West Coast. These sessions will commence in the first 
part of 2024. If you are aged between 16 and 24 and interested 
in participating in this program to increase your employability 
skills, please contact West North West Working at www.wnw-
working.com.au/north-west-driver-mentor-program/ or YFCC 
at htps://yfcc.com.au/north-west-driver-mentor-program/ or call 
6423 6635. 

North West Driver Mentor Program Launch
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West Coast-Directory-Where to eat?

Don't feel like cooking?
We can sort you! 

Pizza, pies, chips, burgers, 
steak sandwiches  

and desserts... 
We also have frozen crib meals  

Come say G'day 
We can also cater  

for your events
Open daily from 9am to 7 pm

125 Main Street , Zeehan
0459 230 458

Wildz Take Away & CateringMolly's Cafe 
Strahan

8 - 10 Innes Street Strahan  
  Ph: (03) 6471 7253

Dine in or Takeaway, 
just a snack or a 

complete meal, and a 
range of grocery items

Real food, real people, 
and always a smile at

Ph: 0432 082 631

*New homes
*Renovations
*Suspended 

plasterboard & rondo 
exposed grid ceilings

0417 050 068

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

West Coast-Directory-Who can help?
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Preston Ridge Free Pork are bringing amazing FREE RANGE Pork to the West Coast – right to 
your doorstep!!!!  We will be in the West Coast (Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery & 
Tullah) every fortnight - see schedule below. 
 
Orders are essential for full/half pork and lamb – please contact us via email, call/text or 
message via Facebook.  We always bring extra stock in case you forgot to order – this will be 
individual cuts for Pork only. 
 
PORK     LAMB     BEEF 
Full/Half Porkers   ONLY Full/Half Lambs   TBA 
Pork-in-a-Box    NO Individual Cuts available 
Individual Cuts      

Please contact us for more information 
 
DATES  
August   : Thursday 10th  &  Thursday 24th 
September  : Wednesday 6th  &  Wednesday 20th  
 
TIME    VENUE 
10am – 11am  : Queenstown (7XS Radio Station) 
12pm – 1pm  : Strahan (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
1:30pm  -  2pm  : Zeehan (Carpark @ Heemskirk Hotel) 
2:30pm – 3pm  : Rosebery (opposite Top Pub) 
3:30pm – 4pm  : Tullah (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
 
 
Email:   prestonridgepork@gmail.com 
Mobile: 0492 171 373 
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork 
 

West Coast-Directory-Where to shop & what to do

Delivering FRESH FISH 
to the West Coast every 

2nd Thursday

Pickup locations & times
Waratah - 9 - 9.30am Opposite Roadhouse 

Tullah 10 - 10.30am Opposite Tullah Cottage
Rosebery 11am - 12pm Opposite Top Pub 

Zeehan 12.30 - 1.30pm  
In front of Heemskirk Motor Lodge 

Queenstown 2 - 3pm Train Station Carpark
Strahan 4 - 5pm Carpark - Strahan Woodworks

Orders welcome by text to: 
0419 271 136 

Follow us on facebook

 

 
Preston Ridge Free Pork are bringing amazing FREE RANGE Pork to the West Coast – right to 
your doorstep!!!!  We will be in the West Coast (Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery & 
Tullah) every fortnight - see schedule below. 
 
Orders are essential for full/half pork and lamb – please contact us via email, call/text or 
message via Facebook.  We always bring extra stock in case you forgot to order – this will be 
individual cuts for Pork only. 
 
PORK     LAMB     BEEF 
Full/Half Porkers   ONLY Full/Half Lambs   TBA 
Pork-in-a-Box    NO Individual Cuts available 
Individual Cuts      

Please contact us for more information 
 
DATES  
August   : Thursday 10th  &  Thursday 24th 
September  : Wednesday 6th  &  Wednesday 20th  
 
TIME    VENUE 
10am – 11am  : Queenstown (7XS Radio Station) 
12pm – 1pm  : Strahan (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
1:30pm  -  2pm  : Zeehan (Carpark @ Heemskirk Hotel) 
2:30pm – 3pm  : Rosebery (opposite Top Pub) 
3:30pm – 4pm  : Tullah (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
 
 
Email:   prestonridgepork@gmail.com 
Mobile: 0492 171 373 
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork 
 

 

 
Preston Ridge Free Pork are bringing amazing FREE RANGE Pork to the West Coast – right to 
your doorstep!!!!  We will be in the West Coast (Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery & 
Tullah) every fortnight - see schedule below. 
 
Orders are essential for full/half pork and lamb – please contact us via email, call/text or 
message via Facebook.  We always bring extra stock in case you forgot to order – this will be 
individual cuts for Pork only. 
 
