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Zeehan is such a colourful place

The forecast was for a very wet day on 
Wednesday the fourth of October 2023. 

Luckily it wasn’t to be, because it 
would have been not only colourful but 
extremely messy, even more so than it 
was. 

This was was the Zeehan Neighbour-

hood Centre’s Youth Week colour run. 
The last event was unfortunately cancelled 
due to rain, but this year we had nice fine 
weather. 
The younger children were the first to race 
and started out in nice clean tee shirts. 
It wasn’t far to the first checkpoint and 

the paint powder attack started. It didn’t 
stop there, parents and older kids were 
stationed all over the course, all armed 
with powder buckets or squirters to cover 
and colour the racers as they ran past. It 
didn’t take long for those clean T shirts 
(and heads, legs, arms etc) to be covered 

in powder in all sorts of hue. 
Nobody was spared, not even this photog-
rapher who copped a little bit of the dust 
but luckily not too much on the camera. 

It certainly was not only a colourful 
spectacle, but a well attended one with 

Photo by Alan Jennison
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Here at the Western Echo we love a good debate. If you have a concern, griev-
ance, pet hate or even wish to congratulate someone for doing the RIGHT thing, 
then this is the place for it. Please note though, that everyone has the right to re-
ply to your letter and we at the Western Echo are under no obligation to publish if 
things look like they are getting out of hand. We do reserve the right to edit letters 
for reasons such as clarity and length. Other than that, feel free to have YOUR 
say.

Letters  to the editor...

Editor:  Alan Jennison   0488 2782 99  alan@westernecho.news

FROM the Editor!
Next month is a pretty exciting one for the 
Western Echo, it’s our Birthday! YAY! 
Yep, we have been publishing the paper 
for two years now and couldn’t be happier 
with the way it is going.
We started out printing 2000 papers at $2 
per copy and now that it’s free we print 
3000. It was a gamble that worked!
The November edition due out on the 10th 
will be a bumper one with a couple of 
pages devoted to funny photos taken over 
the last two years (you will either love em 
or hate em).
I would love some feedback from the 
West Coast community on your thoughts 
about the Echo, how we can improve and 
what you would like to see in these pages.
We look forward to bringing you the 
Western Echo for many more years to 
come. 
See our other exciting news at the top of 
page 17 - you won’t want to miss this!
 Alan - Ed

Hi my name is Alicia Goodfellow, I'd like 
to say thank you to Animal Welfare Centre 
Inc. for their kind assistance and quick re-
sponse in helping to arrange medical atten-
tion for our dog over the weekend when she 
got injured, with special thanks to Kerrie 
for her assistance in coordinating all of the 
care for Luna. I'd also like to thank the staff 
of Forth veterinary clinic for their assistance 
with our family member. Thank you so 
much for all consideration and effort from 
everyone involved, we really appreciate it.  
Love from Luna

To the Editor.
West Coast Mayor Shane Pitt has argued 

for a return of 20-30% of mining royalties 
directly to the West Coast.

A columnist in The Mercury rejected the 
idea out of hand and argued that there are 
no simple solutions for a “declining and 
remote region, such as the West Coast mu-
nicipality.” His preferred solution was for 
locals to “build a solid business case, proj-
ect by project, so as to optimise the effec-
tiveness of government spending.”

For decades regions like the West Coast 
have seen individuals (mostly volunteers), 
small organisations (with few finances, 
often only formed for a specific funding 
bid) and small towns compete against each 
other (often without realising until the final 
stages of a proposal). Their applications 
are dissected by remote bureaucrats and 
more often than not fail because of weak 
finances, no track record, little organisa-
tional structure (no constitution, no ABN, 
bank accounts not in the name of a regis-
tered body). 

If the proposals make it through the ini-
tial round they lack the wording, diagrams 
and pressure (and close political connec-
tions) contributed by doctors, lawyers, ac-
countants and architects who have jumped 
aboard schemes in larger towns and cities.

Then comes the reject letters.
Government Ministers and heads of de-

partments wash their hands and note that 
the end result has been transparent, fair and 
even handed. Better luck next time. 

Once upon a time large populations liv-
ing and working on the West Coast forced 
politicians, and their bureaucrats, to be 
sensitive and responsive to funding re-
quests for local projects. In 2023 even if 
every single voter on the West Coast voted 
for the same candidate the chosen candi-
date would struggle to win a seat.

Political influence has dwindled and 
ideas like those proposed by Mayor Pitt 
will not receive serious consideration. Yet 
economic and social justice demand that 
governments listen.

In the last 3 years the State Government 
has reaped $190 million dollars in mining 
royalties (a large proportion from West 
Coast mines). Under Mayor Pitt’s proposal 
the Government would have needed to re-
turn $57 million to the West Coast and oth-
er areas where there is mining. This would 
leave the rest of Tasmania a windfall of 
$140 million.

Imagine the services, and improvements, 

that $57 million could have achieved in 
the last three years. The people of the West 
Coast and their council could have under-
taken major improvements in schools, as-
sisted in attracting more teachers, doctors, 
nurses, NDIS service providers and aged 
care support staff and better aged care fa-
cilities on the West Coast.

Instead the Government prefers hard 
pressed locals to compete for handouts 
not only against other regional areas but 
between towns and small organisations on 
the West Coast.

What can we do? Every time a politician 
of any political hue greets you at an event, 
a community gathering or passes you on 
the street – politely ask ‘can we have a fair 
share of the royalties’?

For former West Coasters living else-
where they can ask “What are you doing 
for the West Coast?”
We need economic justice for the West Coast. 
Rick Snell
Co-owner Missing Tiger Bookshop, 
Queenstown

Dear Editor.
I am hoping the mayor responds to me 

when he says he will prioritise the extreme 
water problem I have on my property. 

After meeting him when he was elected, 
I was hopeful he would help me sort out 
the four old huge metal pipes that have at 
some time been disconnected and are ex-
truding a waste effluent into my organic 
vegetable garden. They are obviously an 
old infrastructure that has nothing to do 
with my home backyard but is polluting 
my block. 

The pipes seem to run under the neigh-
bours houses uphill from my home and to-
wards the mines. It extrudes a yellow mus-
tard colour water and when raining heavily 
it overloads my Council drain and floods 
my garden. The joining back lane way 
which the council at some time handed 
over to Crown Land also floods my home 
block. It has broken pipes and once had a 
drain way linked up so this water could be 
taken away. 

It's been three years now and all matters 
concerning this has had NO solutions or 
priority which was said to me when I first 
discovered this nightmare. I suggested sev-
eral times to the council, to help investigat-
ed the old pipe mapping that existed with 
the first development here most likely over 
100 years ago. 

It this problem of drainage in Queen-

Dear  Editor,
Fiona that works at Rosebery Pharmacy al-
ways has a smile and will have a chat with 
you. If you can't pick up your medicine she 
will try her hardest to get it to you. She just 
goes beyond a chemist and always helps 
you out if she can. We have had a lot of 
chemist staff here in the last five years I 
have been here. I hope she never leaves, 
I just want to praise her for all her hard 
work.
Kim Ingram 

To the Editor
Zeehan is the Central Hub of the west 

coast. As you enter the town of Zee-
han from the west end approach you 
will pass through a forest of large pine 
trees towering over head,  you will also  
 notice that there are acres upon acres 
of Gorse intertwined with native bush 
and other types of weeds. The Gorse has 
been mulched track rolled and cultivat-
ed, a practice that is still going on today.  
Now that these Pines and Gorse have been 
allowed to inundate the town unabated we 
can only hope that we don’t have a big 
bushfire this summer, we remember what 
happened on Tuesday 3/2/81. 

Also what’s with the shipping contain-
ers and mouldy old 48 seat buses parked 
up and dumped in the town ? No worries 
about the visual impact here, this is not 
allowed at the Macquarie Heads camping 
ground but because it’s in Zeehan it’s ok. 
Zeehan is becoming the shipping contain-
er capital of the west coast. Are people 
investing in shipping containers because 
they are fire proof? 

So Zeehan is the central hub of the west 
coast that’s why W.C.C transfer all of 
the rubbish to Zeehan and now that we 

A proposal, on behalf of Strahan Com-
munity members wishing to retain own-
ership of the Union Steamship Company 
Building, was presented to West Coast 
Council’s workshop last month.

