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The Western Echo is two years old!

They say time flies when you’re having 
fun and that is certainly the case here. 

It sure doesn’t seem like two years since 
I started the Western Echo but here we 
are, 24 editions on. 

This is as much on you, the people of 

the West Coast as it is on me as Editor/
Publisher, and for that I give my deepest 
thanks.  I am very proud of this paper; 
it has come a long way since the first 
edition. I have made a lot of friends since 
then and hope to make many more. I 

won’t be satisfied until every one of you 
has been in the Echo at least once.

That means that you are stuck with me 
as I hope to be bringing you this newspa-
per for many years to come. Hell... I’ve 
only just started!

I really couldn’t do it without you all 
though, from letters to the editor, to tips 
and hints, to stories and photos, you are 
the important ones here; I just help deliver 
the message, although if anybody wants to 
throw me a party...
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Friday December 10th marked the 
opening the entire Mt Owen trail 
network, with the remaining four trails 
opening up for people to experience, 
bringing online another 18km of trail to 
the 36km network. 

In a time where trails are seemingly 
popping up everywhere, it’s where 
they are built that sets them apart. 
With multiple spectacular alpine style 
ridgeline trails and the atmospheric 
‘Natural Selection’ trail beginning just 
shy of the 1146m summit, the Mt Owen 

Juggling family  
and saving lives

Kyle Middleton is a young man with 
a partner and a two-month-old baby.

He also carries a pager everywhere 
he goes and when it goes off, dons his 
orange hi-vis overalls and leaps into 
action.

You see, for the past two years Kyle  
has also volunteered with the State 
Emergency Service.

I caught up with Kyle and asked how 
he managed it all.

As Kyle says “ It’s more of a family 
(the SES),  than a bunch of people 
getting together. A really close-knit 
community, all over Tassie” 

Trained for almost anything, Kyle is 
never sure what he will find at the scene 
of an accident or incident, but he isn’t 
alone.

Kyle: “The SES is like a second 
family that come together and help 
other people. They are a special bunch, 
the SES.

We cover a lot of car accidents and 
incidents over the West Coast but can 
be called in to help out anywhere we 
might be needed. We work closely with 
Tasmanian Police and often take part in 
training exercises together.”

Alan: “So one day you could be 
pulling a trapped person from a car and 
the next you could be dealing with fires, 

floods,  rockslides or missing hikers.”
Kyle: “Yes, we are all highly trained 

in the use of all the equipment, whether 
it be first aid, the jaws of life, ropes, 
and recovery etc. It keeps things 
interesting.”

Continued on page 6

trails are an inimitable experience which 
simply can’t be replicated anywhere 
else in Australia. It is entirely, uniquely 
‘West Coast’ and strikes at the core  of 
what it means to go ‘mountain biking’. 
Sitting alongside places like Derby and 
Maydena, the Mt Owen trails make a 
lap of Tassie the mountain biker’s dream 
come true. 

Whilst the trails high on the mountain 
may not be for the faint of heart (or 

Continued on page 3

MTB rider, Josh Giuliani from Zeehan, Jack Fitzgerald from Zeehan, Roger 
Jaensch MP, West Coast Mayor Shane Pitt, MTB rider Matthew Pullen from 
Burnie, Gavin Pearce MP, Simon French from Dirt Art and Aaron Stewart, 
West Coast Council Project Officer and MTB enthusiast
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Story by Aaron Stewart

Sarah Island, 200 years to the day
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It was 1815 when Captain James Kelly 
became the first European to sail through 
‘Hell’s Gates’, the aptly named entrance 
to Macquarie Harbour. He named Sarah 
Island after Sarah Birch, the wife of the 
merchant who had paid for the voyage.
Seven years later two ships, the ‘Sophia’ 
and the ‘Prince Leopold’ left Hobart 
Town to set up a penal settlement on the 
island.
The two ships were separated in bad 
weather but the ‘Sophia’, under the hand 
of Captain John Kelly dropped anchor in 
‘tempestuous and rainy weather’ just off 
the coast of Sarah Island. 
Longboats were lowered and soldiers 
of the 48th Regiment, a surgeon and the 
new commandant were rowed ashore 
by convicts (both men and women), 
and thus, the Macquarie Harbour Penal 
Settlement began.
The date was January 3rd, 1822.
200 years on and Sarah Island was the 
scene of a “re-enactment” of the first day 
of landing and unloading supplies onto 
Sarah Island.
Around 800 people arrived on the island 
as part of their cruise with World Heritage 
Cruises and Gordon River Cruises and 
were met with a ‘Welcome to Country’ 
by Trish Hodge. Trish was a wealth of 
information on Aboriginal culture and 
history and said the following. 
“It was 200 years since the convicts 
landed, this was no celebration, it was an 
anniversary, and the most important part 
of the day was telling our story. There 

was no fanfare or celebration, only a 
sense of humility and understanding of 
the deep impact this had on our culture, 
heritage, and people”. 
Organised by Kiah Davey and the Round 
Earth Company, the crew from the tall 
ship ‘Windeward Bound’ travelled up 

from Hobart with a 20ft launch to be a 
part of the event, as did convict historian 
Hamish Maxwell-Stewart, members of 
a historical re-enactment group from 
Hobart, and  of course, Trish Hodge of 
NITA Education.
Lunch was supplied by Zara Trihey 

and her crew from the Linda Café 
and consisted of food that would have 
traditionally been eaten 200 years ago at 
such a settlement.
The soldiers and convicts had several 
landings on Sawpit Beach throughout the 
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The West Coast has been drawing the 
attention of gravity focused mountain 
bikers for months, with tantalizing 
images of rocky ridgelines perched high 
above Queenstown and Lake Burbury 
promising alpine style trails and long 
technical descents. With the trail network 
now fully open and the best of summer  
upon us, not one, but two races were 
hosted on the mountain in early February. 
The Trans Tasmania Enduro chose 
Queenstown as day 3 of their grueling 
5-day race – wedged between two days 
at the well-known Maydena and Blue 
Derby trail networks. The Trans Enduro 
is a roaming international event hailing 
from Canada which seeks the toughest 
mountains and trails on which the hardiest 
and most experienced riders opt to push 
themselves to the limit, with 5 huge 
back-to-back days of riding and racing. 
The event is based around drawing 
riders from far and wide (nationally and 
internationally) seeking new challenges 
and unforgettable experiences and racing 
the trails ‘blind’ – no practice runs here! 
On Wednesday (Feb 2nd) the racers were 
treated to a classic four season West Coast 
Day, providing showers, mist, wind, 
rain, and sunshine all in good measure. 
Luckily, this provided for optimal racing 
conditions for the field of 90 or so – with 
the moisture settling the dusty, gravelly 
upper slopes in the morning and the 
sunshine drying out the clayey hardpack 

Racers descend on Queenstown 
Story by Aaron Stewart, Photos by Alan Jennison 

Mt Lyell Picnic    Pages 7,8 & 9

Tasmanian rider, Stuart Keep 
showing his skill with a ‘manual’ 

on stage five of the Gravity Enduro 
race held on Sunday. 

Looking for lost towns   page 14

Buy one for your 
neighbour!
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Scaling new heights
 Imagine pebbles of all shapes and sizes cemented together then carved 
through using an angle grinder with a blade of ice. At times you are 
pulling on potato sized holds, at other times seeking the sharp edge of a 
bisected pebble. Full story on page 11

The West Coast has always drawn eclectic 
characters to its community. Known for 
its wild rugged beauty it comes as no 
surprise that returned servicemen and 
women come here to decompress and 
find their own peace.
Meet Harry, a highly decorated Veteran 
and tongue in cheek self-proclaimed 
“Guvna of Gormy”. Famed for his BBQ’s 
wearing “Guvna” robes and top hat, there 
is a serious side to Harry also.
From a young age Harry was passionate 
about carrying on the family legacy and 
he enlisted in the Australian Army in 
1990 serving with the 1st Battalion RAR. 
His younger brother Tim followed in his 
footsteps and enlisted a few years later. 
In 1993 Harry deployed to Somalia, 
Africa, later being awarded the 
Australian Active Service Medal & the 
Infantry Combat Badge. Discharging 
in 1996, Harry returned to civilian life 
but influenced by the terrorist attacks of 
9/11, Harry decided to re-enlist in 2003 - 
destination 2nd Cavalry Regiment. 
Harry was once again deployed, this 
time to Baghdad, Iraq in 2004/5, during 
a volatile time that saw constant threat. 
Harry was involved in a direct attack 
by a Suicide Bomber, on Australia Day 
2005 and despite receiving multiple 
shrapnel wounds his heroic actions 
that day resulted in being awarded 
the ‘Commendation for Distinguished 
Service’ - an honour that unfortunately 
prematurely ended his 1st tour of Iraq. 
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Tasmania’s adventure sports capital
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Over the course of the last two centuries, 
Queenstown has undergone a change 
in both names and reimaginations. 
These new interpretations of the town’s 
community have seen it revitalised in a 
number of different ways – whether a 
wave of gold miners, copper investors, or 
train enthusiasts. 
In more recent years, the area itself has 
undergone a quieter period. However, 
it only takes a quick scan of our 
neighbouring towns here on the West 
Coast, and even our own Queenstown 
itself, to note that change is indeed in the 
air. 
Both the locals from birth, and drifting 
additions to the West Coast alike have 
been able to sense a surge of energy 
coursing from the very soil itself. Perhaps 
the culprit of this manifesting vitality is 
the newly-instated mountain bike trails? 
Maybe it’s the venturing wheels of off-
road vehicles blazing through the region? 
Or even the intrepid hands of those 
introducing bouldering to our rocky area? 
I’m sure you may have sensed a theme 
by now. 
It isn’t just a rumour that the West Coast 
is on the precipice of becoming the 
adventure sport capital of Tasmania. It’s 
the hair-raising truth. 
From the earth (such as mountain biking) 
to the skies (paragliding), the West Coast 
region of Tasmania has seen a remarkable 
increase in a new type of populous – the 
kind attracted to activities previously left 
to those with an addiction to adrenaline. 
With all of this on our raw and rugged 

doorstep, though, why leave it to those 
only passing through?
Our region of this already daring island 
is crawling with potential, and said 
potential is finally gaining the recognition 
and subsequent attention it deserves. 
Keen eyes, both internal and external, 
are now snapping towards the West 
Coast – surveying the land, skies, and 
seas for what else can be reinterpreted in 
an adventurous skin. 
We are on the brink of a new phase of 
revitalisation. Never before have we 

been served such an opportunity on a 
silver platter. We are privileged in our 
location, for it has been, and always will 
be, one of pure potential – potential for 
every generation, old and new, that lives 
on the West Coast.
Before our eyes and behind the scenes, 
crafty minds and hands are at work to 
mould our area into one fit of such a 
prestigious title as mentioned above: The 
Adventure Sport Capital of Tasmania. 
However, such a title only comes along 
with two key elements – both an area 

with potential, and eyes built to spot said 
potential. 
The West Coast is very fortunate as of 
late, as it appears such keen eyes are 
indeed taking notice.
Now that we know the direction of 
which the West Coast is taking, all the 
excitement lays in the drive ahead. And 
with a streak of determination running 
rampant in the hearts of all West Coasters, 
I imagine the destination is a lot closer 
than we think. 
Story by Kaiya Crusoe.

Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Tullah, Rosebery Waratah - The West’s own newspaper

Edition 6  May 13,  2022            $2

wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

PHONE 0407 951 372        I           Licence 1501238

Colour run for youth week  P7 Van life and fungi  P20

They certainly bred em tough
PressWEST printmaking day  P8 Anzac Day around the coast  P10, 11

Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Tullah, Rosebery Waratah - The West’s own newspaper

These are letters supplied by Zara Trihey 
from her Grandfather who served in World 
War One. 

Scribed by my Grandfather Albert 
Wallish July 7th 1915.  
Lest we forget.
Dear Will, 
just a few lines to let you know I am 
still going strong, although wounded 
in the right hand.  I had three weeks of 
solid going and it was hot and heavy.  I 
daresay you have read all about in in 
the papers before now.  Our lads were 
grand, couldn’t beat them, and they had 
a tough proposition, everyone who has 
been through it knows really how tough 
it was, in fact it was only our bluff and 
guts that carried us through.  Anyway I am 
just about right again now and expect to 
go back again tomorrow.  Jack was gone 
before I got back here so I did not see 
him, but hope that he is alright, which is 
hardly to be expected, considering he is 
on a machine gun and a man wants to be 
lucky to miss getting one while working 
one of those.  I will try and get him off 
it when I get back, that is if he wants to 
come off it.  The first week was the worst 
of the fighting and there was about half 
of our battalion killed and wounded but it 
took them 3 weeks to give me one and that 
was a fluke.  I carried the piece of shrapnel 
around in my hand for a fortnight, I still 
have a piece and will send it home today.  
I bet that dad will hang onto  that.
Well old chap I am going back and I know 
what I am going back to.  I could easily 
get out of it and get home because my 

hand is not really right but I doubt if it 
ever will be but there are too many cold 
footed buggers here malingering now.  I 
will either be knocked out or get through 
and I don’t think the ammunition is made 
that will send me out, and if I get through 
I think I can get a commission. 
This place is very hot and when I get 
away I don’t want to see Egypt again.  
Cairo is about the dirtiest place you could 
imagine.  I think that you are a farmer 
now, I hope you are getting on well and 

when I come back which I certainly will 
do I will pay you a visit.
Well old chap I will ring off.
Hope this finds you well, I remain your 
affectionate Nephew/Son!
I will just (in case you know) say good 
health to yourself, excuse writing as paw 
is not too good yet.
Albert Wallish
PS Am going out to have a gay time today 
in Cairo. Ta Ta 

Second letter - October 31 1915
Dear Will, 
just a few lines to let you know how I am 
progressing.  
I suppose you got a shock when you heard 
that I had lost my leg.  I received your 
letter dated 22/9/15 and one from Dad at 
the same time, they did not then know that 
I was seriously injured, in fact seemed to 
think I was only slightly hit, as a matter 

Continued on Page 11
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The winners of Tassie’s Top Tour-
ist Town awards have just been an-
nounced, with Strahan taking out the win 
in the under 1500 population category. 
  Run by the Tourism Industry Council 
Tasmania, the awards are a yearly event, 
with each town producing and entering 
a short video as part of their submission. 
This is then voted upon by members of the 
public with each town being entered in a 
category according to its population.

Destination West Coast in partner-
ship with West Coast Council is thrilled 
to announce the beautiful and obvi-
ously popular town of Strahan has just 
been declared the winner in its category. 
Other winners are Sheffield (pop-
ulation 1500 - 5000) and Launces-
ton (population 5000 and above). 
  “We’re proud to showcase our com-
munity, its people and our spectacu-
lar scenery with this year’s entry” says 
Jo-Ann Kerr, President of Destination 
West Coast, “We love that Strahan and 
the West Coast of Tasmania are a little 
off the beaten path, but also encourage 
people to add it to their next itinerary.” 
  Each of Tasmania’s three category win-
ners will now go on to be judged along-
side the top towns in their Category across 
all other Australian States and Territories 
in the search for Australia’s Top Tourism 
Towns for 2022. 