PORK     LAMB     BEEF 
Full/Half Porkers   ONLY Full/Half Lambs   TBA 
Pork-in-a-Box    NO Individual Cuts available 
Individual Cuts      

Please contact us for more information 
 
DATES  
August   : Thursday 10th  &  Thursday 24th 
September  : Wednesday 6th  &  Wednesday 20th  
 
TIME    VENUE 
10am – 11am  : Queenstown (7XS Radio Station) 
12pm – 1pm  : Strahan (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
1:30pm  -  2pm  : Zeehan (Carpark @ Heemskirk Hotel) 
2:30pm – 3pm  : Rosebery (opposite Top Pub) 
3:30pm – 4pm  : Tullah (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
 
 
Email:   prestonridgepork@gmail.com 
Mobile: 0492 171 373 
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork 
 

Amazing FREE RANGE Pork to 
the West Coast – right to your 

doorstep every fortnight!

Pickup locations & times
Queenstown 10-11am 7XS Radio Station 

Strahan 12-1pm Carpark - opposite Post Office
Zeehan 1.30 - 2pm  Carpark Heemskirk Hotel 

Rosebery 2.30-3pm opposite Top Pub 
Tullah 3.30-4pm opposite Post Office

 
Email: prestonridgepork@gmail.com

Mobile: 0492 171 373
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork

Porker packs available.   
Orders for Full/Half Pork  

& Lamb are essential 

We work very hard to put our 
customers first, providing quality 
on focus. As a community-driven 
business, we pride ourselves on 
supporting the local community 

and it's events. 
We look forward to assisting 

you on your next visit! 

30 Orr Street , Queenstown,  
6471 1025

17th Jan, 14th Feb 
13th March, 17th April

The West Coast history in 
miniature display  

‘Western Echoes’ is still a work 
in progress but now open. 
Come along and see the 

dioramas, play with the trains 
and discover the West Coast’s 

history like you have never seen 
it before 

 
Opposite the Heritage Centre 

museum in Zeehan
Entry is FREE

Now open in 
Zeehan! 

Crikey, drongos! Crack open a stubbie, cos the Empire Hotel's chucken' a 
fair dinky Aussie Bogan bash on Saturday, Janno the 20th 

From 6pm onwards, it's gonna be a top arvo filled with:
- Classic Aussie hit's that'll have you screamin' like Barnsey on a bend-

er!
- Pub grub that'll knock your socks off, fair suck of the sav.
- Coldies galore! We'll have enough XXXX, VB and Coopers to fill a swag, 

so no one's gonna go thirsty 
- Prizes for the best dressed bogan! Crack out your flanny and pluggers 

- let's see who has what it takes to win!
It's gonna be a ripper night of fair dinkum Aussie fun!
PLUS, it's as free as a kookaburra's laugh!

18th January,  
1st, 15th & 29th Feb
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The Central Hotel, Zeehan is open  
Tuesdays from 4.30pm 
and Fridays 4.30 till late 

Drop in for a drink or two. This is YOUR pub! 

What’s happening on the coast?

New year, new market dates!
If you've ever considered having a stall or showcasing your business or commu-

nity organisation, we're keen to welcome new people to our stallholder communi-
ty!!

We're particularly keen to have a stallholder offer fresh produce - if this is some-
thing you might be able to offer, please get in touch!

There will also be one space available at no charge at each market for a com-
munity group or organisation/not for profit to promote their services, raise aware-
ness etc - limited places available, groups are encouraged to contact us as soon as 
possible to request a space.

- For general market queries email queenstowncommunitymarket@gmail.com
- All stall bookings must be made through Robyn - call 0428 466 445
*reminder, any stalls providing or selling food must display a current food per-

mit and provide the Market Committee with a copy of the permit when booking 
the stall.

Zeehan RSL Sub-Branch Annual General Meeting 
Sunday 11th February 2024
11am 
139-143 Main Street
All Welcome to attend! 

Live in Tullah ? 
Got some  

spare time? 
  

The Online Centre needs 
volunteers, go and see the 
two Geoff's and register 
your interest! The centre 

operates on volunteer time 
- They need YOU!

 

If you have something happening on the West Coast, please  let 
us know at the Western Echo!       alan@westernecho.news
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As the days get increasingly hotter and our risk for bushfire increases, it is 
incredibly important that we keep a close eye on our local bushfire risk. Knowing 
our bushfire risk allows us to understand how we can appropriately plan, prepare 
and act ahead of, or during a bushfire emergency. This will ultimately  help you 
keep yourself and your family safe.