The proposal emphasises community 
ownership and sustainable operation of 
the building which holds historical signif-
icance in Tasmania’s maritime heritage.  
The Union Steamship Company building 
was gifted to the people of Strahan when 
the Union Steamship Company ceased op-
erations from the Port of Strahan.  The plan 
envisions a balanced approach between 
private sector infrastructure and communi-
ty-owned space, aiming to contribute to a 
vibrant waterfront precinct supporting eco-
nomic development and social well-being.

The proposal outlines a multifaceted ap-
proach to utilizing different levels of the 
building.  The ground floor is dedicated 
to retail premises, supporting local entre-
preneurship.  The first floor focuses on a 
community and visitor space, integrating 
augmented reality technology to enhance 
visitor engagement and educational experi-
ences.  The top floor maintains a two-bed-
room apartment for long-term residential 
housing, addressing the need for quality 
accommodation in the area.

The incorporation of augmented reality 
technology is highlighted as a key innova-
tion, enhancing the visitor experience.  Ad-
ditionally, the proposal includes estimated 
costs for restoration, fundraising strate-
gies, sustainable operations, and manage-
ment plans.  Collaboration with educa-
tional institutions, organisations and local 
tourist operators is emphasised to promote 
and enhance the overall visitor experience.

Overall, the proposal aims to pre-
serve the building’s historical signifi-
cance, contribute to economic growth, 
and strengthen the sense of community 
in Strahan.  It aligns with the initial in-
tent of community ownership, honour-
ing the rich heritage associated with the 
Union Steamship Company building. 

have the biggest landfill site ever built 
on the west coast we can only hope that 
maybe one day we will see all of the ac-
cumulated rubbish in west Zeehan be-
ing transported to our new landfill site.   
Grant Hodge, Zeehan

Union Steamship 
Company building

stown, as I have heard similar stories by 
the local residents that the council turns a 
blind eye to problems that locals can't and 
have no way of fixing. 

This needs to be prioritised before an 
accident happens. For instant, is it safe to 
grow vegetables and eat them, give them 
away to others etc. This Council needs to 
provide a free water test as mining pollu-
tion has a big effect over the whole com-
munity here. Ground water, broken mining 
or old pipes need to be fixed and we need 
to feel safe growing vegetables. 

The three basic human rights for bring-
ing up a family or living in a town is, clean 
air, clean water, clean soil. How healthy 
is our community. Why are our hospitals 
overloaded. Can we walk our dogs without 
breathing in black smoke in 2023. 

What is the asthma rating for the West 
Coast due to Smoke in wintertime. 

Where's the incentive for change??? For 
help??? For a safe, healthy environment??? 

Oh, and where's the Senior Centre, the 
Community Centre and the Dog Park? 

Has anyone else felt things could im-
prove? 
A concerned local citizen.
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Continued from front page
Strahan salmon hub visit by Premier

Premier Jeremy Rockliff and Minister 
for Primary Industries and Water Jo Palm-
er visited Macquarie Harbour on Saturday 
to express their strong support for the 
Salmon Industry and the jobs it supports 
on the West Coast.

The visit follows a letter sent by the 
Premier to the Prime Minister seeking 
clear assurances that the Federal Gov-
ernment would not take any unilateral 
decisions or actions that would negatively 
impact the jobs and livelihoods of Tasma-

nian residents.
The Premier said that he wrote to the 

Prime Minister seeking to work collab-
oratively with the Federal Government, 
balancing the imperative to protect the 
Maugean Skate and its habitat while con-
tinuing to support marine farming.

“Our strong belief is that the Maugean 
Skate and the Salmon industry can coex-
ist in Macquarie Harbour,” he said

“The Salmon Industry on the West 
Coast is worth over $100 million and 

directly employs more than 150 people. 
Industry advice to me is that any disrup-
tions to Macquarie Harbour operations 
would put 350-400 jobs at risk in commu-
nities right across Tasmania.

“The Tasmanian Liberal government 
would strongly oppose any decision that 
resulted in those jobs being lost as that 
would be detrimental to the West Coast. 

"It is our expectation that no action be 
taken without significant engagement 
at Ministerial level with the Tasmanian 

government and salmon industry. There 
is also work being done currently by the 
Maugean Skate Recovery team including 
the development of a Conservation Action 
Plan due in December this year. Any de-
cisions prior to the reporting back of this 
group would be pre-mature.”

The Premier invited Prime Minister Al-
banese, and his fellow Federal Ministers 
for Environment and Primary Industries 
to visit the region imminently and to work 
with Tasmania as a matter of urgency.

Premier Jeremy Rockcliff and Jo Palmer visit the salmon hub in Strahan  Photo by Alan Jennison

Penghana, one of the National Trust’s 
outstanding properties, is turning 125 this 
year. It is the most iconic residence in the 
West Coast town of Queenstown (Tasma-
nia’s award winning Best Small Tourist 
Town in Australia). 

Penghana was designed in 1898 by 
Launceston architects Sidney and Alfred 
Luttrell, and built for the Mt Lyell Mining 
and Railway Company (MLMRC). It 
was to be a residence for the company’s 
General Manager – who, at that time, was 
Robert Carl Sticht. 

Penghana occupies a small plateau, 
commanding panoramic views of Queen-
stown and Mount Owen. Vistas between 
Penghana and Queenstown are important 
for understanding Penghana’s role in a 
‘company town’, and it clearly illustrates 
the esteemed position the General Manag-
er held in town.

The first family to reside in Penghana 
was Robert Sticht, his wife Marion, and 
their three sons. American Robert Sticht 
was a brilliant metallurgist employed by 
the mining company because he was seen 
as the foremost authority on pyritic smelt-
ing in the USA. He perfected the process 
at Mt Lyell, creating a technique that paid 
high dividends. In fact, in one year the 
Company earned more revenue than the 
Tasmanian Government.  

Sticht remained General Manager of 
the company, living at Penghana, until his 
death in 1922. 

As Penghana was a ‘company’ house, 
built for the use of the General Manag-

er, when Robert Sticht died, a new GM, 
Russell Murray, took up residence in the 
house. From its construction in 1898 until 
MLMRCs operations closed in 1994, 10 
more successive general managers and 
their families resided in Penghana.

When the MLMRC ceased operation, 
the property was gifted to the public 
through the National Trust of Tasmania, 
to be cared for by the newly formed 
organisation, West Coast Heritage. In 
1996, Penghana opened as a heritage ac-
commodation business, allowing visitors 
to experience staying in the house and 
enjoying its somewhat ‘Downton Abbey’ 
style ambience.

The successful B&B model still con-
tinues, with the property’s current lessees 
being listed in Tripadvisors ‘Best of 
the Best’ again this year, ranking 8th of 
businesses of its kind in Australia, 13th 
in the Pacific region, and in the top 1% 
worldwide.  

The permanent exhibition, opened in 
Penghana’s beautiful ballroom on Thurs-
day October 5, celebrates the influence of 
the people who have lived there over its 
125 years. It looks at how the residents 
have changed the house and given it a 
soul. It is a building with a rich history 
that deserves to be told.

The exhibition features photographs 
and plans of the changes made to the 
building over its 125 years as well as a 
look at the position of the General Man-
ager in a company town.

Special guests attending the opening 

Queenstown’s Penghana turns 125

included three of the General Managers 
who resided in the house during the 1980s 
and 90s, as well as the children of another 
GM who lived there from 1967 to ‘73. 

VENUE
Penghana, 32 Esplanade, Queenstown

ADMISSION
The exhibition will be open to the 

public during the Unconformity Festival, 
19 – 22 October 2023
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Tasmania’s first 
comprehensive economic analysis of the 

salmon industry’s contribution to Tasmania 
has been completed by Deloitte Access 

Economics confirming...

Tasmania’s salmon industry 
is Australia’s most

VALUABLE
seafood sector, worth 

$1.36 BILLION

with

9   10 
of those jobs are in
regional Tasmania

providing 

5,103
full time 

equivalent jobs

out 
of

Tasmania’s 

LARGEST 
primary industry

86%
of Tasmania’s total 

seafood production

Read the full report. Scan the QR code or go to:

salmontasmania.au/vital

In Latrobe, Tasman & 
West Coast

17%
of all jobs are related 

to the salmon industry

Full Page Ad - Economic Report.indd   1Full Page Ad - Economic Report.indd   1 28/09/2023   10:01:47 AM28/09/2023   10:01:47 AM
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 Sustainable Timber Tasmania com-
menced its Spring Burning Program in 
August 2023. 