Strahan takes out the gold in the 2022 Tassie’s Top Tourist Town awards for towns with a population under 1500. 
This is the view across Ocean Beach at sunset. It certainly looks like a river of gold to me. - Photo by Alan Jennison

Strahan takes gold in Tassie’s 
Top Tourist Town 2022 awards

Edition 8  July 8,  2022            $2

wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Searching for tigers  P11 Zeehan Auskick  P28Bendigo Bank supports Crows  P4 Hockey at Rosebery  P24

Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Tullah, Rosebery Waratah - The West’s own newspaper

A great turnout for Sunday’s Winter Warmer Mountain Bike event in Queenstown and the weather turned it on too.  Photo by Alan Jennison

Winter Warmer wet for some

The West Coast MTB Club threw off 
the heavy blanket of winter for some 
lighthearted fun on our bikes and the Mt 
Owen trails with our ‘Winter Warmer’ 
event on Sunday, July 3rd. Anyone who 
lives on the West Coast understands 
just how dark, wet, cold, and seemingly 
endless winters can seem at times! They 
also know that despite the misty, sunny, Why wet for some? Find out on P14

snowy, rainy, windy temperamental 
weather, nothing compares to the beauty 
of the West Coast in winter with its 
many moods and crisp blue-sky days.  
Luckily, we were treated to the latter, 
despite a patchy forecast and a very 
foggy sleep-in-kind of-morning.

With over 30 ‘competitors’ we kicked 
off the day with a social ride on the 

trails – with a twist! Multiple check-
points were stationed around the lower 
trails, each containing a stack of playing 
cards. Multiple courses were set for 
riders of differing abilities and fitness, 
with all riders collecting a lucky dip of 
four playing cards by the end of their set 
course. The odds were always stacked 
against the big kids, with the juniors 

trumping the field with the best cards 
and taking out the top prizes including 
vouchers at the new bike shop ‘West 
Coast Ride’, a meal voucher at The 
Empire Hotel, a trip up Mt Owen with 
RoamWild and a new esky (because it’s 
tricky keeping things cold in winter), 
right?).
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Dr Karl visits Rosebery
I don’t usually schedule story chasing 

on the Western Echo’s deadline day but 
this one was too good to pass up.

Dr Karl Kruszelnicki was visiting the 
Rosebery District School for a chat about 
all things science, and I couldn’t miss it.

For those that may not know, ‘Dr Karl’ 
made his TV debut as the presenter of the 
series of ‘Quantum’’ back in 1985. 

Since then, he has presented science on 
the Midday Show, Sunrise, Good Morn-
ing Australia, and the Today Show.

Dr Karl has also written and co-pro-
duced two seasons of ‘Sleek Geeks’ with 
fellow Geek, Adam Spencer.

Travelling as the ambassador for Bea-
ker Street’s new ‘Tassie Science Road 
Trip’ and with degrees in Physics, Math-
ematics, Biomedical Engineering, Medi-
cine and Surgery, Dr Karl is currently the 
Julius Sumner Miller Fellow at Sydney 
University where his mission is to spread 
the word about science and its benefits.

When I arrived at the school auditori-
um, Dr Karl was in the middle of a dis-
cussion with the year 7-10 students about 
climate change, fossil fuels and potential 
careers in science. 

Much laughter ensued when Dr Karl 
told students that they had (on average) 
nine IQ points more than their teachers.

Once questions had been answered to 
the student’s satisfaction it was time for 
the littlies, so in trooped years K-6 and 
talk immediately turned to farts. Farts 
was the subject and farts they got.

Why do farts smell and why do they 
smell worse in the shower was the main 
topic and the kids loved it, lots of ques-
tions about this smelliest of subjects and 
the good Doctor even discussed why 
holding in a fart might not be the best 
idea.

Moving on from that somewhat dis-
tasteful (but strangely interesting) sub-

ject and it was on to lightning and how 
best to protect yourself if you find your-
self in the middle of a field in a lightning 
storm (you crouch down is the answer).

Then it was time to talk about cats, 
more specifically, falling cats and how 
they avoid being killed or injured.

Turns out cats survive falls from great 
heights because they bounce, unlike 

dogs and people who don’t. There is a 
bit more to it than that, but we won’t go 
there now. I was as enthralled as the stu-
dents and loved every minute of the talk.

What a great thing to happen at the 
Rosebery School, quite a feather in 
their cap for sure. Well done Rosebery  
District School and thank you Dr Karl. 
Story and photo by Alan Jennison/Ed
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So much more than just names

I attended an art exhibition by Man-
dy Hunniford at the Soggy Brolly 
Gallery the other night, totally unpre-
pared for the sheer power and emo-
tion that this exhibition would evoke. 
As someone who has only been on the 

West Coast for five minutes (metaphori-
cally speaking), I wasn’t sure how Man-
dy would have treated such a sensitive 
and deep subject but I was very moved 
by the intensity of feelings from the oth-
er people in the gallery. Speaking with 

Mandy, she said she spoke with, and met 
many families whose loved ones are fea-
tured in this artwork, and this compas-
sion and depth of understanding shines 
through in the art itself. 

A fourth generation West Coast-

er, Mandy Hunniford has managed 
to convey the thoughts and feelings 
of the West Coast people perfectly. 
More about Mandy, her art and the ex-
hibition can be found on page 7 with a 
story by fellow artist, Jenny Groves.

Photo and story by Alan Jennison - Editor
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Mt Lyell remembrance

Wednesday, 12 October marked 110 
years since 165 miners were trapped un-
derground, 42 of whom lost their lives.

About twenty members of the com-
munity, many with direct ties to those 
that suffered in the tragedy attended a 
service at the Queenstown cemetery to 
recognise and reflect on this significant 

Photo by Alan Jennison - Editor

event that happened all those years ago.
The tragedy unfolded around 11.15am 

on 12 October 1912 when a fire was 
reported in the pump house of the 700 
foot level. Out of 170 workers, only 73 
men escaped on the first day. Those that 
had not already died, remained trapped.

The rescue effort for the Mt Lyell 

mine disaster was one of the biggest 
undertaken for the time. Fire crews 
and equipment were rushed by train 
in record time from Hobart and also 
shipped from Bendigo in Victoria, 
across Bass Strait. The S.S. Loongana, 
the ship which crossed the Strait carry-
ing the equipment, made the crossing in 

13 hours, 35 minutes – a record which 
stood for many years. Rescue efforts 
continued for four days with the last 
of the survivors brought to the surface 
more than 100 hours after their eight 
hour shift began. 
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Your newspaper is one year old
Where has the time gone?
It doesn’t seem like a almost a year ago 

that the first edition of the Western Echo 
hit the streets on Tasmania’s West Coast 
but the calendar tells the truth.

The Western Echo is celebrating its 
first birthday (well, 12 editions anyway).

Fourteen months ago I came to the 
coast and spoke with over 300 of you, 
asking three questions. 

Did you WANT a newspaper? What 

SORT of newspaper and what would you 
like IN a newspaper?

Everybody I spoke with said yes to a 
newspaper, it must be a printed paper, 
and must include local news and events 
(with no Harvey Norman ads).

Truth is though I couldn’t have done 
it without you, all of you. Many of you 
have given me ideas and tips for stories, 
some of you have written letters to the 
editor, some of you have become regular 

writers and all of you are readers of the 
West Coast’s own newspaper, the West-
ern Echo.

I know I will never be a ‘West Coaster’, 
but I call this place home, and hope you 
are enjoying the Western Echo as much 
as I enjoy bringing it to you, I sincerely 
hope to continue doing so for many years 
to come.

As always, please continue to make 
suggestions, write letters and let me 

know what is happening around the 
place, then I can share it with everybody. 

I would like to thank all the contribu-
tors, writers, photographers and advertis-
ers, many of you who have been with the 
Echo since the beginning.

Lastly, I just want to say a huge thank 
you to all on the West Coast, I am 
proud to be part of ‘our’ community. 
Alan Jennison - Editor
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Friday December 10th marked the 
opening the entire Mt Owen trail 
network, with the remaining four trails 
opening up for people to experience, 
bringing online another 18km of trail to 
the 36km network. 

In a time where trails are seemingly 
popping up everywhere, it’s where 
they are built that sets them apart. 
With multiple spectacular alpine style 
ridgeline trails and the atmospheric 
‘Natural Selection’ trail beginning just 
shy of the 1146m summit, the Mt Owen 

Juggling family  
and saving lives

Kyle Middleton is a young man with 
a partner and a two-month-old baby.

He also carries a pager everywhere 
he goes and when it goes off, dons his 
orange hi-vis overalls and leaps into 
action.

You see, for the past two years Kyle  
has also volunteered with the State 
Emergency Service.

I caught up with Kyle and asked how 
he managed it all.

As Kyle says “ It’s more of a family 
(the SES),  than a bunch of people 
getting together. A really close-knit 
community, all over Tassie” 

Trained for almost anything, Kyle is 
never sure what he will find at the scene 
of an accident or incident, but he isn’t 
alone.

Kyle: “The SES is like a second 
family that come together and help 
other people. They are a special bunch, 
the SES.

We cover a lot of car accidents and 
incidents over the West Coast but can 
be called in to help out anywhere we 
might be needed. We work closely with 
Tasmanian Police and often take part in 
training exercises together.”

Alan: “So one day you could be 
pulling a trapped person from a car and 
the next you could be dealing with fires, 

floods,  rockslides or missing hikers.”
Kyle: “Yes, we are all highly trained 

in the use of all the equipment, whether 
it be first aid, the jaws of life, ropes, 
and recovery etc. It keeps things 
interesting.”

Continued on page 6

trails are an inimitable experience which 
simply can’t be replicated anywhere 
else in Australia. It is entirely, uniquely 
‘West Coast’ and strikes at the core  of 
what it means to go ‘mountain biking’. 
Sitting alongside places like Derby and 
Maydena, the Mt Owen trails make a 
lap of Tassie the mountain biker’s dream 
come true. 

Whilst the trails high on the mountain 
may not be for the faint of heart (or 

Continued on page 3

MTB rider, Josh Giuliani from Zeehan, Jack Fitzgerald from Zeehan, Roger 
Jaensch MP, West Coast Mayor Shane Pitt, MTB rider Matthew Pullen from 
Burnie, Gavin Pearce MP, Simon French from Dirt Art and Aaron Stewart, 
West Coast Council Project Officer and MTB enthusiast
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Sarah Island, 200 years to the day
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It was 1815 when Captain James Kelly 
became the first European to sail through 
‘Hell’s Gates’, the aptly named entrance 
to Macquarie Harbour. He named Sarah 
Island after Sarah Birch, the wife of the 
merchant who had paid for the voyage.
Seven years later two ships, the ‘Sophia’ 
and the ‘Prince Leopold’ left Hobart 
Town to set up a penal settlement on the 
island.
The two ships were separated in bad 
weather but the ‘Sophia’, under the hand 
of Captain John Kelly dropped anchor in 
‘tempestuous and rainy weather’ just off 
the coast of Sarah Island. 
Longboats were lowered and soldiers 
of the 48th Regiment, a surgeon and the 
new commandant were rowed ashore 
by convicts (both men and women), 
and thus, the Macquarie Harbour Penal 
Settlement began.
The date was January 3rd, 1822.
200 years on and Sarah Island was the 
scene of a “re-enactment” of the first day 
of landing and unloading supplies onto 
Sarah Island.
Around 800 people arrived on the island 
as part of their cruise with World Heritage 
Cruises and Gordon River Cruises and 
were met with a ‘Welcome to Country’ 
by Trish Hodge. Trish was a wealth of 
information on Aboriginal culture and 
history and said the following. 
“It was 200 years since the convicts 
landed, this was no celebration, it was an 
anniversary, and the most important part 
of the day was telling our story. There 

was no fanfare or celebration, only a 
sense of humility and understanding of 
the deep impact this had on our culture, 
heritage, and people”. 
Organised by Kiah Davey and the Round 
Earth Company, the crew from the tall 
ship ‘Windeward Bound’ travelled up 

from Hobart with a 20ft launch to be a 
part of the event, as did convict historian 
Hamish Maxwell-Stewart, members of 
a historical re-enactment group from 
Hobart, and  of course, Trish Hodge of 
NITA Education.
Lunch was supplied by Zara Trihey 

and her crew from the Linda Café 
and consisted of food that would have 
traditionally been eaten 200 years ago at 
such a settlement.
The soldiers and convicts had several 
landings on Sawpit Beach throughout the 
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The West Coast has been drawing the 
attention of gravity focused mountain 
bikers for months, with tantalizing 
images of rocky ridgelines perched high 
above Queenstown and Lake Burbury 
promising alpine style trails and long 
technical descents. With the trail network 
now fully open and the best of summer  
upon us, not one, but two races were 
hosted on the mountain in early February. 
The Trans Tasmania Enduro chose 
Queenstown as day 3 of their grueling 
5-day race – wedged between two days 
at the well-known Maydena and Blue 
Derby trail networks. The Trans Enduro 
is a roaming international event hailing 
from Canada which seeks the toughest 
mountains and trails on which the hardiest 
and most experienced riders opt to push 
themselves to the limit, with 5 huge 
back-to-back days of riding and racing. 
The event is based around drawing 
riders from far and wide (nationally and 
internationally) seeking new challenges 
and unforgettable experiences and racing 
the trails ‘blind’ – no practice runs here! 
On Wednesday (Feb 2nd) the racers were 
treated to a classic four season West Coast 
Day, providing showers, mist, wind, 
rain, and sunshine all in good measure. 
Luckily, this provided for optimal racing 
conditions for the field of 90 or so – with 
the moisture settling the dusty, gravelly 
upper slopes in the morning and the 
sunshine drying out the clayey hardpack 

Racers descend on Queenstown 
Story by Aaron Stewart, Photos by Alan Jennison 

Mt Lyell Picnic    Pages 7,8 & 9

Tasmanian rider, Stuart Keep 
showing his skill with a ‘manual’ 

on stage five of the Gravity Enduro 
race held on Sunday. 