What are the signs of bushfire risk that you can pay attention to?
Most of us get out and about during a lovely, sunny morning and that is just the 

opportunity take notice of the signs of bushfire risk. Whether it be walking the 
dog, heading to grab the paper, or pottering around the garden, you can pay atten-
tion to some key things to ensure you’re ahead of the game when it comes to bush-
fire. Quite simply it’s about taking note of the wind, the temperature, humidity lev-
els and also consider the time of year you are in. For example, this year, bushfire 
season is demonstrating evidence of arriving a little earlier than usual, and it is 
important that we are all aware of that.   Understanding these factors will help you 
develop an idea for what kind of day you might be in for, and then take the time to 
back this up with key resources available from the Tasmania Fire Service.

What are the resources available to view bushfire risk?
 The Australian Fire Danger Rating System is an excellent place to start. This 

resource is designed to tell you just how dangerous a fire could be if one started 
in your area. We can never predict when or where a fire will start, but we do have 
some great measures for how bad things could be, allowing you to make bush-
fire planning decisions accordingly. The greatest thing about our newly updated 
Australian Fire Dangers Rating System is that it now comes with calls to action, 
meaning you know exactly how you should act depending on the rating provided.

To check your fire danger rating, please visit https://www.fire.tas.gov.au/
fire-danger-rating/summary/.

A message from Tullah Neighbourhood Watch & your West Coast Fire Brigades

   Once a bushfire has started, we then have the Australian Warning System in 
place to provide critical alerts and warnings. These are to help you keep up to 
date with the incident, allowing you to take early action. The Australian Warning 
System is a user-friendly resource that is now consistent no matter the emergency, 
whether it be flood, storm, fire or anything else, and you will see the same icons 
providing you with important information regarding the incident. To keep up to 
date with the alerts and warnings in Tasmania, please ensure you become familiar 
TASALERT, which now features a new map for easy engagement and access to 
information. You can find this via https://alert.tas.gov.au/.

To ensure you have a complete idea of your bushfire risk, it is important to 
familiarise yourself with this information which can be found in many different 
places, inclusive of those mentioned above. However, to keep it simple, for all 
fire safety information, warnings and updates, please refer to the Tasmania Fire 
Service at www.fire.tas.gov.au or by listening to your local ABC radio emergency 
broadcaster.

Get to know your bushfire risk

For Sale
Working maremma pups ready for new homes and duties as of 1st of Feb-
ruary, preferably around Valentine's Day 14/2 at ten weeks old.
Purebred parents with excellent temperaments from seperate pedigreed 
lines, vet checked, well socialised and working in small farm environment 
including chickens.
These puppies have been exposed to chickens, cats, visitors, children and 
have sheep and cows in neighbouring paddocks.
Rudolph (male), Dancer (female), Prancer 
(female), Comet (female), Donner (male), 
Vixen (female), Blitzen (male) and Olive (fe-
male). All full of vim, already barking when 
the shed door opens, playing with each other 
and wagging tails in response to voice at 4 
weeks old. These puppies are very well loved 
and handled and are looking for rural homes 
where they can fulfill their guardian poten-
tial. They will come microchipped, vaccinated 
and treated for parasites. Puppy packs will 
include food samples, paperwork, collar and 
lead, photos, toy from home, blanket from 
home and useful information.
Please contact Emma on 0431058569 for an 
opportunity to view in home environment.
Registered Breeder Number: RPBA 15480

  Hardware Zeehan
For all your hardware needs

Timber, Gas, Appliances, Hardware, Auto, 
Garden, Cleaning, Paint, Oils, Power Tools, 

Plumbing, and much more

Zeehan Hardware 
64716201

128 Main Street, Zeehan Tasmania 7469
Email: zeehanhardware2@bigpond.com 

8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday to Friday - Saturday 10am to 12pm

Lastly, don’t forget to put together a bushfire plan! You can either jump on 
http://bushfire.tas.gov.au or SCAN TO PLAN using the QR code. 

Remember, when it 
comes to bushfire, we all 
play a part.

For further information 
or advice on bushfire pre-
paredness, you can contact 
your local fire brigade (if 
an emergency, please call 
000)
Strahan Fire Brigade 
Chief  
Mark McDermott reserva-
tions@marsdencourt.com.
au
Queenstown Fire Brigade 
Chief  
Daniel Kremmer  
daniel.kremmer@v.fire.tas.gov.au
Zeehan Fire Brigade Chief  
Jacob Papworth jacob.papworth@hotmail.com
Rosebery-Tullah Fire Brigade Chief  
Wayne Wooley waynemwooley@bigpond.com
Tullah Neighbourhood Watch 
Sonya Gerwin tullahnhw@gmail.com
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WE play
Saturday 16th December and it was on at Rosebery!  
Athletics, wood chopping and rock drilling were all on the program (unfortunately the 
cycling was postponed due to rain for safety reasons) and what a jam packed day it was. 
I would rather put photos on this page than results but you can check out the winners at 
www.tascarnivals.com.au/Rosebery 
Photos by Alan Jennison

Rosebery Athletics Carnival