·The spring burn program is a part of 
the state-wide Fuel Reduction Program, in 
collaboration with the Tasmania Fire Service 
and Parks and Wildlife Service.

· Sustainable Timber Tasmania conducts 
fuel reduction burning to protect people, 
property, and the environment from the risk 
of bushfires.

· This is done by reducing fuel loads in 
Tasmania’s public production forests and 
other areas to mitigate bushfire risk and 
maintain the health of fire-dependent vege-
tation communities.

· Sustainable Timber Tasmania’s spring 
program includes 13 fuel reduction burns 

Across the world many people are prepar-
ing and filling Christmas shoeboxes to give 
to children who would not otherwise receive 
any gifts. These gifts bring incredible joy 
into their young lives.

Poverty often means that children may not 
even have enough to eat, let alone have the 
special enjoyment of toys, educational sup-
plies, clothes, as well as hygiene items such 
as soap, toothbrushes and hair accessories.

It is wonderful to see this outpouring of 
love – its not just a project – but an opportu-
nity to share love through giving.

Filling Christmas Shoeboxes for Samari-
tan’s Purse has become a yearly activity for 
many people here on the West Coast.

As we seek to take care of children and 
families within our own communities it is 
also good to look beyond to other commu-
nities who experience hopelessness and iso-
lation.

It takes the commitment of a big team to 
get the boxes to the kids.

Here in Zeehan as in many places, folk are 
buying items and getting them packed to be 
transported to the depot by the end of Octo-
ber/early November.

In November a transport company helps us 
by transporting the boxes to the warehouse 
in Launceston where they are shipped to 

Sydney to be packed into containers ready to 
be shipped to their final destinations. Boxes 
from Australia are usually sent to the pacific 
regions and Asia. 

One of our helpers Peter Resvanis says, “it 
makes for happy faces at Christmas time”.

There were 15,811 boxes packed in Tasma-
nia. And as a state Tasmania does an excep-
tional job.

Australia and New Zealand collec-
tively packed 228,104 shoe boxes and 
worldwide there were 10,599,907 boxes 
packed.	

If we have had childhood experiences of 
poverty, it is a delight to be able to give and 
to bring some happiness to the young ones 
and less fortunate.

There are many stories that come back to 
us of God’s hand in this and how he answers 
prayers of the humblest of hearts which can 
be shared in following editions.

We are also starting a trade table at the 
town hall for items not suitable to send and 
this money will go towards the cost of send-
ing each box which is $11 per box and this 
covers the box from leaving Zeehan until its 
final destination.

An update and where we are at will be in 
the next edition of the western echo.

Burn-offs in Zeehan and Strahan
state-wide, totalling 3,000 hectares.

· Eight fuel reduction burns are located in 
the North West – including six planned for 
the West Coast.

· Fuel reduction burning can only occur 
when weather and onsite conditions are 
favourable.

· Sustain-
able Timber 
Tasmania 
has approx-
imately 200 
employees 
and contrac-
tors available 
to assist with 
the program.

It’s Shoe Box time again

 



  Hardware Zeehan
For all your hardware needs

Timber, Gas, Appliances, Hardware, Auto, 
Garden, Cleaning, Paint, Oils, Power Tools, 

Plumbing, and much more

Zeehan Hardware 
64716201

128 Main Street, Zeehan Tasmania 7469
Email: zeehanhardware2@bigpond.com 

8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday to Friday - Saturday 10am to 12pm

Our Spring into Education and Employment Expo, being Pilot Expo in September, was 
a great success! With 25 exhibitors and great participation from Rosebery District and 
Mountain Heights High Schools, there were a lot of fantastic interactive activities. Study 
Hub West Coast, partnering with UTAS and WNW Working would like to thank the exhib-
itors, participants, and the community for making our expo a success.   
Stay tuned for details of next year's Expo! 

 
Nicky, the Regional Manager recently had the opportunity to finally present the photog-

raphy awards to the next generation of budding photographers at the Term 3 Sharing As-
sembly at Rosebery District School. Congratulations to everyone as there were 2 themes 
resulting in high-quality photos that were printed on canvas not to mention cameras and 
digital photography books presented. A big thank you to MMG for sponsoring the events.

Tasmanian Training Awards 2023 were held on September 9 in Hobart at Wrest Point 
Casino, celebrating excellence in vocational education and training in Tasmania and 
recognising individuals, employers, trainers, and training providers who have achieved 
incredible successes in the past year.  Big congratulations to Naomi Cox from ZEEHAN 
who won the 2023 Vocational Student of the Year. We are so proud of her achievements 
and commitment to study. Naomi will now represent Tasmania at the Australian Training 
Awards in Hobart in November this year.  

 

Last but not least, the ex-
citement cannot be contained 
as the long-awaited staircase 
is now a reality and will 
soon be completed with the 
finishing touches. This means 
that we have extra space for 
students to study in, training 
and classes.

Celebrations at the Study Hub 
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Photos from this and all previous editions of the Western 
Echo are available as high gloss, beautiful quality A4 
prints.  Please contact Alan for more details or to or-

der. alan@westernecho.news

50 or 60 people turning up, from chil-
dren to adults, and all racing around the 
cross-country course at the Golf Club. 
Council helped out with funding for 
the event and a sausage sizzle was soon 
cooking up a feast.

There were prizes at the end of the 
day but I think the smiles on the faces 
(through the colours) was prize enough 
for most.

from front page - Photos by Alan Jennison
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1800 767 664

Significant conveyor
belt structure
replaced

Rosebery Mine

Community Newsletter
October 2023

Image: part of the conveyor belt being replaced

Shining a light on
mining

Representatives from
Rosebery mine met with
local students to help get
them excited about STEM
education. 

Our metallurgy and geology
teams created interactive
science experiences linked
to processing of Rosebery
ore, at a careers expo in
Zeehan. 

We are proud to play a part
in supporting local
employment across the west
coast region by inspiring our
next generation of miners.

Rosebery mine has completed a
significant and highly technical
project to replace part of its
conveyor belt, for the first time in
40 years. 

The 150-metre-long conveyor
belt is critical to the mine’s
operations because it transports
the ore to the mill for processing
into concentrate.

The project has been a huge
team effort, with planning
starting in 2020, and the project
being delivered with precision by
all those involved. 

It involved the use of five cranes
and 44 people to replace 60
metres of the conveyor belt and
took 8 days and 8 nights or 192
hours to complete.

ROSCOMMUNITY@MMG.COM MMG.COM/HOME/ROSEBERYFUTURE MMG.COM/CAREERS

Image: Rosebery employees at
Zeehan

Empowering women to chase their career goals
in mining

Rosebery hosts neighbourhood 
state conference
Rosebery Mine was proud to be a
sponsor of the Neighbourhood
House Tasmania 2023 state
conference.

More than 100 people from
Neighbourhood houses across
Tasmania attended the 3-day
event, bringing a boost to the
local economy.

It was a great privilege for
Rosebery to host the event and
welcome attendees into our
community. 

Image: Stephanie 
Whittle

A Rosebery local is on a mission to inspire
other women to chase their career dreams
after taking on a cadetship in her 30s. 

Stephanie Whittle joined MMG’s Rosebery
mine as a cadet process operator in
February, after seeing the positive impact
the mine had on the town of Rosebery.

“I have embraced every
opportunity, whether its
hands-on experience or
starting my mine rescue
qualifications, I wanted to
give everything a go and
make this career change
a success.” 

Image: Jill Richardson -
MMG, Tania Blake -
Rosebery Neighbourhood
House and Simone Zell -
incoming CEO of
Neighbourhood Houses
Tasmania.
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We’re a friendly bunch of Telstra experts who can talk to you about 
network upgrades, maximising coverage and all the latest devices.

Let’s chat in person,
West Coast.