Looking for lost towns   page 14

Buy one for your 
neighbour!
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Scaling new heights
 Imagine pebbles of all shapes and sizes cemented together then carved 
through using an angle grinder with a blade of ice. At times you are 
pulling on potato sized holds, at other times seeking the sharp edge of a 
bisected pebble. Full story on page 11

The West Coast has always drawn eclectic 
characters to its community. Known for 
its wild rugged beauty it comes as no 
surprise that returned servicemen and 
women come here to decompress and 
find their own peace.
Meet Harry, a highly decorated Veteran 
and tongue in cheek self-proclaimed 
“Guvna of Gormy”. Famed for his BBQ’s 
wearing “Guvna” robes and top hat, there 
is a serious side to Harry also.
From a young age Harry was passionate 
about carrying on the family legacy and 
he enlisted in the Australian Army in 
1990 serving with the 1st Battalion RAR. 
His younger brother Tim followed in his 
footsteps and enlisted a few years later. 
In 1993 Harry deployed to Somalia, 
Africa, later being awarded the 
Australian Active Service Medal & the 
Infantry Combat Badge. Discharging 
in 1996, Harry returned to civilian life 
but influenced by the terrorist attacks of 
9/11, Harry decided to re-enlist in 2003 - 
destination 2nd Cavalry Regiment. 
Harry was once again deployed, this 
time to Baghdad, Iraq in 2004/5, during 
a volatile time that saw constant threat. 
Harry was involved in a direct attack 
by a Suicide Bomber, on Australia Day 
2005 and despite receiving multiple 
shrapnel wounds his heroic actions 
that day resulted in being awarded 
the ‘Commendation for Distinguished 
Service’ - an honour that unfortunately 
prematurely ended his 1st tour of Iraq. 
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Tasmania’s adventure sports capital
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Over the course of the last two centuries, 
Queenstown has undergone a change 
in both names and reimaginations. 
These new interpretations of the town’s 
community have seen it revitalised in a 
number of different ways – whether a 
wave of gold miners, copper investors, or 
train enthusiasts. 
In more recent years, the area itself has 
undergone a quieter period. However, 
it only takes a quick scan of our 
neighbouring towns here on the West 
Coast, and even our own Queenstown 
itself, to note that change is indeed in the 
air. 
Both the locals from birth, and drifting 
additions to the West Coast alike have 
been able to sense a surge of energy 
coursing from the very soil itself. Perhaps 
the culprit of this manifesting vitality is 
the newly-instated mountain bike trails? 
Maybe it’s the venturing wheels of off-
road vehicles blazing through the region? 
Or even the intrepid hands of those 
introducing bouldering to our rocky area? 
I’m sure you may have sensed a theme 
by now. 
It isn’t just a rumour that the West Coast 
is on the precipice of becoming the 
adventure sport capital of Tasmania. It’s 
the hair-raising truth. 
From the earth (such as mountain biking) 
to the skies (paragliding), the West Coast 
region of Tasmania has seen a remarkable 
increase in a new type of populous – the 
kind attracted to activities previously left 
to those with an addiction to adrenaline. 
With all of this on our raw and rugged 

doorstep, though, why leave it to those 
only passing through?
Our region of this already daring island 
is crawling with potential, and said 
potential is finally gaining the recognition 
and subsequent attention it deserves. 
Keen eyes, both internal and external, 
are now snapping towards the West 
Coast – surveying the land, skies, and 
seas for what else can be reinterpreted in 
an adventurous skin. 
We are on the brink of a new phase of 
revitalisation. Never before have we 

been served such an opportunity on a 
silver platter. We are privileged in our 
location, for it has been, and always will 
be, one of pure potential – potential for 
every generation, old and new, that lives 
on the West Coast.
Before our eyes and behind the scenes, 
crafty minds and hands are at work to 
mould our area into one fit of such a 
prestigious title as mentioned above: The 
Adventure Sport Capital of Tasmania. 
However, such a title only comes along 
with two key elements – both an area 

with potential, and eyes built to spot said 
potential. 
The West Coast is very fortunate as of 
late, as it appears such keen eyes are 
indeed taking notice.
Now that we know the direction of 
which the West Coast is taking, all the 
excitement lays in the drive ahead. And 
with a streak of determination running 
rampant in the hearts of all West Coasters, 
I imagine the destination is a lot closer 
than we think. 
Story by Kaiya Crusoe.

Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Tullah, Rosebery Waratah - The West’s own newspaper
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These are letters supplied by Zara Trihey 
from her Grandfather who served in World 
War One. 

Scribed by my Grandfather Albert 
Wallish July 7th 1915.  
Lest we forget.
Dear Will, 
just a few lines to let you know I am 
still going strong, although wounded 
in the right hand.  I had three weeks of 
solid going and it was hot and heavy.  I 
daresay you have read all about in in 
the papers before now.  Our lads were 
grand, couldn’t beat them, and they had 
a tough proposition, everyone who has 
been through it knows really how tough 
it was, in fact it was only our bluff and 
guts that carried us through.  Anyway I am 
just about right again now and expect to 
go back again tomorrow.  Jack was gone 
before I got back here so I did not see 
him, but hope that he is alright, which is 
hardly to be expected, considering he is 
on a machine gun and a man wants to be 
lucky to miss getting one while working 
one of those.  I will try and get him off 
it when I get back, that is if he wants to 
come off it.  The first week was the worst 
of the fighting and there was about half 
of our battalion killed and wounded but it 
took them 3 weeks to give me one and that 
was a fluke.  I carried the piece of shrapnel 
around in my hand for a fortnight, I still 
have a piece and will send it home today.  
I bet that dad will hang onto  that.
Well old chap I am going back and I know 
what I am going back to.  I could easily 
get out of it and get home because my 

hand is not really right but I doubt if it 
ever will be but there are too many cold 
footed buggers here malingering now.  I 
will either be knocked out or get through 
and I don’t think the ammunition is made 
that will send me out, and if I get through 
I think I can get a commission. 
This place is very hot and when I get 
away I don’t want to see Egypt again.  
Cairo is about the dirtiest place you could 
imagine.  I think that you are a farmer 
now, I hope you are getting on well and 

when I come back which I certainly will 
do I will pay you a visit.
Well old chap I will ring off.
Hope this finds you well, I remain your 
affectionate Nephew/Son!
I will just (in case you know) say good 
health to yourself, excuse writing as paw 
is not too good yet.
Albert Wallish
PS Am going out to have a gay time today 
in Cairo. Ta Ta 

Second letter - October 31 1915
Dear Will, 
just a few lines to let you know how I am 
progressing.  
I suppose you got a shock when you heard 
that I had lost my leg.  I received your 
letter dated 22/9/15 and one from Dad at 
the same time, they did not then know that 
I was seriously injured, in fact seemed to 
think I was only slightly hit, as a matter 

Continued on Page 11
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The winners of Tassie’s Top Tour-
ist Town awards have just been an-
nounced, with Strahan taking out the win 
in the under 1500 population category. 
  Run by the Tourism Industry Council 
Tasmania, the awards are a yearly event, 
with each town producing and entering 
a short video as part of their submission. 
This is then voted upon by members of the 
public with each town being entered in a 
category according to its population.

Destination West Coast in partner-
ship with West Coast Council is thrilled 
to announce the beautiful and obvi-
ously popular town of Strahan has just 
been declared the winner in its category. 
Other winners are Sheffield (pop-
ulation 1500 - 5000) and Launces-
ton (population 5000 and above). 
  “We’re proud to showcase our com-
munity, its people and our spectacu-
lar scenery with this year’s entry” says 
Jo-Ann Kerr, President of Destination 
West Coast, “We love that Strahan and 
the West Coast of Tasmania are a little 
off the beaten path, but also encourage 
people to add it to their next itinerary.” 
  Each of Tasmania’s three category win-
ners will now go on to be judged along-
side the top towns in their Category across 
all other Australian States and Territories 
in the search for Australia’s Top Tourism 
Towns for 2022. 

Strahan takes out the gold in the 2022 Tassie’s Top Tourist Town awards for towns with a population under 1500. 
This is the view across Ocean Beach at sunset. It certainly looks like a river of gold to me. - Photo by Alan Jennison

Strahan takes gold in Tassie’s 
Top Tourist Town 2022 awards
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A great turnout for Sunday’s Winter Warmer Mountain Bike event in Queenstown and the weather turned it on too.  Photo by Alan Jennison

Winter Warmer wet for some

The West Coast MTB Club threw off 
the heavy blanket of winter for some 
lighthearted fun on our bikes and the Mt 
Owen trails with our ‘Winter Warmer’ 
event on Sunday, July 3rd. Anyone who 
lives on the West Coast understands 
just how dark, wet, cold, and seemingly 
endless winters can seem at times! They 
also know that despite the misty, sunny, Continued on Page 14

snowy, rainy, windy temperamental 
weather, nothing compares to the beauty 
of the West Coast in winter with its 
many moods and crisp blue-sky days.  
Luckily, we were treated to the latter, 
despite a patchy forecast and a very 
foggy sleep-in-kind of-morning.

With over 30 ‘competitors’ we kicked 
off the day with a social ride on the 

trails – with a twist! Multiple check-
points were stationed around the lower 
trails, each containing a stack of playing 
cards. Multiple courses were set for 
riders of differing abilities and fitness, 
with all riders collecting a lucky dip of 
four playing cards by the end of their set 
course. The odds were always stacked 
against the big kids, with the juniors 

trumping the field with the best cards 
and taking out the top prizes including 
vouchers at the new bike shop ‘West 
Coast Ride’, a meal voucher at The 
Empire Hotel, a trip up Mt Owen with 
RoamWild and a new esky (because it’s 
tricky keeping things cold in winter), 
right?).
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Dr Karl visits Rosebery
I don’t usually schedule story chasing 

on the Western Echo’s deadline day but 
this one was too good to pass up.

Dr Karl Kruszelnicki was visiting the 
Rosebery District School for a chat about 
all things science, and I couldn’t miss it.

For those that may not know, ‘Dr Karl’ 
made his TV debut as the presenter of the 
series of ‘Quantum’’ back in 1985. 

Since then, he has presented science on 
the Midday Show, Sunrise, Good Morn-
ing Australia, and the Today Show.

Dr Karl has also written and co-pro-
duced two seasons of ‘Sleek Geeks’ with 
fellow Geek, Adam Spencer.

Travelling as the ambassador for Bea-
ker Street’s new ‘Tassie Science Road 
Trip’ and with degrees in Physics, Math-
ematics, Biomedical Engineering, Medi-
cine and Surgery, Dr Karl is currently the 
Julius Sumner Miller Fellow at Sydney 
University where his mission is to spread 
the word about science and its benefits.

When I arrived at the school auditori-
um, Dr Karl was in the middle of a dis-
cussion with the year 7-10 students about 
climate change, fossil fuels and potential 
careers in science. 

Much laughter ensued when Dr Karl 
told students that they had (on average) 
nine IQ points more than their teachers.

Once questions had been answered to 
the student’s satisfaction it was time for 
the littlies, so in trooped years K-6 and 
talk immediately turned to farts. Farts 
was the subject and farts they got.

Why do farts smell and why do they 
smell worse in the shower was the main 
topic and the kids loved it, lots of ques-
tions about this smelliest of subjects and 
the good Doctor even discussed why 
holding in a fart might not be the best 
idea.

Moving on from that somewhat dis-
tasteful (but strangely interesting) sub-

ject and it was on to lightning and how 
best to protect yourself if you find your-
self in the middle of a field in a lightning 
storm (you crouch down is the answer).

Then it was time to talk about cats, 
more specifically, falling cats and how 
they avoid being killed or injured.

Turns out cats survive falls from great 
heights because they bounce, unlike 

dogs and people who don’t. There is a 
bit more to it than that, but we won’t go 
there now. I was as enthralled as the stu-
dents and loved every minute of the talk.

What a great thing to happen at the 
Rosebery School, quite a feather in 
their cap for sure. Well done Rosebery  
District School and thank you Dr Karl. 
Story and photo by Alan Jennison/Ed
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So much more than just names

I attended an art exhibition by Man-
dy Hunniford at the Soggy Brolly 
Gallery the other night, totally unpre-
pared for the sheer power and emo-
tion that this exhibition would evoke. 
As someone who has only been on the 

West Coast for five minutes (metaphori-
cally speaking), I wasn’t sure how Man-
dy would have treated such a sensitive 
and deep subject but I was very moved 
by the intensity of feelings from the oth-
er people in the gallery. Speaking with 

Mandy, she said she spoke with, and met 
many families whose loved ones are fea-
tured in this artwork, and this compas-
sion and depth of understanding shines 
through in the art itself. 

A fourth generation West Coast-

er, Mandy Hunniford has managed 
to convey the thoughts and feelings 
of the West Coast people perfectly. 
More about Mandy, her art and the ex-
hibition can be found on page 7 with a 
story by fellow artist, Jenny Groves.

Photo and story by Alan Jennison - Editor
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Mt Lyell remembrance

Wednesday, 12 October marked 110 
years since 165 miners were trapped un-
derground, 42 of whom lost their lives.

About twenty members of the com-
munity, many with direct ties to those 
that suffered in the tragedy attended a 
service at the Queenstown cemetery to 
recognise and reflect on this significant 

Photo by Alan Jennison - Editor

event that happened all those years ago.
The tragedy unfolded around 11.15am 

on 12 October 1912 when a fire was 
reported in the pump house of the 700 
foot level. Out of 170 workers, only 73 
men escaped on the first day. Those that 
had not already died, remained trapped.

The rescue effort for the Mt Lyell 

mine disaster was one of the biggest 
undertaken for the time. Fire crews 
and equipment were rushed by train 
in record time from Hobart and also 
shipped from Bendigo in Victoria, 
across Bass Strait. The S.S. Loongana, 
the ship which crossed the Strait carry-
ing the equipment, made the crossing in 

13 hours, 35 minutes – a record which 
stood for many years. Rescue efforts 
continued for four days with the last 
of the survivors brought to the surface 
more than 100 hours after their eight 
hour shift began. 
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Your newspaper is one year old

Where has the time gone?
It doesn’t seem like a year ago that the 

first edition of the Western Echo hit the 
streets on Tasmania’s West Coast but the 
calendar tells the truth.

The Western Echo is celebrating its 
first birthday!

Fourteen months ago I came to the 
coast and spoke with over 300 of you, 
asking three questions. 

Did you WANT a newspaper? What 

SORT of newspaper and what would 
you like IN a newspaper?

Everybody I spoke with said yes to a 
newspaper, it must be a printed paper, 
and must include local news and events 
(with no Harvey Norman ads).

Truth is though I couldn’t have done 
it without you, all of you. Many of you 
have given me ideas and tips for sto-
ries, some of you have written letters 
to the editor, some of you have become 

regular writers and all of you are readers 
of the West Coast’s own newspaper, the 
Western Echo.

I know I will never be a ‘West Coast-
er’, but I call this place home, and hope 
you are enjoying the Western Echo as 
much as I enjoy bringing it to you, I 
sincerely hope to continue doing so for 
many years to come.

As always, please continue to make 
suggestions, write letters and let me 

know what is happening around the 
place, then I can share it with every-
body. 

I would like to thank all the contribu-
tors, writers, photographers and adver-
tisers, many of you who have been with 
the Echo since the beginning.