Smithton: Monday, 30th October, Pavilions Cafe 

Zeehan: Tuesday, 31st October, Howard’s Park 

Roseberry: Wednesday, 1st November, Agnes St Park 

Strahan: Tuesday, 2nd November, Esplanade Car Park 

Queenstown: Friday, 3rd November, Sidings Car Park

See you from 9am - 5pm in:

Inevitably some of the burials in the 
Pioneer Cemetery are mining fatali-
ties.  There are 39 men interred there 
who were killed mining in and around 
Zeehan, and another who was killed at 
Mt. Lyell.  Additionally, seven more 
men were killed at or around Zeehan but 
buried elsewhere.  One of those buried 
locally was 
Tasman 
Robert 
Beard, a 
native of 
New Zea-
land, aged 
35, who 
was badly 
injured in an 
explosion at 
the Smelters 
on the morn-
ing of 17 
March 1912, 
and later died.  

He, with three other men ‒ James 
New, Leonard Brown, and William 
Morris ‒ was working at the slag‒dump, 
and was engaged in charging a hole, 
preparing to blow out the solidified slag 
for fluxing purposes, when an explosion 
occurred prematurely, and he was griev-
ously wounded in the face, chest, right 
hand and legs, as well as some internal 
injuries.  

Dr. G.H. Butler and James Harrison, 
Inspector of Mines, were both in atten-
dance within about 15 minutes.  Tasman 

was taken to the hospital, where after 
rallying a little he passed away six days 
later.  

An inquest was held the following 
week, where the main question was who 
was responsible for Tasman working in 
the location where he was hurt, as the 
slag there was considered too warm by 

some wit-
nesses.  By 
being too hot 
it had set the 
gelignite off 
while being 
inserted into 
the hole.  In 
a statement 
given to 
James Harri-
son while in 
the hospital, 
Tasman 
himself 

declared: “I was charging a hole in the 
slag dump yesterday morning, when 
it went off.  Had not put the cap in the 
charge.  Think the ground was too hot, 
or the charge would not have went off.  
I was requested to break that particular 
slag by (Chief Metallurgist), Mr Reid.  If 
I had got my own way I would not have 
worked there.  I spoke about working 
there two or three times, as I considered 
it was too hot.  It’s not my fault that I am 
here.”  

Tasman was the Foreman of a group of 
workers employed by William Pearton.  

Pearton stated that it was necessary to 
break up the slag by means of explo-
sives, as it was too hard to pick.  He 
gave deceased no instructions, as he 
considered Tasman knew more about the 
job than he did.  About a week before the 
accident deceased had told him that the 
slag was rather warm where he was then 
working and he had told 
him if it was too warm to 
move to a cooler place.  
When he (witness) told 
Mr Reid he had replied, 
“If it’s too hot, don’t 
work on it.”  

Leonard Oswald 
Brown deposed he was 
working with deceased 
and had seen him making 
a hole to put the gelig-
nite in, and then heard 
an explosion.  He was 
only 7 or 8 feet away 
and was struck on the wrist by a piece 
of slag.  He helped carry Tasman to the 
office.  On being picked up Tasman said 
“Say good‒bye to my wife, and ask for 
James Farr to see to Lodge matters.”  
Brown also stated that whilst shovelling 
the slag, he had noticed it was warm, and 
that he had seen deceased taking orders 
from Mr Reid, when the latter said he 
wanted deceased to work on the left of 
the slag dump as much as possible.  This 
was about a week before the accident, 
and about the time he had seen slag 
dumped where they had been working.  

Where he was working the slag was 
pretty hot, but it was hotter where the ac-
cident occurred.  He had heard deceased 
complain about the slag being too hot, 
but not on that morning.  

James Harrison, Inspector of Mines, 
deposed that on the day of the death he 
attended the site and made a hole where 

the shot went off, but the 
slag was much too hot.  
Thought it was a very 
foolish thing for a man to 
put gelignite into a hole 
as hot as that.  Mr Reid 
was sent for, and witness 
asked him if it was usual 
for men to use explosives 
where it was so hot, and 
he replied, “No; they 
could have gone further 
away...”  

James Frederick New 
and William H. Morris 

both testified that they had never heard 
deceased complain about the slag being 
too hot.  Morris said they had often 
remarked amongst themselves that it was 
hot, but he never thought it was too hot 
to work there.  

After hearing all the evidence, the 
jury retired, and after a short absence, 
returned a finding that no blame was 
attachable to anyone.  
This is an abridged excerpt taken from 
books edited by Malcolm Ready, Burials 
at the Zeehan General (Pioneer) Cem-
etery.  

Tales from a Zeehan graveyard
TALES FROM THE ZEEHAN GENERAL (PIONEER) CEMETERY.  EXPLOSION AT THE SMELTERS - MAN BADLY INJURED AND LATER DIES
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Penguin Arrow Vessel

John Lamb remains the General Manager of the operations,
the management team remains in place and functionally,
there is no change. We have been very impressed by the
efforts of the whole team to ‘keep on keeping on’ and we are
focusing on making the mine operate as best as possible.
This is really important as we will have interested parties
reviewing the operational and financial performance of
Avebury, in addition to making site visits over the coming
months. 

‘Plus very importantly, it is very impressive the way the
whole team prioritises safety and proactively looks out for

each other – it is very inspiring and admirable’

The Receivers have appointed an international financial
advisor to sell the mine on the global stage. Houlihan Lokey,
who are incredibly well credentialed, will work with us to
market the mining operations. We are working to a tight
timeframe and it is our expectation that we will have the
mine sold before Christmas. So come the new year, new
owners and everyone can move forward with absolute
certainty.

To ensure the receivership process is as smooth and
seamless as possible for all stakeholders, our team will be
full time on site; to support management and employees,
and run the sale process. Our team on site is led by Antony
Munro, Natalie Chin and Wilbur Stephenson, who travel
from Melbourne. 

We are always available to discuss the receivership process
with you, please reach out to the mining office and we will
coordinate.

Look forward to providing a further update in the near
future. 

Stay safe and look after each other.

KordaMentha, Receivers and Managers

KordaMentha Team
 Avebury Henge Monument 

England

The Emergency Response Team
have been busy with intense
training the past few months
brushing up on their skills and
preparing for the upcoming
Tasmanian Minerals Emergency
Response Competition (TMERC)
in October which will be hosted
by Grange Resources at Savage
River.
 

Zeehan Golf Club were
a recipient of one of
Avebury’s  Community
Sponsorship and
Donations Program 
which was used for the
purchase of new
windows and a till. 

The training consisted of road
crash rescue, ropes, medical
treatment, confined space and
fire drills.

We wish the team all the very
best in this year’s competition.

It is led to believe that the mine site is named after the Neolithic henge
monument which is consisted of three stone circles around the village of
Avebury in Wiltshire southwest England.

Simba E7-7 
Production Rig

What does a receivership of the mining operations mean?
The directors are no longer in control of the business and
decision making transfers to KordaMentha. However, day-
to-day operations are not affected and there are no
practical changes to the mine, operations are continuing on
a business-as-usual basis.

It has become apparent that our
roadsides of the West Coast have
become inundated with litter.   

Avebury take pride in the community
and its environment and recently we
engaged with a traffic management
contractor to undertake a clean-up of
the Trial Harbour Road.

We want to keep our roads and
surrounding areas beautiful and
pristine for all of us.

We encourage everyone do the right
thing and dispose of litter
appropriately. 

After several small shipments, our first bulk
shipment was shipped from Burnie Port in early
June.

This was a key milestone for our project. 

The Penguin Arrow Vessel  made it's way
overseas for export and is first of many exports
to come!

NICKEL NEWS
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER | OCTOBER 2023

KordaMentha were appointed as Receivers and Managers 
to Avebury Mine in early September this year. 
Our appointment was a result of the mine being placed 
into Voluntary Administration a few days earlier.

In these situations, communication is always key, so we
want to make ourselves as available as possible to
employees, creditors and the broader community. 

Through Nickel News, we will let the community know how
the receivership is progressing and what it means for the
community. 

PO Box 62, Zeehan TAS 7469 
siteadmin@aveburymetals.com.au 

Telephone:  + 61 3 6351 6500

It is known as one of the best prehistoric sites in Britain and contains 
the largest megalithic stone in the world.   Reference - www.english-heritage.org.au
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As preparation for exams and comple-
tion of final assignments gears up, so too 
can feelings of anxiousness and stress.  
We’ve got some great tips below for 
acing those exams and final assignments, 
as well as the latest news in learning and 
education on the West Coast! 