Lastly, I just want to say a huge thank 
you to all on the West Coast, I am proud 
to be part of ‘our’ community. 
Alan Jennison - Editor

Only on the West Coast
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Friday December 10th marked the opening the entire Mt Owen trail network, with the remaining four trails opening up for people to experience, bringing online another 18km of trail to the 36km network. In a time where trails are seemingly popping up everywhere, it’s where they are built that sets them apart. With multiple spectacular alpine style ridgeline trails and the atmospheric ‘Natural Selection’ trail beginning just shy of the 1146m summit, the Mt Owen 

Juggling family  
and saving livesKyle Middleton is a young man with a partner and a two-month-old baby.He also carries a pager everywhere he goes and when it goes off, dons his orange hi-vis overalls and leaps into action.You see, for the past two years Kyle  has also volunteered with the State Emergency Service.I caught up with Kyle and asked how he managed it all.As Kyle says “ It’s more of a family (the SES),  than a bunch of people getting together. A really close-knit community, all over Tassie” Trained for almost anything, Kyle is never sure what he will find at the scene of an accident or incident, but he isn’t alone.Kyle: “The SES is like a second family that come together and help other people. They are a special bunch, the SES.We cover a lot of car accidents and incidents over the West Coast but can be called in to help out anywhere we might be needed. We work closely with Tasmanian Police and often take part in training exercises together.”Alan: “So one day you could be pulling a trapped person from a car and the next you could be dealing with fires, 

floods,  rockslides or missing hikers.”Kyle: “Yes, we are all highly trained in the use of all the equipment, whether it be first aid, the jaws of life, ropes, and recovery etc. It keeps things interesting.” Continued on page 6

trails are an inimitable experience which simply can’t be replicated anywhere else in Australia. It is entirely, uniquely ‘West Coast’ and strikes at the core  of what it means to go ‘mountain biking’. Sitting alongside places like Derby and Maydena, the Mt Owen trails make a lap of Tassie the mountain biker’s dream come true. Whilst the trails high on the mountain may not be for the faint of heart (or Continued on page 3

MTB rider, Josh Giuliani from Zeehan, Jack Fitzgerald from Zeehan, Roger Jaensch MP, West Coast Mayor Shane Pitt, MTB rider Matthew Pullen from Burnie, Gavin Pearce MP, Simon French from Dirt Art and Aaron Stewart, West Coast Council Project Officer and MTB enthusiast
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It was 1815 when Captain James Kelly became the first European to sail through ‘Hell’s Gates’, the aptly named entrance to Macquarie Harbour. He named Sarah Island after Sarah Birch, the wife of the merchant who had paid for the voyage.Seven years later two ships, the ‘Sophia’ and the ‘Prince Leopold’ left Hobart Town to set up a penal settlement on the island.The two ships were separated in bad weather but the ‘Sophia’, under the hand of Captain John Kelly dropped anchor in ‘tempestuous and rainy weather’ just off the coast of Sarah Island. Longboats were lowered and soldiers of the 48th Regiment, a surgeon and the new commandant were rowed ashore by convicts (both men and women), and thus, the Macquarie Harbour Penal Settlement began.The date was January 3rd, 1822.200 years on and Sarah Island was the scene of a “re-enactment” of the first day of landing and unloading supplies onto Sarah Island.Around 800 people arrived on the island as part of their cruise with World Heritage Cruises and Gordon River Cruises and were met with a ‘Welcome to Country’ by Trish Hodge. Trish was a wealth of information on Aboriginal culture and history and said the following. “It was 200 years since the convicts landed, this was no celebration, it was an anniversary, and the most important part of the day was telling our story. There 

was no fanfare or celebration, only a sense of humility and understanding of the deep impact this had on our culture, heritage, and people”. Organised by Kiah Davey and the Round Earth Company, the crew from the tall ship ‘Windeward Bound’ travelled up 

from Hobart with a 20ft launch to be a part of the event, as did convict historian Hamish Maxwell-Stewart, members of a historical re-enactment group from Hobart, and  of course, Trish Hodge of NITA Education.Lunch was supplied by Zara Trihey 

and her crew from the Linda Café and consisted of food that would have traditionally been eaten 200 years ago at such a settlement.The soldiers and convicts had several landings on Sawpit Beach throughout the 
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The West Coast has been drawing the attention of gravity focused mountain bikers for months, with tantalizing images of rocky ridgelines perched high above Queenstown and Lake Burbury promising alpine style trails and long technical descents. With the trail network now fully open and the best of summer  upon us, not one, but two races were hosted on the mountain in early February. The Trans Tasmania Enduro chose Queenstown as day 3 of their grueling 5-day race – wedged between two days at the well-known Maydena and Blue Derby trail networks. The Trans Enduro is a roaming international event hailing from Canada which seeks the toughest mountains and trails on which the hardiest and most experienced riders opt to push themselves to the limit, with 5 huge back-to-back days of riding and racing. The event is based around drawing riders from far and wide (nationally and internationally) seeking new challenges and unforgettable experiences and racing the trails ‘blind’ – no practice runs here! On Wednesday (Feb 2nd) the racers were treated to a classic four season West Coast Day, providing showers, mist, wind, rain, and sunshine all in good measure. Luckily, this provided for optimal racing conditions for the field of 90 or so – with the moisture settling the dusty, gravelly upper slopes in the morning and the sunshine drying out the clayey hardpack 

Racers descend on Queenstown 
Story by Aaron Stewart, Photos by Alan Jennison 

Mt Lyell Picnic    Pages 7,8 & 9

Tasmanian rider, Stuart Keep showing his skill with a ‘manual’ on stage five of the Gravity Enduro race held on Sunday. 
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What is happening here?  Page 3 Footy season nearly here  page16

RSL’s vital in reuniting veterans
Bouldering adventures  Page 4 Did they find the lost town?  Page 10

Scaling new heights Imagine pebbles of all shapes and sizes cemented together then carved through using an angle grinder with a blade of ice. At times you are pulling on potato sized holds, at other times seeking the sharp edge of a bisected pebble. Full story on page 11

The West Coast has always drawn eclectic characters to its community. Known for its wild rugged beauty it comes as no surprise that returned servicemen and women come here to decompress and find their own peace.Meet Harry, a highly decorated Veteran and tongue in cheek self-proclaimed “Guvna of Gormy”. Famed for his BBQ’s wearing “Guvna” robes and top hat, there is a serious side to Harry also.From a young age Harry was passionate about carrying on the family legacy and he enlisted in the Australian Army in 1990 serving with the 1st Battalion RAR. His younger brother Tim followed in his footsteps and enlisted a few years later. In 1993 Harry deployed to Somalia, Africa, later being awarded the Australian Active Service Medal & the Infantry Combat Badge. Discharging in 1996, Harry returned to civilian life but influenced by the terrorist attacks of 9/11, Harry decided to re-enlist in 2003 - destination 2nd Cavalry Regiment. Harry was once again deployed, this time to Baghdad, Iraq in 2004/5, during a volatile time that saw constant threat. Harry was involved in a direct attack by a Suicide Bomber, on Australia Day 2005 and despite receiving multiple shrapnel wounds his heroic actions that day resulted in being awarded the ‘Commendation for Distinguished Service’ - an honour that unfortunately prematurely ended his 1st tour of Iraq. 
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Tasmania’s adventure sports capital
Towns full of bikes Page 6 Rosebery Hall windows  Page 10 

Over the course of the last two centuries, Queenstown has undergone a change in both names and reimaginations. These new interpretations of the town’s community have seen it revitalised in a number of different ways – whether a wave of gold miners, copper investors, or train enthusiasts. In more recent years, the area itself has undergone a quieter period. However, it only takes a quick scan of our neighbouring towns here on the West Coast, and even our own Queenstown itself, to note that change is indeed in the air. Both the locals from birth, and drifting additions to the West Coast alike have been able to sense a surge of energy coursing from the very soil itself. Perhaps the culprit of this manifesting vitality is the newly-instated mountain bike trails? Maybe it’s the venturing wheels of off-road vehicles blazing through the region? Or even the intrepid hands of those introducing bouldering to our rocky area? I’m sure you may have sensed a theme by now. It isn’t just a rumour that the West Coast is on the precipice of becoming the adventure sport capital of Tasmania. It’s the hair-raising truth. From the earth (such as mountain biking) to the skies (paragliding), the West Coast region of Tasmania has seen a remarkable increase in a new type of populous – the kind attracted to activities previously left to those with an addiction to adrenaline. With all of this on our raw and rugged 

doorstep, though, why leave it to those only passing through?Our region of this already daring island is crawling with potential, and said potential is finally gaining the recognition and subsequent attention it deserves. Keen eyes, both internal and external, are now snapping towards the West Coast – surveying the land, skies, and seas for what else can be reinterpreted in an adventurous skin. We are on the brink of a new phase of revitalisation. Never before have we 

been served such an opportunity on a silver platter. We are privileged in our location, for it has been, and always will be, one of pure potential – potential for every generation, old and new, that lives on the West Coast.Before our eyes and behind the scenes, crafty minds and hands are at work to mould our area into one fit of such a prestigious title as mentioned above: The Adventure Sport Capital of Tasmania. However, such a title only comes along with two key elements – both an area 

with potential, and eyes built to spot said potential. The West Coast is very fortunate as of late, as it appears such keen eyes are indeed taking notice.Now that we know the direction of which the West Coast is taking, all the excitement lays in the drive ahead. And with a streak of determination running rampant in the hearts of all West Coasters, I imagine the destination is a lot closer than we think. Story by Kaiya Crusoe.

Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Tullah, Rosebery Waratah - The West’s own newspaper
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These are letters supplied by Zara Trihey from her Grandfather who served in World War One. Scribed by my Grandfather Albert Wallish July 7th 1915.  Lest we forget.Dear Will, just a few lines to let you know I am still going strong, although wounded in the right hand.  I had three weeks of solid going and it was hot and heavy.  I daresay you have read all about in in the papers before now.  Our lads were grand, couldn’t beat them, and they had a tough proposition, everyone who has been through it knows really how tough it was, in fact it was only our bluff and guts that carried us through.  Anyway I am just about right again now and expect to go back again tomorrow.  Jack was gone before I got back here so I did not see him, but hope that he is alright, which is hardly to be expected, considering he is on a machine gun and a man wants to be lucky to miss getting one while working one of those.  I will try and get him off it when I get back, that is if he wants to come off it.  The first week was the worst of the fighting and there was about half of our battalion killed and wounded but it took them 3 weeks to give me one and that was a fluke.  I carried the piece of shrapnel around in my hand for a fortnight, I still have a piece and will send it home today.  I bet that dad will hang onto  that.Well old chap I am going back and I know what I am going back to.  I could easily get out of it and get home because my 

hand is not really right but I doubt if it ever will be but there are too many cold footed buggers here malingering now.  I will either be knocked out or get through and I don’t think the ammunition is made that will send me out, and if I get through I think I can get a commission. This place is very hot and when I get away I don’t want to see Egypt again.  Cairo is about the dirtiest place you could imagine.  I think that you are a farmer now, I hope you are getting on well and 

when I come back which I certainly will do I will pay you a visit.Well old chap I will ring off.Hope this finds you well, I remain your affectionate Nephew/Son!I will just (in case you know) say good health to yourself, excuse writing as paw is not too good yet.Albert WallishPS Am going out to have a gay time today in Cairo. Ta Ta 

Second letter - October 31 1915Dear Will, just a few lines to let you know how I am progressing.  I suppose you got a shock when you heard that I had lost my leg.  I received your letter dated 22/9/15 and one from Dad at the same time, they did not then know that I was seriously injured, in fact seemed to think I was only slightly hit, as a matter Continued on Page 11

Rosebery Neighbourhood House Street Party a huge hit! - Page 19
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The winners of Tassie’s Top Tour-ist Town awards have just been an-nounced, with Strahan taking out the win in the under 1500 population category.   Run by the Tourism Industry Council Tasmania, the awards are a yearly event, with each town producing and entering a short video as part of their submission. This is then voted upon by members of the public with each town being entered in a category according to its population.Destination West Coast in partner-ship with West Coast Council is thrilled to announce the beautiful and obvi-ously popular town of Strahan has just been declared the winner in its category. Other winners are Sheffield (pop-ulation 1500 - 5000) and Launces-ton (population 5000 and above).   “We’re proud to showcase our com-munity, its people and our spectacu-lar scenery with this year’s entry” says Jo-Ann Kerr, President of Destination West Coast, “We love that Strahan and the West Coast of Tasmania are a little off the beaten path, but also encourage people to add it to their next itinerary.”   Each of Tasmania’s three category win-ners will now go on to be judged along-side the top towns in their Category across all other Australian States and Territories in the search for Australia’s Top Tourism Towns for 2022. Strahan takes out the gold in the 2022 Tassie’s Top Tourist Town awards for towns with a population under 1500. This is the view across Ocean Beach at sunset. It certainly looks like a river of gold to me. - Photo by Alan Jennison

Strahan takes gold in Tassie’s 
Top Tourist Town 2022 awards
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A great turnout for Sunday’s Winter Warmer Mountain Bike event in Queenstown and the weather turned it on too.  Photo by Alan Jennison

Winter Warmer wet for some

The West Coast MTB Club threw off the heavy blanket of winter for some lighthearted fun on our bikes and the Mt Owen trails with our ‘Winter Warmer’ event on Sunday, July 3rd. Anyone who lives on the West Coast understands just how dark, wet, cold, and seemingly endless winters can seem at times! They also know that despite the misty, sunny, Continued on Page 14

snowy, rainy, windy temperamental weather, nothing compares to the beauty of the West Coast in winter with its many moods and crisp blue-sky days.  Luckily, we were treated to the latter, despite a patchy forecast and a very foggy sleep-in-kind of-morning.With over 30 ‘competitors’ we kicked off the day with a social ride on the 

trails – with a twist! Multiple check-points were stationed around the lower trails, each containing a stack of playing cards. Multiple courses were set for riders of differing abilities and fitness, with all riders collecting a lucky dip of four playing cards by the end of their set course. The odds were always stacked against the big kids, with the juniors 

trumping the field with the best cards and taking out the top prizes including vouchers at the new bike shop ‘West Coast Ride’, a meal voucher at The Empire Hotel, a trip up Mt Owen with RoamWild and a new esky (because it’s tricky keeping things cold in winter), right?).
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Dr Karl visits RoseberyI don’t usually schedule story chasing on the Western Echo’s deadline day but this one was too good to pass up.Dr Karl Kruszelnicki was visiting the Rosebery District School for a chat about all things science, and I couldn’t miss it.For those that may not know, ‘Dr Karl’ made his TV debut as the presenter of the series of ‘Quantum’’ back in 1985. Since then, he has presented science on the Midday Show, Sunrise, Good Morn-ing Australia, and the Today Show.Dr Karl has also written and co-pro-duced two seasons of ‘Sleek Geeks’ with fellow Geek, Adam Spencer.Travelling as the ambassador for Bea-ker Street’s new ‘Tassie Science Road Trip’ and with degrees in Physics, Math-ematics, Biomedical Engineering, Medi-cine and Surgery, Dr Karl is currently the Julius Sumner Miller Fellow at Sydney University where his mission is to spread the word about science and its benefits.When I arrived at the school auditori-um, Dr Karl was in the middle of a dis-cussion with the year 7-10 students about climate change, fossil fuels and potential careers in science. Much laughter ensued when Dr Karl told students that they had (on average) nine IQ points more than their teachers.Once questions had been answered to the student’s satisfaction it was time for the littlies, so in trooped years K-6 and talk immediately turned to farts. Farts was the subject and farts they got.

Why do farts smell and why do they smell worse in the shower was the main topic and the kids loved it, lots of ques-tions about this smelliest of subjects and the good Doctor even discussed why holding in a fart might not be the best idea.Moving on from that somewhat dis-tasteful (but strangely interesting) sub-

ject and it was on to lightning and how best to protect yourself if you find your-self in the middle of a field in a lightning storm (you crouch down is the answer).Then it was time to talk about cats, more specifically, falling cats and how they avoid being killed or injured.Turns out cats survive falls from great heights because they bounce, unlike 

dogs and people who don’t. There is a bit more to it than that, but we won’t go there now. I was as enthralled as the stu-dents and loved every minute of the talk.What a great thing to happen at the Rosebery School, quite a feather in their cap for sure. Well done Rosebery  District School and thank you Dr Karl. Story and photo by Alan Jennison/Ed
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So much more than just names

I attended an art exhibition by Man-dy Hunniford at the Soggy Brolly Gallery the other night, totally unpre-pared for the sheer power and emo-tion that this exhibition would evoke. As someone who has only been on the 

West Coast for five minutes (metaphori-cally speaking), I wasn’t sure how Man-dy would have treated such a sensitive and deep subject but I was very moved by the intensity of feelings from the oth-er people in the gallery. Speaking with 

Mandy, she said she spoke with, and met many families whose loved ones are fea-tured in this artwork, and this compas-sion and depth of understanding shines through in the art itself. A fourth generation West Coast-

er, Mandy Hunniford has managed to convey the thoughts and feelings of the West Coast people perfectly. More about Mandy, her art and the ex-hibition can be found on page 7 with a story by fellow artist, Jenny Groves.