Regional Pathways Program bring-
ing drone technology education to the 
West Coast 

The West Coast Learning Pathways 
Project is running a series of West Coast 
Workshops to build skills and knowledge 
in drone operations on the West Coast on 
31 October 2023 in Queenstown and 2 
November 2023 in Zeehan.  

The courses aim to provide an online 
learning component as well as a hands-
on learning component with experienced 
instructors.  Existing remote pilots and 
drone enthusiasts as well as those with 
a drone hobby or passion can be part of 
these courses.     
  The courses can also be tailored in 
part towards specific requirements for 
different industries.  Current informa-
tion about regulations and best practice 
for flying drones safely is also a prime 
focus.  Bring your own drone or learn to 
fly using our drones.  What a fantastic 
way to combine a passion with a fun ac-
tivity that is becoming an emerging work 
opportunity for many. 

Please note that registration is essen-
tial. 

To find out more about these courses 
contact Christine.gray@utas.edu.au

Children’s University graduations 
are fast approaching  

It will not be long until children from 
West Coast schools will be donning 
graduation gowns and caps to celebrate 
their graduation from the Children’s 
University program.  The program is 
facilitated by the Peter Underwood 
Centre which is part of the University of 
Tasmania.  

The program sees the students un-
dertaking a range of extra-curricular 
experiences that encourage learning and 
aspiration and ultimately lead to im-
proved lifelong learning.  The Children’s 
University West Coast graduations 
will take place at a formal ceremony in 
Burnie on Tuesday 21 November 2023. 

We are anticipating an increase in partic-
ipation by West Coast schools this year, 
which means more amazing graduates 
for the West Coast! 

Young Tassie Scientists and Bitlink - 
West Coast School Visits

A diverse crew of Young Tassie Sci-
entists who are University of Tasmania 
postgraduate students visited all six 
schools on the West Coast in late August 
as part of National Science Week.   
These fabulous events included show-

ing Tassie school students exactly what 
scientists really do!  In addition, this 
amazing group of young scientists saw 
around an incredible 7000 students face 
to face across Tasmania, which averages 
out to approximately 750 students for 
each young scientist over a four-day 
period.   The aim was to showcase the 
range of amazing opportunities available 
to all Tasmanian students, even those 
with the challenge of living remotely.  
Topics covered neuroscience, entomol-
ogy, astrophysics, IT, logistics, genetics, 
statistics and geophysics, to name a few. 
Activities included glow-stick chemistry, 
portable plant nurseries, genetic codes 
for secret messages and many more fun 
learning challenges. Thank you to our 
Young Tassie Scientists – what a brilliant 
effort for our West Coast Schools! 

In September 2023, James and Troy, 
members of the Bitlink Team, a technol-
ogy education company based in Laun-

ceston, visited West Coast Schools.  This 
was a pilot visit organised by the Univer-
sity and from the response received from 
our schools, it was evident that young 

people love learning about technolo-
gy!  It was also obvious that there was 
a high level of interest from West Coast 
Schools for more of these face-to-face 
activities.  

Careers and Study Expo Pilot to 
take flight again next year

What a buzz. The air was full of an-

ticipation, energy and excitement at the 
recent Careers Expo at Study Hub West 
Coast.  One of the highlights of the day 
was the electric vibe in the room with so 
many fantastic exhibitors who we cannot 
thank enough for making this such a 
wonderful day.  There were more than 50 
school children from the two West Coast 
high schools, making this a vibrant and 
energetic event.  In addition, there was 

good participation from the community 
in the afternoon, with information on 
learning and education as well as the 
challenge of upskilling or career chang-
es.  

Thanks to everyone who participated 
in making this event wonderful.  Next 
year we hope to make it even bigger and 
better.  

Why be stressed at exam time, seek 
support! 

The University of Tasmania’s West 
Coast Regional Learning Officer, 
Belinda Martin, says the University  is 
providing on-the-ground support to new 
and existing students who are not always 
able to access their student campus be-
cause of where they live.  This additional 
resource ensures that those students 

are supported to not only enhance their 
academic, personal and critical thinking 
skills but to understand the importance 
of research in developing academic writ-
ing and language skills when living or 
working in regionally remote locations. 

Our aim is to help all students develop 
their academic writing and study skills 
through teaching supported with learn-
ing resources.  A few examples include 
Study Toolkit, delivery of live webinar 
series and access to recordings of past 
workshops, weekly study and assessment 
planners, checklists for different stages 
of the year, student consultations such as 
Peer Assistance Study Sessions. These 
resources really help students to un-
derstand content, evaluate information, 
apply referencing styles and even just 
how to take good notes, which are some 
of the key milestones along the learning 
and education pathway. Many of these 
are listed in the Student Portal under 
Study Support: Learning and Academic 
Skills. For advice with research or refer-
encing or to discover the world beyond 
Google, the Learning and Research 
Librarian team are available for online 
appointments and can also be contacted 
by phone and email. 

So how can you maximise your learn-
ing during stressful exam and assign-
ment preparation times?  

A recent article on The Conversation 
web site, featured some key points: 
• Create the conditions for your attention 
– loss of attention and mind wandering 
results in poor learning 
• Minimise shallow study – focus is on 
surface learning and not learning about 
meaning 
• Take breaks – 5-minute rest breaks to 

support your attention 
• Don’t cram – spaced learning can 
achieve more than block learning 
• Don’t skip sleep – sleep and rest is key 
• Maximise ‘deep’ study – practice using 
previous exam questions and really 
know how to explain concepts you are 
studying to others 
• Give yourself enough time – time is 
key!

There is also some interesting con-
tent around how memory works and by 
understanding this you can prioritise 
effective study habits. See the link to the 
Conversation article below:

https://theconversation.com/avoid-
cramming-and-dont-just-highlight-bits-
of-text-how-to-help-your-memory-when-
preparing-for-exams-213996

Bitlink, drones, learning and a huge expo
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By Linton ‘Harry” Harris

Every month we feature profiles 
of veterans from our community, & 
beyond, honouring & respecting those 
men & women that have 
heeded the call of conflicts 
past, so that we as a nation 
can live as freely as we 
do today. If you have a 
story you’d like told, or an 
ancestor who contributed 
to wartime efforts, please 
email presidentrslqueen-
stown@outlook.com.

While Sergeant (retired) 
Mark Direen (pictured at 
right), of the famed SASR, 
isn’t a full-time local of the 
West Coast, the beauty of 
the terrain in these parts is 
a drawcard for this veteran, 
now-a-days the owner & 
director of Point Assist, a 
company born from Mark’s 
security consultation roots, 
post service, that has since 
morphed into the adventure 
tourism space, predomi-
nately working in Tasma-
nia. It may not come as a 
surprise though, that Mark 
travels the world, with 
treks logged across Asia, 
and as far flung as Israel!! 
A common theme, of any 
trekker of course, is pho-
tography, capturing those 
shots, that no one else is 
going to see, unless they 
step outside of their comfort zone. No 
matter how good the photo, it doesn’t 
ever, compare to being there.  

Mark’s side hustle is a photography 
exhibition, that will be on display at 
the Queenstown RSL, for the uncon-

formity art trail, this month. The ‘Point 
& Shoot’ photography exhibition, isn’t 
just Marks collection though, sure a 

few of his pics are there, however the 
majority of the contributions are from 
Veterans, with pics taken on operations, 
from Vietnam, through to the most 
modern of conflicts that the ADF have 
been involved in.  

As a former Australian Special Forc-
es Team Leader and high-risk envi-
ronment consultant, Mark has worked 

and led teams in some of 
the world’s most hostile 
and unforgiving environ-
ments. Most of the time on 
operations for Mark was 
in Afghanistan, during that 
misadventure better known 
as the War on Terror. 

For those lucky enough 
to be there, Mark regaled 
the Queenstown RSL 
recently, with a few of 
his stories of that war, in 
a travelling show called 
‘Yarns around the Bar’ as 
well as letting a few of the 
local veterans, now resid-
ing in the west, tell the odd 
story or two, of their own 
adventures of service. 

Marks 30-year career in 
the military, security and 
adventure travel fields has 
given him a unique skill 
set and the experience to 
provide practical solutions 
to even the most complex 
and challenging situa-
tions. Mark is committed 
to doing what he can for 
the veteran community, 
along with his travelling 
photography exhibition, 
and hosting ‘Yarns around 
the Bar’ in RSL’s all over, 
this guy is also working 

in conjunction with the Tasmanian 
Government, on a program called 
V.A.R.P, Veterans Active Recreation 
Program. This program is designed to 
give the modern contemporary veter-
ans, of recent conflicts, an insight into 

THE VETERANS POST – Real Stories of Yesteryear
the options available in the adventure 
tourism sphere.

Mark is passionate about improving 
people’s lives – the way they think and 
live. Through experience, Mark helps 
people and organisations find direction, 
set and reach goals, build high per-
forming teams, operate effectively in 
challenging environments and develop 
the resilience necessary to succeed. 
Mark is also a highly sort after keynote 
speaker, from corporate gigs, through 
to guest spots in organisations as di-
verse as the Afghan Australian society. 
Mark also partners with other veter-
ans, in the high-end game of bespoke 
Whiskey Distillers, a craft that is most 
certainly gaining traction in our beau-
tiful State. Keep an eye-out for ‘Dog 
Tag’ whiskey…. Is there anything this 
guy can’t do?

Mark is a sterling example of what 
veterans can achieve and should well 
be proud of what he’s achieved so far, 
both in service for his country, and 
what he continues to do for the better-
ment of veterans everywhere, hat off to 
you Mark….

Queenstown RSL, Open Friday & 
Saturday nights from 4pm till late, 
meals on Saturday, rotating menu. 
Available for functions, community 
AGMs etc., by arrangement.   
Phone - 6471 1209.

It's been a busy month on the course 
with weather conditions still being un-
favourable, but the mechanic has been 
busy getting some machinery going, 
which has made it possible to tame the 
vegetation. 

Some of the tee beds have been 
found again after removing over four 

Zeehan Golf Course progress
years of gorse off them. Reeds have 
been cut out of the greens and filled 
with topsoil and grass seed. They're 
not really good to look yet at but will 
improve. 

Our liquor licence has been renewed 
after it was cancelled with no notice by 
a previous member. 

The darts presentation went well, 
even after the police had been called 
to investigate our liquor licence, which 
was cancelled that morning. 

The Mini League presentations went 
well even though the weather situation 
made it an inside event only and a big 
thanks to all that helped out. 

Tyro is still being difficult but we're 
doing our best to sort it.  
  Lesson for this month is don't let a 

mechanic get in your ceiling.  
PS is there a plasterer in town who 
could fix a large hole in the clubhouse?

A huge thanks to Dale Youd who 
bought his own tractor and slasher up 
to help us.

Our first game of the season will be 
on grand final day. 
Stay tuned and keep it on the fairway. 
Shane Douglas

WorkSafe 
Tasmania 

Month

Register NOW

2023
2–30 October

worksafe.tas.gov.au
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CHARLES WOODLEY 1954 – 2019 
was an enthusiast for Tasmania’s wil-
derness and first fell in love with Tullah 
in the early 1990s. He was lured by the 
mountains and lakes but where others 
saw an abandoned hydro village, he 
saw a thriving wilderness tourism hub, 
showcasing Tasmania’s natural won-
ders to the world.

 Charles redeveloped old hydro 
buildings into the Tullah Lakeside 
Chalet and helped reimagine Tullah by 
sharing his creative vision, supporting 
others, discussing ideas, and working 
on many community events including 
the Tullah Challenge, and an annual 
fishing competition. He was a fierce 
advocate for Tullah and a great team 
player. 

Charles believed that people achieved 
more and were better versions of them-
selves when they worked together, he 
was a member of the Tullah Progress 
Association and served as President for 
a while during the early 2000s.

By 2018 he had sold the Chalet (now 
known as the Lodge) and retired. He 
requested that the Progress Association 
introduce a new fishing competition 
and was willing to coordinate that 
event; He had started planning the 
competition when he suddenly passed 
away. 

After lengthy negotiations with 
the executors of his estate, the Tul-
lah Progress Association started the 
“Charles Woodley Memorial Fishing 
Competition” in 2021. This month was 
the third year of “The Woodley” and it 
has grown in number from 46 entrants 
in its inaugural year, 63 in 2022 to 80 
this year.

A total of 184 fish were weighed in 
over the weekend, with the largest trout 
weighing in at 2970gm. The giant raffle 
and meat raffle were a great success 
and all monies raised will be used by 
Progress to further enhance its objec-
tives to improve Tullah for its commu-
nity and visitors.

Many thanks are extended to the ma-
jor sponsors MMG, Hydro Tas, Swick, 
Bluestone, Henty, Venture Minerals, 
Harcourts WC, 7XS, WCC, Shaws, and 
to the many small businesses without 
whom this event would not be possible, 
a big congratulations goes to Kirby 
Ling and her team of volunteers for a 
great weekend.

Please see the Charles Woodley Fish-
ing Competition 2023 on facebook for 
further info on sponsors and some great 
photos of the event.

Charles Woodley Memorial 
Fishing Competition 2023

Barbara’s Tullah legacy

Neighbourhood Watch back in Tullah

I was nominated by Tullah Progress Association to take over and investigate how 
Tullah could join Neighbourhood Watch.

We had the Inspector of Police for the North West and the President of Neighbour-
hood Watch Tas come to one of our Tullah Progress Meetings to discuss how we can 
be a member of Neighbourhood Watch. 

I became Coordinator and we have three team members.  We have received our 
street signs to be put up around the town and our first event is the Get Online Week 
which is being held at the Tullah Lakeside Lodge on Wednesday 18th October at 
10am
Meygan Barstow  - Tullah Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

Tullah’s legacy for Barbara Frances 
Turnbull 25/4/1944 – 29/9/2022

Last week close friends and fami-
ly spread the ashes of Barbara and her 
husband Ian in Lake Rosebery. While 
she had only lived in Tullah for eleven 
years, she had become an integral part 
of the community, joining Tullah Prog-
ress Association (TPA), Tullah Online 
Centre, Wee Georgie Wood Steam Rail-
way and Rosebery Men’s Shed. 

Barb (pictured below right), a retired 
Federal Government security officer, 
lived over the road from the children’s 
playground in the park and noted on 
many occasions that some inappropri-
ate behaviour was taking place, and that 
unknown single adults were observed 
watching unaccompanied minors. 

She was also aware that in the past 
some single community members had 
died or been incapacitated in their 
homes with the community unaware. 
Barb was tasked by the TPA to investi-
gate the idea of Safe Houses and Neigh-
bourhood Watch Tasmania (NHWT) in 
June 2022. 

Unfortunately, Barb went missing the 
next month (trapped in her car on a side 
road after following the GPS quickest 
route home from shopping in Devon-
port). She was found 8 days later by a 
member of the public, but had suffered 
a stroke; was unable to recover and 
passed away in September. 

This was a shock to the Tullah com-
munity, as it was not identified for five 
days, that she was even missing. At-
tending Police Officers did some checks 
when this was reported but the TPA 
believe a closer relationship with them 
may have provided a larger more in-
tense search at that time.

TPA decided to continue with Barb’s 
ideas as her legacy for Tullah, and joined 
NHWT earlier this year. Signs will be 
erected by West Coast Council around 
the town soon, monthly newsletters are 
available, alerts are being posted social 
media and an information forum for 
“Get Online Week will be held on the 
18th for community members.

Sonya Gerwin, Constable Glen Martin and Meygan Barstow with the new, 
soon to be erected signs



Welcome to the NEW  
Western Echo Directory! 

 
This will eventually consist of five pages, ‘Where to 
Eat’, ‘What to Do’, ‘Where to Stay’, ‘Where to Shop’ 

and ‘Who can Help’ and be THE guide to the West 
Coast. 

 
If you would like to place YOUR message on here 
it is only $100 per month (six month contract but 

invoiced monthly)  
for the standard size ad seen here at bottom  

of the page 
but you can extend your ad if you wish. 

We can also design your ad for you at no extra 
charge. 