Photo and story by Alan Jennison - Editor

Edition 11  octobEr 14,  2022            $2

wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Scouts on the Tramway P18 Junior Netball Grand Final P24Frocktales at the library  P3 Thanks from the cast & crew P5

Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery, Tullah and Waratah - The West’s own newspaper

Mt Lyell remembrance

Wednesday, 12 October marked 110 years since 165 miners were trapped un-derground, 42 of whom lost their lives.About twenty members of the com-munity, many with direct ties to those that suffered in the tragedy attended a service at the Queenstown cemetery to recognise and reflect on this significant 

Photo by Alan Jennison - Editorevent that happened all those years ago.The tragedy unfolded around 11.15am on 12 October 1912 when a fire was reported in the pump house of the 700 foot level. Out of 170 workers, only 73 men escaped on the first day. Those that had not already died, remained trapped.The rescue effort for the Mt Lyell 

mine disaster was one of the biggest undertaken for the time. Fire crews and equipment were rushed by train in record time from Hobart and also shipped from Bendigo in Victoria, across Bass Strait. The S.S. Loongana, the ship which crossed the Strait carry-ing the equipment, made the crossing in 

13 hours, 35 minutes – a record which stood for many years. Rescue efforts continued for four days with the last of the survivors brought to the surface more than 100 hours after their eight hour shift began. 
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Your newspaper is one year old

Where has the time gone?It doesn’t seem like a year ago that the first edition of the Western Echo hit the streets on Tasmania’s West Coast but the calendar tells the truth.The Western Echo is celebrating its first birthday!Fourteen months ago I came to the coast and spoke with over 300 of you, asking three questions. Did you WANT a newspaper? What 

SORT of newspaper and what would you like IN a newspaper?Everybody I spoke with said yes to a newspaper, it must be a printed paper, and must include local news and events (with no Harvey Norman ads).Truth is though I couldn’t have done it without you, all of you. Many of you have given me ideas and tips for sto-ries, some of you have written letters to the editor, some of you have become 

regular writers and all of you are readers of the West Coast’s own newspaper, the Western Echo.I know I will never be a ‘West Coast-er’, but I call this place home, and hope you are enjoying the Western Echo as much as I enjoy bringing it to you, I sincerely hope to continue doing so for many years to come.As always, please continue to make suggestions, write letters and let me 

know what is happening around the place, then I can share it with every-body. I would like to thank all the contribu-tors, writers, photographers and adver-tisers, many of you who have been with the Echo since the beginning.Lastly, I just want to say a huge thank you to all on the West Coast, I am proud to be part of ‘our’ community. Alan Jennison - Editor

Only on the West Coast

  Edition 1   dEcEmbEr 2021            $1Page 16Page 13Page 8wwEstErn EstErn EEchocho

Juggling family  and saving lives

PHONE 0407 951 372        I           Licence 1501238

Page 2 Sarah Island, 200 years to the day

Edition 2  January 14,  2022            $1wwEstErn EstErn EEchocho

PHONE 0407 951 372        I           Licence 1501238

Edition 3  FEbruary 11,  2022            $2wwEstErn EstErn EEchocho

PHONE 0407 951 372        I           Licence 1501238

Racers descend on Queenstown Story by Aaron Stewart, Photos by Alan Jennison 

Edition 4  march 11,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

PHONE 0407 951 372        I           Licence 1501238

RSL’s vital in reuniting veterans

Scaling new heights

Edition 5  april 8,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

PHONE 0407 951 372        I           Licence 1501238

Tasmania’s adventure sports capital

Edition 6  may 13,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

PHONE 0407 951 372        I           Licence 1501238

They certainly bred em tough

Rosebery Neighbourhood House Street Party a huge hit! - Page 19

Edition 7  JunE 10,  2022            wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Strahan takes gold in Tassie’s Top Tourist Town 2022 awards

Edition 8  July 8,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Winter Warmer wet for some

Edition 9  august 12,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Dr Karl visits Rosebery

Edition 10  sEptEmbEr 08,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

So much more than just names

Edition 11  octobEr 14,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Mt Lyell remembrance

Edition 12  novEmbEr 11,  2022            $2wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Your newspaper is one year oldww EE ww EE ww EE

Edition 13  dEcEmbEr 9,  2022            $2

wEstErn EchowEstErn Echo

Fishing Lake Burbury  P22Averbury Mine opening  P10 & P11Learoy is here  P5 New gallery opens in Queenstown P8

Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery, Tullah and Waratah - The West’s own newspaper

Hobart to Queenstown - 90 years on
On the 19th November, 1932, a black 

1929 Hudson Super Six rolled into 
Queenstown on its very first journey as 
a Mercury /mail and passenger car and 
stopped outside the Empire Hotel (see 
inset photo).

To commemorate that first trip so long 
ago, (a milestone of Tasmania’s transport 

history), a weekend motoring event to 
Tasmania’s West Coast was jointly or-
ganised through the Veteran Car Club of 
Tasmania and the Post Vintage Car Club 
of Tasmania with the Western Echo there 
to capture the occasion. 

And thus, on the 19 November 2022, a 
Black 1929 Hudson Super Six rolled into 

Queenstown once again - 90 years to the 
day!

The Hudson was restored by Mr Geoff 
Cuthbert of Hobart, and forms part of 
his collection of vintage and classic cars, 
and is still used to this day as a hire car 
around Hobart, mainly for weddings, 
now earning the title of the oldest li-

cenced hire car in Tasmania,
 Hudson’s like this were often used for 

passenger services, mail runs, and freight 
vehicles due to their reliability and speed 

Over 20 vintage and classic cars took 
part in the 2022 commemoration, with 
participants from all sectors of Tasmania 

Photo by Alan Jennison

Continued on Page 3
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Zero to sixty and back to zero in 30 seconds
Sometime back, the Granville Harbour 

Facebook page had a post calling for en-
tries into a Soapbox/Billycart derby to be 
held on the 30th December.

Well, that sounds like fun I thought, 
but I would need a cart... mmm… what 
to do?

I headed over to the BASS Engineer-
ing workshop here in Zeehan and asked 
if they were interested in helping. The 
idea went down really well with the guys 
over there but alas, they wouldn’t have 
had enough time with their other work 
commitments.

A week later, I received a message say-
ing come and look at your new cart!

I wandered over to their workshop 
and there she was, a streamlined, three 
wheeled cart that looked fast just sitting 
there. Turns out the cart had been built by 
Andrew Morris who used to build amaz-
ing hotrods and the clever guys at BASS 
had borrowed it for me to race.

It needed a bit of work on the brakes 
and steering but I thought I could do that 
in my spare time. The only problem with 
that was spare time. What is that? Any-
way, to cut a long story short, I greased 
up the steering, attached a rope to the 
front axles, pumped up the rear tyre and 
thought that will do.

Now to test it! 
Well, that lack of spare time hit me 

again and I had one small test run on an 
easy hill here in Zeehan, an hour before I 
was due in Granville Harbour for the big 
race.  I was ready. How hard can this be? 
Gravity does the work anyway, all I have 
to do is steer, right? 

Well, sort of.
We affixed the BASS Engineering and 

Western Echo stickers to the cart at the 
start line and then off to a drivers brief-
ing. No problems I thought, we get a 
practise run in before the real races.

So, off to the start line again. Don-
ning the helmet, replacing my glasses 
so I could see the road, and giving the 
steering and brake a quick test I rolled 
on my way. The cart gathered speed with 
every turn of the wheels and I was soon 
travelling very quickly indeed. Avoid the 
gravel edges I kept saying to myself and 
do NOT hit the logs down near the end 
of the track!

Aside from a few speed wobbles this 
practise run went really well and I felt 
reasonably comfortable in the cart (apart 
from the steering wheel being hard up 
against my belly).

The race order has been drawn and 
it’s time for the big race. Wouldn’t you 
know, I was first up, and racing against 
last year’s winner.

Ah well, it had to happen sooner or lat-
er, let’s do this I said.

One, Two, Three, GO, said the start-
er and we were off, side by side, gath-
ering speed at an alarming rate. Damn, 
the other cart pulled in front, OK, let’s 
see if I can catch him. And catch him I 
was, I was right on his tail and actually 
had to brake to stop myself running into 
the back of him, no room to overtake and 
then I got the speed wobbles and hit the 
gravel with the right hand wheel.

I turned left too sharply, overcorrecting 
and the next thing realised I was flying 
through the air UPSIDE DOWN! Crash, 
I hit something ( I was facing the other 
way and hadn’t realised it was the logs I 
mentioned I wanted to avoid hitting ear-
lier). A bit more of a scrape and another 
crash or two and I had stopped. Upside 
down and suddenly feeling very sore.

They pulled me from my cart and 
asked if I was OK, yes I said in an un-
certain voice.

But ouch, that bloody hurt. My back-
Continued on Page 4 Photo by Kerrie Laffer
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Jumping for joy at the Mt Lyell picnic

The125th, Mt Lyell, Australia Day 
picnic was recently held in Strahan 
and proved once again to be a huge 
hit with locals and visitors alike. With 
bike riding, egg and spoon races, tug 
of war, sack and three legged races, 
gumboot throwng (thanks for aiming at 
the photographer Liz - you’ll keep), and 
so much more. I took several thousand 
photos and have shown a few of these 
on pages ten and eleven. I am not going 
to mention which local 7XS DJ judged 
the sandcastle competition but he was 

told that it represented two islands and a 
ship. Who are we to argue with the kids 
interpretation? 
I did notice a bit of cheating (more artis-
tic interpretation?) in the egg and spoon 
races as well as the horseshoe toss but I 
don’t think anybody minded.  
I know that I thoroughly enjoyed the 
day, as did hundreds of others, and a 
huge shout-out goes to the organisers 
and volunteers who put so much time 
and energy into making this one the best 
events on the West Coast’s calendar.
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Snakes (and lizards) alive in the West

The Zeehan Study Hub had some 
excitement of the reptilian kind in late 
February, when we held two Snake 
Handling Workshops. Chris Daly, our 
Snake Handling guru from Tas Reptilia 
was kept busy with aspiring snake han-

dlers running around catching copper-
heads and tiger snakes in the grass.

Big thanks to Chris who kindly hosted 
a children’s session one afternoon where 
kiddies (and their parents!) could ask 
questions and find out a little more 

about the types of snakes on the West 
Coast. They also saw some of Chris’ 
snakes and even got to pat his pet liz-
ards!

These kinds of education opportuni-
ties are gold – not only are we educating 

our little people about the dangers of 
snakes, but each time we hold a snake 
handling workshop we meet prospective 
snake handlers for the region…  

Montanna Kerr and Sandie Adlard with a new friend - Photo by Alan Jennison
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Locals up in arms about Rosebery skate park

The local skate park at Rosebery is 
being considered for removal by the 
West Coast Council. 

This removal is, apparently, due to 
the current state of neglect that the 
skate park is in. The current skate park 
is extremely rusty and due to its metal 

construction, can get very hot during 
Summer. There have been a couple of 
incidents where children have fallen 
from their skateboards or scooters and 
have received burns. 

The residents of Rosebery would like 
to have the skate park either refurbished 

or replaced with a new facility that con-
tains similar style ramps to the ones that 
already exist so that it is safer to use.

The older children of the local high 
school (15–16-year-olds) were ap-
proached for their ideas quite some time 
ago by the Council. 

The result of this consultation was that 
the skate park would be replaced with 
a different park that had an air glider, a 
board glider and a skate pump track. It 
would also include seating space for the 
older youths to just hang out.

Edition 18  May 12,  2023            FREE

wEstERn EchowEstERn Echo
Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery, Tullah and Waratah - The West’s own newspaper

Continued on page 3

West Coast a film makers paradise

A few kilometres out from Zeehan is 
a huge expanse of bush that was once 
home to over a thousand miners and 
their families.  This is Dundas, and there 
is not much left now that Mother Nature 

has taken over the disused township.
The only inhabitants of the once 

thriving mining town are Mike and 
Eleanor Phelan who own a couple of 
mines in the area and two nicer people 

you would be hard pressed to meet.
Mike and Eleanor own the ‘Dundas 

Extended’, an old lead mine that is now 
being worked by Mike for Crocoite 
specimens and is one of several mines 

in the area that will feature in a new 
Discovery Channel show called ‘Crystal 
Hunters’

Just the thing for a show like ‘Crystal Hunters’, 
Tasmania’s state mineral, Crocoite has long,  

orange/red, delicate crystals of lead ore

L-R, Cameraman and drone pilot, Riaan Laabscher, Mike Phelan, 
Kyle Archer, Eleanor Phelan, Peter Willems, Mike Hoath (Producer) 

and ‘Buddy’ the dog in the foreground.
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From fish to fireworks at Tullah

It was the last day for the Lake 
Rosebery and Lake Macintosh trout 
fishing season and, since 2015 these 
lakes have been the scene of a fishing 
competition to raise funds for MND.
Saturday 27th May was the day and 

over 90 fishermen, women and children 
gathered to try their luck pulling those 
elusive fish from the lake’s waters.
The competition (called ‘The Stick’),  
is held in memory of Gary ‘The Stig’ 
Alexander who sadly passed away after 

suffering Motor Nuerone Disease.
It started with a few mates and has 
grown every year with more and more 
people joining in and helping. 
The weigh in for the comp is held in the 
afternoon at the Tullah Lakeside Lodge 

and this year was won by Brett Tobin 
from Ulverstone (pictured above left) 
with his 1.68 kilogram rainbow trout. 
The youngest person competing was 
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Bay of Fires on the big screen

Last year was a busy time on the west 
coast, with actors, props and animals 
being filmed in Queenstown, Strahan 
and Zeehan and all over our beloved 
west coast and now it all makes sense. 

  West Coast Heritage Limited in asso-
ciation with Marta Dusseldorp & Archi-

pelago Productions were very excited to 
present the first two episodes of the new 
series Bay of Fires in the very building 
featured in the show - the infamous and 
historic Gaiety Theatre, once the largest 
concert hall in Australia. 
  It was quite surreal sitting in the the-

atre watching scenes in the show that 
were shot in the theatre. 
  The Paragon theatre held a showing 
the night before with both Queenstown 
and Zeehan sold out on their respective 
nights. 
  The show is set in the town of ‘Mys-

tery Bay’ which is a mix of buildings 
and locations around the west coast.