Please send an email to alan@westernecho.news 
if interested in being a part of this directory.
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Mt Lyell Motor Inn 
6453 5000   
1-5 Orr St,  

Queenstown

Open 11 am 7 days week.  
Meals served 11am till 8.30pm 

Bar open 11am till late 
Buffet breakfast $15p/p  

4.30am till 8.30am

The  
Confluence  

Hotel

West Coast-Directory-Where to eat?

get ter 
burgery

queenstown rsl

Rotating menu  
(and Mum’s Apple Pie)

Available Saturday 
from 5pm

Cnr Cutten & McNamara Streets
Sub Branch 4 - 10pm Fri & Sat

Don't feel like cooking?
We can sort you! 

Pizza, pies, chips, burgers, 
steak sandwiches  

and desserts... 
We also have frozen crib meals  

Come say G'day 
We can also cater  

for your events
Open daily from 9am to 7 pm

125 Main Street , Zeehan
0459 230 458

Wildz Take Away & Catering Molly's Cafe 
Strahan

8 - 10 Innes Street Strahan  
  Ph: (03) 6471 7253

Dine in or Takeaway, 
just a snack or a 

complete meal, and a 
range of grocery items

Real food, real people, 
and always a smile at

 OPEN THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY 8am - 10.30pm
NEORAMA - A spectacular installation by Annette van Betlehem will be 

projected onto the shell of the Royal Hotel Linda 7pm - 10.30pm 
 

GET ON THE BUS at Queenstown Station Driffield Street departing  
EVERY HALF HOUR from Queenstown and Linda from 7pm

OPEN SUNDAY 8am - 5pm

FREE, FAMILY FRIENDLY, REAL FOOD, BAR OPEN, ART TRAIL

LINDA CAFE  on the site of the Royal Hotel Linda
Unconformity Festival Program

Ph: 0432 082 631
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Preston Ridge Free Pork are bringing amazing FREE RANGE Pork to the West Coast – right to 
your doorstep!!!!  We will be in the West Coast (Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery & 
Tullah) every fortnight - see schedule below. 
 
Orders are essential for full/half pork and lamb – please contact us via email, call/text or 
message via Facebook.  We always bring extra stock in case you forgot to order – this will be 
individual cuts for Pork only. 
 
PORK     LAMB     BEEF 
Full/Half Porkers   ONLY Full/Half Lambs   TBA 
Pork-in-a-Box    NO Individual Cuts available 
Individual Cuts      

Please contact us for more information 
 
DATES  
August   : Thursday 10th  &  Thursday 24th 
September  : Wednesday 6th  &  Wednesday 20th  
 
TIME    VENUE 
10am – 11am  : Queenstown (7XS Radio Station) 
12pm – 1pm  : Strahan (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
1:30pm  -  2pm  : Zeehan (Carpark @ Heemskirk Hotel) 
2:30pm – 3pm  : Rosebery (opposite Top Pub) 
3:30pm – 4pm  : Tullah (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
 
 
Email:   prestonridgepork@gmail.com 
Mobile: 0492 171 373 
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork 
 

West Coast-Directory-Where to shop & what to do

Delivering FRESH FISH 
to the West Coast every 

2nd Thursday

19th October
2nd November
Pickup locations & times

Waratah - 9 - 9.30am Opposite Roadhouse 
Tullah 10 - 10.30am Opposite Tullah Cottage

Rosebery 11am - 12pm Opposite Top Pub 
Zeehan 12.30 - 1.30pm  

In front of Heemskirk Motor Lodge 
Queenstown 2 - 3pm Train Station Carpark

Strahan 4 - 5pm Carpark - Strahan Woodworks

Orders welcome by text to: 
0419 271 136 

Follow us on facebook

2 Orr Street Queenstown Tasmania
empireartbox.au

0421811180

photography
sculpture
jewellery 
paintings
clothing 
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message via Facebook.  We always bring extra stock in case you forgot to order – this will be 
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Preston Ridge Free Pork are bringing amazing FREE RANGE Pork to the West Coast – right to 
your doorstep!!!!  We will be in the West Coast (Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery & 
Tullah) every fortnight - see schedule below. 
 
Orders are essential for full/half pork and lamb – please contact us via email, call/text or 
message via Facebook.  We always bring extra stock in case you forgot to order – this will be 
individual cuts for Pork only. 
 
PORK     LAMB     BEEF 
Full/Half Porkers   ONLY Full/Half Lambs   TBA 
Pork-in-a-Box    NO Individual Cuts available 
Individual Cuts      

Please contact us for more information 
 
DATES  
August   : Thursday 10th  &  Thursday 24th 
September  : Wednesday 6th  &  Wednesday 20th  
 
TIME    VENUE 
10am – 11am  : Queenstown (7XS Radio Station) 
12pm – 1pm  : Strahan (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
1:30pm  -  2pm  : Zeehan (Carpark @ Heemskirk Hotel) 
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3:30pm – 4pm  : Tullah (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
 
 
Email:   prestonridgepork@gmail.com 
Mobile: 0492 171 373 
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork 
 

Amazing FREE RANGE Pork to 
the West Coast – right to your 

doorstep every fortnight!

Pickup locations & times
Queenstown 10-11am 7XS Radio Station 

Strahan 12-1pm Carpark - opposite Post Office
Zeehan 1.30 - 2pm  Carpark Heemskirk Hotel 

Rosebery 2.30-3pm opposite Top Pub 
Tullah 3.30-4pm opposite Post Office

 
Email: prestonridgepork@gmail.com

Mobile: 0492 171 373
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork

Porker packs available.   
Orders for Full/Half Pork  

& Lamb are essential 

Serving the West Coast 
communities of Tasmania. 

Strahan, Zeehan & Queenstown 
with quality pet feed and 

supplies
0407 586 687 

The Esplanade, Strahan
Stormhavenspetsupply@gmail.com

We work very hard to put our 
customers first, providing quality 
on focus. As a community-driven 
business, we pride ourselves on 
supporting the local community 

and it's events. 
We look forward to assisting 

you on your next visit! 

30 Orr Street , Queenstown,  
6471 1025

 4th & 18th  October and  
1st, 15th & 29th November.

When you walk into the gallery and 
workshop at Huon Pine Gallery and Shop 

in Strahan, you will be greeted by the 
distinctive smell of  Tasmania’s famous 

Huon Pine and the aromatic oil finishes that 
are used on the timber work.

Then you will begin to look closer at the 
displays of beautiful woodwork, admiring 
the many pieces created from Tasmania’s 

rainforest timbers.
As your eye wanders further, you may see 

some of the in-house craftspeople at work 
or talking, laughing, creating, dreaming or 

imagining.  
There is always something happening and 

there are more ideas for pieces than we have 
time to create them!

Not all ideas become reality, but we have 
fun designing and dreaming.

 

Huon Pine Gallery and Shop - Strahan - Handcrafted Huon Pine WaresHuon Pine Gallery and Shop - Strahan - Handcrafted Huon Pine Wares
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RosebeRy Athletics
 Carnival 2023

Saturday 16th december
at roSebery park oval

book

 the date

photo courtesy of A
lan Jennison

photo courtesy of Tas C
arnivals

photo courtesy of A
lan Jennison

What’s happening  
on the coast?

Explore the historic borderlands of Europe, with a thrilling blend 
of old and new by “Tasmania’s Baroque supergroup”, performed 

in a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere.

TICKETS $30-$40
BOOKINGS ONLINE OR AT THE DOOR 

VANDIEMENSBAND.COM.AU 

TULLAH LAKESIDE LODGE 
SAT 21 OCTOBER, 3PM

STANLEY TOWN HALL 
TUE 24 OCTOBER, 6PM

“EXQUISITE”

Sydney Morning Herald

Limelight

West Coast-Directory-Who Can help?

*New homes
*Renovations
*Suspended 

plasterboard & rondo 
exposed grid ceilings

0417 050 068

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

NEED A SPARKY?  
Contact Frank@

dillonelectrical 
 

We service the West 
Coast of Tasmania and 
will be happy to help 

you with all your 
electrical needs

GD  
Virtual Business 

Services

At Cando Antenna we strive 
to provide the best possible 

service to customers  
whatever their telecom

0412 867 631
candoantenna@gmail.com

gdvirtualbusinessservices.com.au
admin@gdvirtualbusinessservices.com.au

Call 0428761831

For your 
bookkeeping  

& admin needs
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The ‘West Coast History in Miniature’ shop opposite the 
museum in Zeehan will be having a ‘soft’ opening on 

November 1st at 10am 
COme along and see the dioramas, play with the trains and see 

the West Coast’s history like you have never seen it before
Entry is FREE 

(Donations are appreciated though if you enjoy it)

What’s happening on the coast?