Many locals were invited to take part 
in the production as extras and ‘Gary’ 
the goat will be familiar to quite a few 
people in Strahan. 
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Railway collaboration picks up steam
The ALONGSIDE platform series 

kicked off in Queenstown last night 
with the first of four-weekend experi-
ences. Friday’s platform-based event at 
Queenstown Station featured Matthew 
Evans and Sadie Chrestman, of Fat Pig 
Farm fame. It was attended by more 
than 50 hungry ticket holders at a time 
of year traditionally very quiet for the 
award-winning region.

The experiential series is a collabo-
ration between West Coast Wilderness 
Railway and the Linda Café and was 

designed to drive visitation following 
the temporary pause on passenger trains 
throughout the winter period. It coin-
cides with the State Government travel 
subsidy, named ‘Head West, Out Shout’, 
launched earlier this week.

“The Head West campaign means that 
visitors can experience the West Coast 
region for a fraction of what it might 
normally cost,” says Jo-Ann Kerr, Chair 
of the local tourism association, Desti-
nation West Coast. 

“Thanks to the Tasmanian Govern-

ment, visitors can attend one of several 
weekend experiences in either Queen-
stown or Strahan after a day of explor-
ing, and stay in one of the properties 
participating in the campaign, so it’s a 
win-win for everyone.” says Ms Kerr. 

There are more than 40 subsidised 
offers listed on the campaign website at 
westcoasttas.com. 

The remaining ALONGSIDE ex-
periences will be held each weekend 
throughout August, and feature come-
dian and chef Mamma Rosa, a weekend 

of jazz and gin with Urshula Leung and 
emerging West Coast distillers, Innes 
Distillery, and a night of fresh, locally 
caught abalone with Shane Wilson from 
Tasmanian Wild Seafood Adventures.

West Coast Wilderness Railway is 
expected to return to timetable services 
in time for the 23/24 tourism season. 

Shuddup An’Eat!”  ALONGSIDE 
with Mamma Rosa - Queenstown Sta-
tion - Friday 11 August 
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Rockcliff on track on the west coast
The Tasmanian Liberal Government 

today signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the West Coast Council 
and key industry leaders.

Premier Jeremy Rockliff said the 
MoU was an important next step in 
progressing the Government’s commit-
ment to develop a Strategic Regional 
Partnership with the Western Region of 
Tasmania.

“We know by working together, by 
sharing ideas, by collaborating and most 
importantly by involving and listening 
to our community we can help grown 
and support our communities to be 
thriving, welcoming place to live and 
visit,” the Premier said.

“This MoU cements our goodwill to 
work collaboratively toward a Strategic 
Regional Partnership to achieve those 
ends.

“Our Government has a vision for 
Tasmania’s regions that ensures they 
have the infrastructure, services and 
people they need to thrive and attract 
investment for sustained growth and 
prosperity.

“The Memorandum of Understand-
ing outlines how our Government will 
continue to work with the Council, 
RDA-Tasmania and industry to for-
malise our partnership.”

The MOU outlines our commitment 
to:

Improve accommodation, infrastruc-
ture, and amenity of towns to attract and 
retain workers and families;

Provide better liveability, including 
through sustainability and wellbeing. 
and connection for local people and 
local industries;

Provide a diversified economy;
Provide a voice for the local commu-

nity and demonstrate social benefits for 
residents, and,

Pictured looking through the rear window of ABT engine number 3 is Premier Jeremy Rockcliff  (centre) with 
Mark Robinson (Rail Operations Manager) and Ken Fairbairn (Workshop Supervisor).  Photo by Alan Jennison
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Zeehan is such a colourful place

The forecast was for a very wet day on 
Wednesday the fourth of October 2023. 

Luckily it wasn’t to be, because it 
would have been not only colourful but 
extremely messy, even more so than it 
was. 

This was was the Zeehan Neighbour-

hood Centre’s Youth Week colour run. 
The last event was unfortunately cancelled 
due to rain, but this year we had nice fine 
weather. 
The younger children were the first to race 
and started out in nice clean tee shirts. 
It wasn’t far to the first checkpoint and 

the paint powder attack started. It didn’t 
stop there, parents and older kids were 
stationed all over the course, all armed 
with powder buckets or squirters to cover 
and colour the racers as they ran past. It 
didn’t take long for those clean T shirts 
(and heads, legs, arms etc) to be covered 

in powder in all sorts of hue. 
Nobody was spared, not even this photog-
rapher who copped a little bit of the dust 
but luckily not too much on the camera. 

It certainly was not only a colourful 
spectacle, but a well attended one with 

Photo by Alan Jennison
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Here at the Western Echo we love a good debate. If you have a concern, griev-
ance, pet hate or even wish to congratulate someone for doing the RIGHT thing, 
then this is the place for it. Please note though, that everyone has the right to re-
ply to your letter and we at the Western Echo are under no obligation to publish if 
things look like they are getting out of hand. We do reserve the right to edit letters 
for reasons such as clarity and length. Other than that, feel free to have YOUR 
say.

Letters  to the editor...

Editor:  Alan Jennison   0488 2782 99  alan@westernecho.news

The Local Government Board has 
today submitted its final report on the 
Future of Local Government Review to 
the Tasmanian Government. 

The report outlines the substantial 
work the independent Board has under-
taken since the review was announced 
in November 2021. 

Minister for Local Government, Nic 
Street, said the report was fulsome, and 
thanked the independent Board for their 
hard work.

“I want to thank the Chair, Sue Smith, 
and all of the Board members for the 
consultative and constructive way they 
have conducted this review,” Minister 
Street said. 

“They have given every Tasmanian 
the chance to have their say, including 
all local councillors and council staff.

 “I will take some time to read the 
report and discuss it with my Cabi-
net colleagues, before releasing it for 
community and council feedback in late 
November.

 “It will be open for comment until the 

end of February so everyone can have 
their say on the recommendations.

 “Each council will be invited to re-
view the final report and make a submis-
sion so their unique wants and needs are 
given the recognition they deserve. 

“The Government has previously 
clearly stated that this review will not 
result in forced amalgamations of coun-
cils, and that position has not changed.

 “Any group of councils that see 
boundary changes in their best interests 
will be encouraged to progress their plan 
with the Government, and then ensure 
it has community support to proceed. 
There will be no changes unless both the 
council and community want them.

 “I look forward to councils from 
around the State engaging further in this 
important process because at its core, it 
will be councils and their communities 
who will decide their own future.”

 More information about the Future of 
Local Government Review is available 
from www.futurelocal.tas.gov.au.

Future of local government review is in

The proposed development of a new 
24-hour, unmanned petrol and diesel 
outlet in Tullah, near Farrell Street, is 
eagerly anticipated by the locals and 
businesses in the area. The last fuel 
outlet in the town closed down in 2014, 
leaving residents and visitors without a 
convenient fuel option. This has been a 
source of frustration for both the com-
munity and tourists.

The proposed Bonney Energy outlet, 
if approved by the West Coast Council, 
would be built in a vacant car park near 
Tullah Hall, making it more accessible 
to those passing through the area. The 
development is expected to accommo-
date large b-double trucks and could 
serve up to 1500 vehicles a day.

The lack of a nearby fuel station has 
been a deterrent for vehicles passing 
through Tullah, as the closest fuel option 
is currently in Rosebery. This shortage 
of fuel options has not only inconve-
nienced travelers but has also made it 
challenging for the town to attract and 
retain tourists.

The recent addition of a distillery, a 

popular cafe on the highway, and other 
attractions in Tullah has given new 
reasons for travelers to stop in the area. 
Having a reliable fuel outlet would 
further enhance the town's appeal to vis-
itors and ensure that they have a more 
positive experience.

In the past, some Tullah businesses 
kept fuel cans on their premises in case 
visitors needed to top up their tanks 
urgently. Locals have also been known 
to make the trip to Rosebery to assist 
those who found themselves low on 
fuel. Additionally, residents have faced 
the anxiety of returning home with sick 
children after seeking medical attention 
in larger centers, knowing that a local 
fuel station was unavailable.

The proposed outlet would not only 
benefit the community but also con-
tribute to the overall development and 
growth of the town's tourism industry. 
Many residents are hopeful that the 
development will be approved, and they 
encourage others to express their sup-
port for the proposal to ensure it moves 
forward.

To the Editor,
10 out of 10 to Grant Hodge for his 

recent letters to the editor, as former 
residents we couldn’t agree more!

Not only are shipping containers and 
old buses an eyesore, as well as the 
disgraceful state of the swimming pool 
in Zeehan, but the sad and sorry state 
of the two remaining historic hotels in 
Main Street is beyond words. To see the 
Central Hotel and the Hotel Cecil (both 
circa 1900) in such states of obvious 
disrepair and neglect is shameful.

West Coast Council saw fit to demol-
ish and dispose of an original Zeehan 
home, built in the 1890s, on an unused 
and isolated street and far from pub-
lic view, due to the fact that it needed 
repairs. However, they appear to turn a 
blind eye to these rundown and unsight-
ly pubs in full view of every resident, 
visitor and tourist passing by. If Council 
has this power when dealing with resi-
dential properties, surely they must be 
able to enforce the cleanup and repairs 
of these two major commercial proper-
ties which have contributed to the rich 
and colourful history of Zeehan for over 
120 years.    C.Dunphy & V.Vance

Fuel coming to Tullah?

Proposed site for the new Tullah fuel outlet. Photo supplied by Jenny Bowie

Dear Editor,
As many West Coasters are aware, in 

1970, when Strahan ceased operations 
as the Port for the Mt Lyell Mining & 
Railway Company, the Union Steam-
ship Company gifted their three-storey 
waterfront headquarters to the people 
of Strahan.  The building was held by 
the Strahan Council for the people of 
Strahan, and I believe the people/elec-
tors of Strahan were explicitly listed 
on the title deed. In subsequent years 
the ‘Union Company Flat’ on the upper 
level has been home to many, the mid-
dle floor served as the Strahan Council 
Chambers for approximately 23 years, 
and the 3 retail premises on the ground 
floor have been/and remain home to 
a variety of local businesses.  Despite 
a very small rate-base, the Strahan 
Council maintained the people’s asset, 
benefiting from the additional income it 
provided.

Although in receipt of a 3-mil-
lion-dollar grant for improvements to 
the waterfront precinct at Strahan, West 
Coast Council are ‘negotiating’ the sale 
of our building. Further, they intend 
to sell to a private entity of their own 
choosing, without prior consultation 
with the people of Strahan who appear 
to have had their ownership usurped.  
To add insult to injury, the terms and 
conditions around the sale of our build-
ing are being kept secret.  West Coast 
Council were happy to take the income 
generated by the building, but rather 
than set aside a portion of that income 
for care and maintenance (in line with 
their own asset management policy) 
they appear to have utilised the bulk of 
that income elsewhere.

Strahan residents have indicated, via a 
petition, their desire to retain their asset, 
and a community proposal has been 
presented to Council.  I trust Council-
lors will respect the Union Company’s 
bequest and additionally, honour their 
own policy obligations to maintain 
assets. If Councillors ignore the people, 
then I trust they will not make a bad 
situation worse, by selling our property 
via secret deal rather than in an open 
and transparent manner.
Sharon Newett

To the Editor 
Congrats on a readworthy newspaper. 
I get it sent up to me by my brother 
and always interested in what goes on 
around the west coast being originally 
from there. A couple of things that stuck 
out for me recently was couple of arti-
cles from Edition 23

1. Grant Hodge highlighted the 
amount of dumped metal appliances 
on blocks of land in Zeehan and de-
scribed it as the landfill capital of the 
West coast. I am asking as to why is the 
Mayor of the west coast allowing this to 
happen and why isn’t it getting cleaned 
up?

2. Recent arguments have occurred 
regarding fish pen farming in Maquarie 
harbour. Premier Rockliff is claiming 
that there are 150 direct employees 
working on fish farms on the west coast 
and 350 indirect jobs. In the photo of 
edition 23 I count about 35 employees. 
where are the other 120 direct employ-
ees? Direct meaning that you actually 
work full time in the aquaculture fish 
industry in Strahan.    Patrick O’Boyle.
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Mt Lyell mine opening looks promising

Queenstown’s new ambulance station opening
The new Queenstown Ambulance 

Station is nearing completion and set to 
open in the coming weeks.

Minister for Health, Guy Barnett, said 
the final works on the new $2.67 million 
Queenstown Ambulance Station, built 
by local firm Stubbs Construction, are 
due to be completed next month.

"Our Government is delivering on our 
long-term plan to provide Tasmanians 
with the healthcare infrastructure and 
services they deserve, with the Queen-
stown Ambulance Station expected to be 
servicing the community by the end of 
the year," Minister Barnett said. 

"The station is one of six new rural 
and regional ambulance stations we 
are delivering around the state, funded 
through our Statewide Rural Hospital 
and Ambulance Station Fund."

The new two-bay ambulance station 
at Queenstown boasts improved infec-
tion control measures, provides training 
room facilities for paramedics and vol-
unteers to further advance their skills, 
will help Ambulance Tasmania's call-
out response, and improve the general 
amenity for all users.

The new station will replace the exist-

ing site, which is located at a residential 
house in Queenstown.

Once complete, the new Queenstown 
station will be the third of six rural and 
regional ambulance stations to be deliv-
ered. Construction at the new Beacons-
field station was recently completed, 

The Tasmanian Liberal Government 
welcomes the positive announcement 
that Sibanye Stillwater will exercise its 
option to acquire 100 per cent of Copper 
Mines of Tasmania Pty Ltd. 

Mining and minerals processing is a 
key pillar of the Tasmanian economy 
which supports more than 5000 jobs in 
regional communities and is our biggest 
export product by value. 

Mt Lyell Mine is an iconic part of our 
mining story since 1894 with the mine 
producing 1.4 million tonnes of copper, 
50 tonnes of gold and 1500 tonnes of 
silver before it went into care and main-
tenance in 2014. 

Sibanye-Stillwater has indicated it will 
make a decision about the future of the 
mine once the current feasibility study is 
completed. 

Premier Jeremy Rockliff welcomed 
the announcement, saying that the po-
tential reopening of the Mt Lyell Mine 
would create jobs and boost economic 
activity across the West Coast region. 

 "Copper has been identified as one of 

the essential metals needed in the 
world's clean energy transition, of 
which Tasmania is a world leader by 
being 100 per cent self-sufficient in 
renewable electricity." 

Minister for Resources, Felix 
Ellis, said the Tasmanian Liberal 
Government has provided support 
over a long period of time to help 
assist with the re-opening of the 
mine while the owners invested in 
care and maintenance. 

"Our support has included a $9.5 
million package to undertake works 
supporting the recommencement of 

mining operations as well as a $25 
million assistance package to be 
made available once mining opera-
tions recommence.  

"This package remains on the 
table for a new owner, subject to 
appropriate due diligence," Minis-
ter Ellis. 

The Tasmanian Liberal Govern-
ment is delivering on its long-term 
plan to grow our economy and cre-
ate more jobs, and should a re-start 
of Mt Lyell occur, it would bring 
hundreds of new jobs to the West 
Coast and surrounding areas.  

and the new Bridgewater station was 
completed in May 2023.

Tenders have also been called for the 
new Oatlands Ambulance Station, with 
construction on that project expected to 
begin in 2024. A development applica-
tion for the Bicheno ambulance station 

has recently been approved by the local 
council, with the Department of Health 
now conducting further consultation 
with key stakeholders over the next four 
weeks. Planning and design for the new 
Longford ambulance station is currently 
underway.