Zeehan Time Capsule
Let’s make history!   Join us as we bury our time capsule 
Followed by morning tea

Thursday 2nd November 11am

Zeehan Neighbourhood Centre - Somer House 

              For more information contact the ZNC on 64716108 

 

 

 
 

Volunteer 
& 

spirit 
awards 

2023 

west coast 

 
The 2023 Australia Day West Coast Spirit Awards 
celebrate the people, organisations and events 
that have made an outstanding contribution to 

the West Coast community. 
 

Nominate by contacting 
communityconsultation@westcoast.tas.gov.au or 
drop into Council office to receive an application 

form. 

 
 

Nominations close 5pm Friday 17 November 2023. 

Opening Day! November 1st 

 

 

 
 

Volunteer 
& 

spirit 
awards 

2023 

west coast 

 
The 2023 Australia Day West Coast Spirit Awards 
celebrate the people, organisations and events 
that have made an outstanding contribution to 

the West Coast community. 
 

Nominate by contacting 
communityconsultation@westcoast.tas.gov.au or 
drop into Council office to receive an application 

form. 

 
 

Nominations close 5pm Friday 17 November 2023. 

The Central Hotel, Zeehan is open Tuesdays from 4.30pm 
and is opening for the weekend of the Gem Fair 

Friday 10th November - 4.30 till late 
Saturday 11th November 2pm till late 

Sunday 12th November from 2pm 
Drop in for a drink or two! 

 

 

 
 

Volunteer 
& 

spirit 
awards 

2023 

west coast 

 
The 2023 Australia Day West Coast Spirit Awards 
celebrate the people, organisations and events 
that have made an outstanding contribution to 

the West Coast community. 
 

Nominate by contacting 
communityconsultation@westcoast.tas.gov.au or 
drop into Council office to receive an application 

form. 

 
 

Nominations close 5pm Friday 17 November 2023. 
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Give your leaders and emerging leaders 
the basic tools they need to support them 
in their leadership journey.

Ph 1300 986 125 | www.transtegic.com
v1.0 © Transtegic

Leadership essentials – a one-day 
introductory workshop program

Now is the time to clean up our yards, 
clear away rubbish piles keep lawns 
mowed and be aware when you grab 
wood from our woodpiles. 

When gardening just be aware that 
snakes are out and about snakes are part 
of our Australian summer.

It is important to educate our children 
on snake safety and what they can do if 
they come across a snake. Parents can 
teach their children snake safety. 

This general information is 
for adults and children alike. 
If you see a snake Do not panic, stand still 
and slowly but very calmly back away out 
of harm's way. I

f you're walking along and the snake is 
very close to you stand perfectly still. The 
snake will move on or maybe even pass 
through your legs. Don't move. It will just 
keep going don't panic. 

Take nice slow breaths and remain 
calm. They don't want to bite us. They re-
act to movement. 

As soon as you are clearly out of harm's 
way tell an adult or teacher straight away. 
Children can also call out to their care-
giver parents ‘SNAKE’ still following 
the above general advice if you see a 
snake at home or the workplace, follow 
the general advice above. Get all people 
and pets out of harm's way. Call your lo-
cal snake catcher. from a safe distance 
keep an eye on where the snake is until 
the snake catcher arrives. Never touch 
or provoke a snake and never touch a 
dead snake, venom is still in the snakes 

fangs and can remain there for years. 
If a snake is in a room in your house or 
workplace, get everyone and pets out 
of harm's way. Close the door to that 
room, wrap a towel up and jam it un-
der the gap of the door. Call your lo-
cal snake catcher. Keep an eye on the 
door until the snake catcher gets there. 
And even if it is outside, from a safe 
distance, keep an eye on where the 
snake is until a snake catcher gets 
there. If you keep an eye on the snake 
until a snake catcher gets there then 
the snake catcher has a better chance 
of finding the snake and removing it. 
This year we have three snake catchers 
who are happy to serve the West Coast 
community with catching and relocating 
problems snakes. Happy to help if we can. 
Amanda Norris 0459825241  
Nathan Capan 0427420984 
Angie Kapan 0409164394 

There are others on the West Coast who 
have been trained and have their snake 
catching permits, and also may be willing 
to help,
If you are interested in becoming a 
snake catcher there are quality cours-
es held around the state. If you sus-
pect you have been bitten by a snake 
seek medical attention immediately. 
If you suspect your pet has been bit-
ten by a snake call the vet immediately  
Written by Angie Capan  
Supported by Amanda Norris and Na-
than Capan.

Be aware - Not scared 

Keep Australia Beautiful Australia 
Tidy Towns Competition visited Wara-
tah onThursday 21 September.

A glorious day welcomed the Tidy 
Towns judges, Geoff Marsh and Lona 
Turvey, to Waratah. 

The day started with locals gathering 
at the Elma Fagan Community Sports 
Centre to meet Geoff and Lona where 
initiates were discussed including the 
Waratah Woodchopping Carnival, The 
Mens Shed, Bowls & sports, Potluck 
lunches, marking of graves at the old 
cemetery et al. 

Proud Waratah folk had a lot to 
showcase about the amazing historical 
little town which kept the judges on a 
busy schedule. This included visiting 
The Waratah Mens Shed, The Commu-
nity Hub & Food Hub which was creat-
ed through an initiative of the Waratah 
Community Board. 

After lunch they visited the histor-

ical cenotaph with the beautiful sol-
diers’ seats which were made possible 
through a Teddy Sheean Grant and 
community fundraising, the histor-
ical & recently revamped Waratah 
Museum as well as the wishing well 
and Philosophers Hut, the Kenworthy 
Stamper Mill, The SES & fire services, 
the beautiful Athenaeum Hall where 
the John H Robinson exhibition & the 
ANZAC Day exhibition is held. Here 
we showcased the wonderful ceramic 
poppies and poppy mats, as well as the 
Walks around Waratah brochure, & the 
recently installed Thylacine installa-
tions by the Waratah Wynyard Council.

The last stop was at the Post Office 
and information centre where groups 
gathered to discuss many projects hap-
pening around Waratah which includes 
the Book club, Monday crafts, the 
garden club, library et al.

The judges were quite impressed 

Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy Towns judges visit Waratah
with the days tour, and we will find 
out how Waratah faired in November. 
Keeping fingers crossed. Many thanks 

go to Kelly Milikins for organising the 
day and to all the locals who made the 
day such a success.

www.wnwwork ing .com .au

TULLAH / ROSEBERY / ZEEHAN 
QUEENSTOWN / STRAHAN

Looking for work?
Not sure on the next steps?
Want to upskill through study or training?
Are you looking for a different career path?
Re-entering the workforce?

JUMP INTO THE 
UNKNOWN WITH 
WEST NORTH WEST 
WORKING
Let’s start the conversation about your next 
moves with employment, education & training.



Zeehan Netball Association held their 
Womens Competition Grand Final on 
Saturday 23rd Sep 2023.
Sapphires battled it out against reigning 
champs Panthers in a spectacular final.
Clare Hales dominated the goal circle 
with her amazing ability to not miss , 
but she was met with strong defence 
from Ali Collier who put a lot of pres-
sure on.  
Equally as quick, Jade Quinn smashed 
out goal for goal quarters for Sapphires  
but she was met with amazing defence 
and intercepts from Kirsty Mansson.
Through the centre we saw Myah Dal-
ton run at speed, closely followed by 
Hayley Clark keeping up with the pace 
to get that ball back to their shooters.
A great game by all and a spectacular 
game to watch, a great win by Panthers
Final score was 69-35.
The committee would like to thank 
everyone for their ongoing support , 
our little association just keeps getting 
better and better. 
See you all next time.
Aleisha Maskell

WE play
Photos by Alan Jennison

ZEEHAN NETBALL
Womens Grand Final