Photo by Warren Donnelly
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Macquarie Harbour 
Oxygenation Project  - MHOP
The Federal Government’s conservation re-
port on the Maugean Skate identified that 
one of the impacts on the harbour that may 
affect the skate is low dissolved oxygen 
(DO) levels.

What is happening there at the mo-
ment, and what is dissolved oxygen?

There are a range of factors influencing the DO 
levels in the Harbour such as: 

• High volume fresh water inputs from Hydro 
power generation. 

• Treated wastewater from human activity.
• Rising oceanic water temperature.
• Mining runoff through river systems.
• Organic imputs from salmon farming.   

So, what can be done about this?

For our part, the salmon industry has announced 
a partnership with the Australian Government’s 
Fisheries Research & Development Corporation 
(FRDC), in a major initiative to stimulate DO lev-
els in Macquarie Harbour. 

This initiative is called the Macquarie Harbour 
Oxygenation Program, or MHOP for short. 

The Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies 
(IMAS) is involved as well and will lead the sci-
entific evaluation program, to assess the effica-
cy and environmental response to the oxygen-
ation trials. 

So how will it work?

The research team will place a barge called ‘The 
Wombat’ on Macquarie Harbour with pumps 
that draw water from depth. 

Highly concentrated micro and nano bubbles of 
oxygen will be injected into that water, before 

releasing it back into the deeper, low DO sec-
tions of the Harbour, elevating its DO levels 
through passive diffusion and natural mixing.

You would think that the bubbles would simply 
rise to the surface, but they are so small that 
they stay in the water column, and slowly spread 
around the harbour with the natural flow of wa-
ter currents, benefiting the whole waterway.

This technology is used suc-
cessfully in marine and estur-
ine  environments all over the 
world, including in a major 
project running over the past 
20 years to support Perth’s 
Swan River estuary.

Our objective

Our objective is to trial this 
technology in Macquarie Har-
bour over the next two sum-
mers to test whether it could 
form part of a long-term strat-
egy to improve the Harbour 
environment for the Maugean 
Skate, while responding to the 
challenge of warming waters 
and other climatic factors.

At a minimum, we aim to off-
set oxygen drawdown of our 
own salmon aquaculture ac-
tivities in the Harbour, and 
further reduce the impact of 
our operations.

So, stay tuned as the results 
of the trial will be made avail-
able to the public and stake-
holders as they are recorded.

Our investment

The project is expected to 
cost in excess of $6 million 
over the next two years and 
represents the industry’s 
major contribution to the 

Maugean Skate Conservation Recovery Plan as 
we take the lead to further offset the impact of 
our operations on the marine environment.

We can strike a balance between conservation 
outcomes, and the economic and social wellbe-
ing of regional Tasmania, and our industry is de-
termined to lead this path.

“The   Wombat” 
Breathing 
New Life 

into 
Macquarie 

Harbour
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Breeding centre at Strahan?

Bipartisan support for a motion in 
state Parliament late yesterday back-
ing salmon aquaculture in Macquarie 
Harbour sends a strong message to the 
Federal Government.

Salmon Tasmania CEO Luke Martin 
said the vote was a vote of confidence 
in the salmon industry’s operations in 
Macquarie Harbour.

“This was a rare and incredibly pow-
erful show of bipartisanship and sends 
a very loud and clear message to the 
Federal Environment Minister Tanya 
Plibersek about Tasmania’s salmon 
industry” Mr Martin said.

“Pointedly, the motion ‘rejected calls 
by activist groups to remove salmon 
farming in Macquarie Harbour as an 
unreasonable and unnecessary response 
to the effort to save the Port Davey/
Maugean Skate’.

“The support will also mean a hell of 
lot to the around 400 Tasmanians whose 
jobs and communities rely on aquacul-
ture in Macquarie Harbour.

“Every single one of these workers is 

currently painfully awaiting Minister 
Plibersek’s decision on whether she will 
initiate a review into the 2012 deci-
sion to allow aquaculture in Macquarie 
Harbour.

“I hope Minister Plibersek pays as 
much attention to the bipartisan support 
as she does to the loud green groups as 
she considers the future of Macquarie 
Harbour and the Port Davey/Maugean 
skate.

“As I have said before, there is no 
evidence that taking the easy route and 
opting for a political quick-fix where 
salmon is blamed will help to save the 
skate.

“What it will do is cost jobs, devastate 
families, and shut down entire towns, 
services, schools, hospitals and services. 
That’s why the industry will not con-
cede one single job, or one single fish.

“I thank the Tasmanian Parliamentary 
Secretary for Small Business and Indus-
try Dean Young for moving the motion, 
and all Liberal and Labor MPs for their 
support.”

Bipartisan vote for Macquarie Harbour

Tasmanian’s salmon industry has 
officially signed off on a landmark $6 
million investment into the Macquarie 
Harbour Oxygenation Program (MHOP) 
and called on Hydro Tasmania to step 
up and play its part in the recovery of 
the Maugean Skate.

Salmon Tasmania CEO Luke Martin 
said the Macquarie Harbour Oxygen-
ation Program aimed to improve the 
oxygenation of the harbour as part of a 
two-year trial.

“The salmon aquaculture industry has 
signed off on a landmark $6 million in-
vestment in the MHOP trial, in partner-
ship with the Australian Government’s 
Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation,” Mr Martin said.

“The project will get underway this 
summer, as part of a Tasmanian first trial 
of engineering solutions to enhance oxy-
gen levels in Macquarie Harbour.

“The project is being independently 
designed and overseen by the Institute 

Salmon Industry calls on Hydro to step up
for Marine and Antarctic Studies, and 
implement collaboratively with the 
salmon industry on the West Coast.

"We now have the Federal Govern-
ment, State Government and the salmon 
industry investing around $11 million, 
but there is still one big missing piece: 
Hydro Tasmania. 

“We know that hydro dams have been 
identified as one of the threats to the 
skate in Macquarie Harbour, yet Hydro 
has remained silent. 

“It is high time for Hydro Tasmania to 
step up to the plate, and play its part in 
funding the recovery of the skate, espe-
cially having just posted a $168 million 
profit. 

“I call on Hydro CEO Ian Brooksbank 
and Shareholder Ministers Treasurer 
Michael Ferguson and Minister Nick 
Duigan to ensure that Hydro plays its 
part in this otherwise collaborative work 
to save the skate.”

The announcement of a $2.1 million 
funding boost for the conservation of 
Tasmania's Maugean Skate is a positive 
step towards ensuring the survival of 
this endangered species. 

The Maugean Skate, a unique species 
of ray, is found exclusively in Macqua-
rie Harbour on Tasmania's west coast, 
with fewer than 1,000 of them remain-
ing.

The funds will be used to support 
various conservation efforts, includ-
ing captive breeding at the Institute of 
Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) 
facility in Taroona. 

This captive breeding program is 
vital for increasing the population of 
Maugean Skates and protecting the 
species from further decline. 

The involvement of experienced 
scientists in this initiative is essential for 
its success.

The goal of the conservation action 
plan is to minimise the impact on local 
communities and industries, particu-
larly the aquaculture sector. This plan 
will likely include measures to ensure 

that salmon farming and the Maugean 
Skate can coexist in Macquarie Harbour, 
allowing for the continued operation of 
aquaculture while protecting the skate's 
habitat.

The federal government has also 
contributed $2.1 million to the conser-
vation efforts, indicating a collaborative 
approach to saving this species. 

The Maugean Skate is a part of the 
federal government's threatened species 
recovery plan, further highlighting its 
importance in the context of Australian 
biodiversity conservation. 

This additional funding will help 
support the necessary actions identified 
by the Recovery Team and the Conser-
vation Action Plan, including monitor-
ing and modeling activities to inform 
decisions about sustaining the aquacul-
ture sector and the skate's survival in the 
wild.

Overall, this funding injection and 
conservation effort represent a sig-
nificant step toward safeguarding the 
Maugean Skate and its unique habitat in 
Macquarie Harbour.

Breeding program for skate

Photo courtesy of Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies

Photo courtesy of Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies

The state government's decision to ban 
net fishing at a popular spot has faced 
criticism from West Coast Mayor Shane 
Pitt. 

He expressed his disappointment in a 
letter to Premier Jeremy Rockliff, stating 
that he and the council were not pleased 
with the government's actions and the 
limited consultation involved in imple-
menting new rules. 

Under the new regulations, recreation-
al anglers are allowed to cast nets in the 
waters around Macquarie Harbour for 
only two hours at a time during daylight 
hours.

Mayor Pitt believes that these deci-
sions have a significant impact on the 
lives of many on the West Coast, as well 
as those who visit the area, and he called 
for a more appropriate consultation 
process. 

He also questioned the effectiveness 
of the net fishing ban in protecting the 
Maugean skate, as the species is rarely, 
if ever, caught in these nets and does not 
typically inhabit shallow waters.

Additionally, Mayor Pitt mentioned 
that the council is collaborating with 
the University of Tasmania to develop a 
proposal for a marine science facility in 
Strahan. He suggested that the gov-
ernment could provide funding to the 

university or the Natural Resource and 
Environment (NRE) department to build 
this facility. 

Such a facility could be used to estab-
lish a skate breeding program that may 
better contribute to maintaining the spe-
cies population in the harbor. It would 
also serve as a base for further research 
on this important matter.

In conclusion, Mayor Pitt urged the 
government to consider providing 
funding for a marine science facili-
ty in Strahan and enhancing research 
and breeding programs based on the 
West Coast as a priority to protect the 
Maugean skate species. 

This proposal seeks a more targeted 
and effective approach to safeguarding 
the species while also involving the 
local community and institutions in the 
conservation effort.

Tokens for the shower can be purchased at a cost of $5 each 
from the Strahan Visitor Centre Monday-Friday 10.30am -5.30pm  
and at Macquarie Heads caretakers residence when the caretaker  
is available.



  Hardware Zeehan
For all your hardware needs

Timber, Gas, Appliances, Hardware, Auto, 
Garden, Cleaning, Paint, Oils, Power Tools, 

Plumbing, and much more

Zeehan Hardware 
64716201

128 Main Street, Zeehan Tasmania 7469
Email: zeehanhardware2@bigpond.com 

8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday to Friday - Saturday 10am to 12pm

Celebrations at the Study Hub 
CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY 

WEST COAST GRADUATES – THE 
POSITIVE IMPACT OF CHIL-
DREN’S UNIVERSITY!

It’s confirmed – we have 24 wonderful 
West Coast Children’s University grad-
uates, building on last year’s number of 
graduates by 10.  West Coast children in 
the program have achieved an incredible 
3,849 hours of extra-curricular learning 
this year! 

The graduates will be gowned up, cap 
in hand and ready to receive their Chil-
dren’s University awards on 21 Novem-
ber in Burnie.   

Congratulations to all West Coast 
School students who participated in 
the program in 2023.  A fantastic effort 
once again and a big thank you to the 
teachers and staff at West Coast Schools 
who take on the School Co-ordinator 
role as part of the Children’s University 
Program.  

The Children’s University program 
enables children to undertake extra-cur-
ricular activities outside of the school 
classroom which ultimately lead to 
experiences that can extend their life-
long learning beyond the classroom. For 
further information regarding the pro-
gram please contact  belinda.martin@

utas.edu.au
UNIVERSITY ROCKING GEO-

LOGICAL RESEARCH AT WEST 
COAST MINERAL FAIR – 11th and 
12th November Zeehan! 

The Centre for Ore Deposit and Earth 
Sciences (CODES) will be running a 
stall at the Mineral Fair, with rocks on 
display from our extensive collection 
and various promotional materials about 
studying geology at the University avail-
able. Come by and chat with us about 
our current project in western Tasmania 
on critical metals, which extends all the 
way from mineral characterisation to 
metallurgical processing and mine waste 
management, and of course hear about 
the latest exciting research at CODES.

HEALTHFEST – A FABULOUS 
NORTH WEST EVENT FOR ALL 
THE COMMUNITY - SATURDAY 
18TH NOVEMBER 2023 – UTAS 
CRADLE COAST CAMPUS – 10am 
to 3pm 

The University of Tasmania welcomes 
all community members to its Health-
Fest community day, a unique event 
that will contribute to creating a better 
understanding of health issues in our 
communities. This event is an innova-
tive way to learn about improving health 
and wellbeing for yourself, as a career, 

or out in the community.  
Health is more than physical; learn 

more about sustainable living, food 
security, how diet and exercise im-
pacts on positive health and wellbeing, 
connecting with nature through story-
telling and how marketing plays a role 
in our eating habits.  This event will be 
packed with exciting hands-on activities, 
presentations from our research teams, 
and community members, interactive 
demonstrations for all the family to get 
involved in and the opportunity to ex-
plore and learn more about our courses 
and campus.  HealthFest has something 
for everyone so don’t miss out! Register 
to attend www.utas.edu.au/about/events/
healthfest-2023

UNIVERSITY ACCOUNTING 
ROADSHOW – Cradle Coast Cam-
pus – Monday 27th November 5pm to 
7.30pm

Do you want to know more about the 
world of sustainable and carbon ac-
counting initiatives?  The University is 
running an in-person, catered network-
ing event – Accounting for Skills and 
a Sustainable Future: Northwest Ac-
counting Roadshow.  The event includes 
engaging presentations by University 
specialists and expert insights from rep-
resentatives including Jessica Richmond 
from Sunday, professional bodies CPA 
and CA ANZ as well as a panel discus-
sion: Charting the Path to Sustainability: 
Carbon Accounting Initiatives and Skills 
Requirements in the North West.  Panel 
members include Grange Resources, ER 
Advisory and climate accounting expert 
Dr Leanne Morrison from the Univer-
sity.  

This event offers a unique opportu-
nity to foster collaboration between 

the University, professional bodies and 
industry in the Northwest region.  Don’t 
miss out on the chance to connect with 
like-minded professionals and gain a 
deeper understanding of the evolving 
field of accounting for climate sustain-
ability.   For further information contact 
steven.burch@utas.edu.au or belinda.
martin@utas.edu.au. 

WEST COAST DRONE WORK-
SHOPS – AMAZING! 

Two workshops were conducted in 
Queenstown on 31 October, with 10 
participants across the day learning (or 
updating) skills around best practice 
drone use, along with current safety 
rules and regulations.

Hosted as part of the Regional Learn-

ing Pathways program and facilitated 
by the team from the Tech Solutions 
Hub in Burnie, a number of drones were 
available for use and on display at the 
workshops, with participants able to 
take a look at an underwater drone.

Whilst the weather wasn’t kind for 
ottdoor drone flying, smaller drones that 
were able to be used safely indoors pro-
vided participants with practical experi-
ence around use and calibration.

The workshops were a huge success 
thanks to the support of the community, 
including Sandy and the team at the 
Queenstown Crows Football Club for 
a great venue (and a warm fire!), the 
Railway IGA Supermarket for fantastic 
platters, MIMSO Kitchen for absolutely 
amazing catering for lunch and dinner 
and West Coast Council for use of a 
projector screen.

To find out more about what’s on offer 
by the Tech Solutions Hub offer visit 
www.utas.edu.au/community-and-part-
ners/tech-solutions-hub 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE UP-
COMING TIME MANAGEMENT, 
PLANNING AND ORGANISATION 
SHORT COURSE 

Following the success of previous Pro-
fessional Skills Short Course workshops 
this year, the Regional Learning Path-
ways program is offering another face-
to-face workshop on the West Coast.

All aspects of our lives can benefit 
from effective time management, plan-
ning and organisation skills to reduce 
stress and increase productivity and 
West Coasters are invited to participate 
in a Time Management, Planning & Or-
ganisation workshop and short course.

The online course takes approximately 
10 hours to complete, with people able 

to work at their own pace. The work-
shop is complimentary to the online 
course content and participants will need 
to complete the online course content in 
addition to the workshop to receive the 
certificate of completion.

This will be the final Professional 
Skills Short Course offered on the West 
Coast for 2023 – don’t miss out!  Come 
along to the workshop at the Queen-
stown Library on Tuesday 21 November.

Please register with West Coast 
Project Officer Christine Gray by 14 
November (email christine.gray@utas.
edu.au). Christine can assist with course 
enrolment and answer any queries you 
may have. Registration for the workshop 
is essential!
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The reopening of the iconic West 
Coast Wilderness Railway is less than 
two weeks away with services recom-
mencing on Saturday, 21 November 
2023.

Minister for Infrastructure and Trans-
port, Michael Ferguson, said services 
would initially operate from Queen-
stown five days a week, with services 
from Strahan to follow once bridge 
work is complete in the coming weeks.

"These services are resuming opera-
tions that had to be put on hold while 
urgent maintenance and upgrades were 
undertaken," Minister Ferguson said.

"With work still taking place on some 
sections of track, two shorter heritage 
rail adventures will be offered initially.

"Passengers will have a choice be-
tween the 1.5-hour Lynchford Express 
experience from Queenstown and the 
2.5-hour Teepookana and the King 
experience from Regatta Point Station, 
once services commence from Strah-
an."

"Excitingly, the railway is also pre-
paring to officially welcome the steam 
locomotive Abt No 2 back into service 
in the near future. This will be the first 
time since 1963.

"Once back, we expect rail enthusi-
asts will clamour to be among the first 
to experience the refurbished engine 
but it will add something special for 
every passenger's experience," he said.

The locomotive is the last of the four 

remaining original Mt Lyell and Min-
ing Railway Co steam locomotives to 
return to service on the railway.

Mr Ferguson said the section of 
line between Lynchford and Lower 
Landing, which includes the famous 
rack railway, will remain closed over 
summer while works continue.

"This has been a challenging period 
but with the re-opening on the horizon 
and new service offerings we see a 
very bright summer for the railway, and 
west coast," Mr Ferguson said.

"The railway is a key visitor at-
traction and we are delivering on our 
commitment to restore services as soon 
as possible.

"It is a credit to the West Coast Wil-
derness Railway team that these new 
services can get underway much sooner 
than expected," he said.

To book your West Coast Wilderness 
Railway heritage rail experience go to 
www.wcwr.com.au

Mountain Heights School in Queen-
stown is partnering with one of the 
West Coast’s largest employers to 
deliver lessons beyond the classroom.

Twelve Year 10 students will each 
spend a week undertaking work expe-
rience at the West Coast Wilderness 
Railway (WCWR) to gain a deeper 
understanding of how the business 
operates and imagine what future work 
opportunities in the region might look 
like.

Minister for Education, Children and 
Youth, Roger Jaensch, congratulated all 
those involved on the unique opportu-
nity.

“The placements are as diverse as the 
business itself with students being ex-
posed to roles in maintenance, fitting, 
kitchen operations, hospitality, reserva-
tions, retail, sales and marketing, and 

social media,” Minister Jaensch said. 
“This experience will be invaluable 

for any students seeking holiday work 
ahead of the WCWR’s busy summer 
period. 

“It is also hoped that this program 
could develop into a longer-term part-
nership to support students into mean-
ingful career pathways after school.

“This is a unique opportunity for 
young people living in Queenstown to 
experience work in their hometown and 
build local connections, and to also ad-
dress some of the workforce shortages 
in our regional areas, through strategic 
planning and partnerships.” 

The first student placement started 
on 25 September, with the majority of 
placements to take place during term 
four.

Paving the way for student success

Minister for Education, Children and Youth Roger Jaensch congratulates 
Mountain Heights School students Jaidin, Regan and Charlton as well as work-
shop supervisor Ken Fairbairn and rail operations manager Mark Robinson on 
the internship work being done with the West Coast Wilderness Railway.

Steam locomotive Abt No 2 returns to 
the WCWR after sixty years

Did you know?  The West Coast Wilderness Railway is a reconstruction 
of the 1897 Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company railway in Western 

Tasmania between Queenstown and Regatta Point, Strahan. The railway is 
significant because of its Abt rack system to conquer the mountainous 

 terrain through rainforest, with original locomotives still operating on the 
railway today. The steepest gradient on the rack section was 1 in 12 (8.33%). 

 The line includes the steepest gradient climbed by a regular train in the 
Southern Hemisphere, between Dubbil Barril and Rinadeena.
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MMG Rosebery’s
Emergency
Response Team
does us proud

Rosebery Mine
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Image: MMG Rosebery Emergency Response Team

Mental health
awareness
Rosebery Mine is continuing to
build awareness of mental
health issues in the workplace,
through an ongoing program
run by Industry Minds.

Fourteen employees took part
in a 2-day mental health first
aid course to help them to
identify when their colleagues
or family members are
struggling.

The course is about giving
them the confidence to
identify the signs and
symptoms of mental health
issues and the tools to have a
conversation.

Congratulations to our
Emergency Response Team
(ERT) who finished 3rd at the
annual Tasmanian Minerals
Emergency Response
Competition.

They were put through real life
scenarios including first aid,
firefighting, rope rescue, team
skills, theory along with search
and rescue.

We are very proud of our ERT
which is made up of Team
Manager Wendy Hodgetts,
Captain Shane Youd, Vice-
Captain James Sucic and team
members Matthew Spilsbury,
Marcus Cook, Craig Youd,
Leigh Johnstone and reserve
Henry Nel.

ROSCOMMUNITY@MMG.COM MMG.COM/HOME/ROSEBERYFUTURE MMG.COM/CAREERS

Image: Rosebery employees
and Industry Minds

Don rocks

Here are some fun facts this month about the main mineral we mine and
concentrate here at MMG Rosebery, sphalerite.

Sphalerite is the zinc suphide mineral (ZnS) and it used to be very hard
to spot in the bush because it copies the crystal structure of other
similar minerals.

We dig it out from underground, before it is crushed into a fine dirt and
sent through the mill to wash out what we don’t want. It’s then dried
and loaded onto a train to Burnie. 

Winners of high school photography
competition announced

Students from Rosebery District
School put their camera skills to
the test for a chance to win a
digital camera.

MMG was proud to sponsor the
competition which showcased
photos of what connects
participants with their community. 

Congratulations to Addison
Murach and Deonte Dreamyand
for winning the competition for
their photos of Lake Rosebery at
night and the Main St of Zeehan
respectively.

Image: sphalerite

Image: Lake Rosebery at night
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Unconformity Festival 2023 a hit

YOUR THOUGHTS,
YOUR FUTURE

BUSINESS 
& INDUSTRY

We are asking West Coast job seekers, along with 
business and industry to share your thoughts around 
employment, education and training.

We are looking to build and develop better support 
services for the West Coast and we need your voice 
to make that happen. 

Survey closes 20th November 2023

We encourage any small and large 
businesses to provide feedback

JOB SEEKERS
Tell us what would support you 
on your search for work and 
training opportunities

QUESTIONS? Please email info@wnwworking.com.au
or visit www.wnwworking.com.au/your-thoughts-your-future

*All survey responses are anonymous

From walls covered in cats to giant 
batteries made from Conglomerate 
Creek water these was a bit of ev-
erything at the recent Unconformity 
Festival. Hundreds of people ate and 
drank at ‘Crib Road’ in Queenstown’s 
main street and then went off searching 
the art trail and there really was heaps 
to see and do. The photos tell only part 
of the story.

Luke Jerram’s ‘Earthshine’ 
Photo by Warran Donnelly

‘Neorama’ by Annette Van Betlehem - Annette’s artwork projected onto the 
walls of the Royal Hotel at Linda     Photo by Alan Jennison

Annette Van Betlehem gazing upon her works at the Royal 
Hotel Linda    Photo by Alan Jennison

‘Crib Road’ a great meeting and eating hangout. 
Photo by Warran Donnelly

‘Blue Circuits’ by David Haines and  
Joyce Hinterding Photo Alan Jennison

One of many works on the Art Trail 
Photo by Warran Donnelly

‘Aeolian Dust’ by Alicia King 
Photo by Alan Jennison

Sarah Edens homage to the feral cats of Queenstown    Photo by Alan Jennison

Jasmin, MacKenzie, Aaliyah and  
Anastasia collecting painted rocks    
Photo by Alan Jennison

‘Crib Road’ continued through the night    Photo by Warran Donnelly



P10

Strahan and surrounding communi-
ties are set to benefit from the transfer 
of TasPorts’ Strahan-based wharf assets 
to the West Coast Council.

TasPorts Chief Executive Offi-
cer Anthony Donald said by mutual 
agreement, the Council have been 
given ownership and management of 
the assets as a community hub, for the 
benefit of the entire West Coast com-
munity.

“This is a great outcome for both 
TasPorts and the West Coast Council,” 
Mr Donald said.

“The Strahan Wharf is a regionally 
remote and isolated asset that predomi-
nantly services the local tourism indus-
try and fishing fleet while TasPorts is 
a commercial entity set up to facilitate 
freight and logistics solutions to benefit 
the community and create value for 
customers,” he said.

“The assets are not essential to 
TasPorts functions, but they are of 
considerable value to the community 

and it’s therefore great to be able to gift 
them to the Council for the future use 
of the West Coast community.”

West Coast Mayor Shane Pitt said 
council is delighted to be taking control 
of this vital community asset.

“It is important for local communities 
to operate assets that have a significant 
impact on the local economy and the 
Strahan Wharf is a perfect example of 
this,” Mayor Pitt said.

“Strahan Wharf is vital in supporting 
our tourism and aquaculture industries 
as well as general trade and traditional 
fisheries.

“This is key infrastructure which 
drives the local economy, so it is im-
portant we can now control our destiny 
support the jobs and industries are 
dependent on wharf for income.

Mayor Pitt said existing tenancy 
agreements will continue under the 
same terms and conditions as the cur-
rent arrangements with TasPorts.

Mr Donald said the precinct includes 

the passenger terminal, the wharf deck, 
marina berths, finger pier, little dock, 
fisherman’s wharf, the slip yard and as-
sociated fixtures, plant and equipment.

“The proposed transfer also includes 
the adjoining seabed but will exclude 
navigational aids (including Entrance 
Island Lighthouse, Bonnet Island 
Lighthouse, Regatta Point and chan-

Council to take ownership of the Strahan Wharf
nel navigational aids and lead lights 
throughout Macquarie Harbour and the 
Gordon River),” he said.

“As part of this arrangement the 
TasPorts’ West Coast wharf worker 
will transfer to the Council to continue 
overseeing the important work in this 
precinct.”

Book Review - ‘The King Billy Story’ by Patrick James Howard
Everyone has heard of Huon Pine, 

that famous timber that is found only 
in the west and south of Tasmania but 
what about its ‘poor cousin’ King Wil-
liam or King Billy Pine as it is called?

I have just finished reading a fasci-
nating history about King Billy Pine 
and the harvesting that was undertaken 
on Tasmania’s West Coast.

This is a brand-new book written by 
Patrick James Howard whose family 
have been harvesting the timber from 
this pine for three generations.

The book takes us from the 1890’s 

right through to the present and the 
names within read like a who’s who of 
Tasmania’s west.

I thoroughly enjoyed the read as I am 
very much into history, in particular 
concerning this part of the state I now 
call home.

The sheer amount of timber pulled 
out of these forests is staggering and 
King Billy Pine was a large part of that. 

When you think that so many of the 
buildings and houses on the west coast 
were built, and many still stand using 
timber that was cut 130 years ago it is 

a testament to not only the timber itself 
but that special breed who went out 
into this rugged country to collect it.

This book may not make it onto the 
New York Times best sellers list but for 
anyone with an interest in Tasmania’s 
history it is an essential addition to the 
bookshelf.

The book will be available at the 
end of November (freight and customs 
willing) and will be in most bookstores 
around the state and in museums and 
galleries across the west coast. 
Grab a copy for yourself!

Strahan waterfront from a time long ago
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I'm a jeweller: making beautiful 
things is my passion. I love the stories 
of jewellery, and of the people who 
made it, and wore it. 

I came to Queenstown in 2021, when 
I became custodian of the former Unit-
ing Church on Dixon St. I could sense 
the history everywhere. This curiosity 
led me to the Queenstown library. 

There I saw something that seemed 
to have almost been waiting for me to 
discover it: a magnificent necklace that 
held a lifetime of collected charms. I 
was entranced.

The necklace was that of Marion Oak 
Stage, who arrived from Colorado in 
1895. Marion was married to Robert 
Carl Sticht, the metallurgist who trans-
formed the region when he became 
manager of the Mount Lyell mine, 
overseeing the transition to copper 
extraction. 

The story of Marion and Robert is 
entwined with that of Queenstown's 
earliest days. They lived and raised 
a family in Pehghana, one of Queen-
stown's most magnificent and signifi-
cant homes.

Robert gave Marion the necklace in 
1905, as a tenth wedding anniversary 
gift. The necklace grew over years as 
charms were added to it.

Robert died in 1922. Marion was 
forced to vacate the fabulous Pehgha-
na: it was to become the home of the 

next mine manager. She carried the 
necklace with her; in a way it was all 
that remained of the life she and Robert 
shared. She endured a dramatic shift 
in life, ending up in a shack with a dirt 
floor in Balfour, with Ethel, the maid 
from Pehghana by her side. Marion 
became ill. A move to Melbourne could 
not save her: she died there in 1924.

The necklace vanished from history 
when Marion did; it may have been 
gifted to Ethel. 

It resurfaced, bizarrely, in Atherton 
Antiques, Queensland. Frances Herriott 
and son Nicholas became its custodi-
ans, and she deduced its Queenstown 
origins. Frances and her husband Bruce 
visited Queenstown after keeping the 
necklace safe for 25 years. 

Chance led them to the West Coast 
Wilderness Train, where the patter of 
the steward made the final connection 
needed: a pink enamel heart had borne 
the inscription MOS RCS.

Marion and Robert.
In 2018 the necklace came to Tas-

mania, purchased by the Tasmanian 
Museum and Art Gallery.

Staring at it, an idea emerged. A new 
necklace, modelled upon this old one. 
Marion's necklace told of love and life 
on the West Coast a century ago; a new 
version would create a connection from 
then to now. 

Working with The Unconformity, I 

set about creating a new charm neck-
lace, collecting stories about the town, 
slowly and reverently creating new 
charms. 

I made twenty-seven in all; the twen-
ty-eighth was constructed by resident 
Queenstown jeweller, Yvania Bar-
tholomeusz.

The necklaces sat together, old and 
new, creating a bridge through time of 

STRAHAN, TAS - The Mt. Lyell - 
Strahan Picnic Committee Inc. invites 
members of the public to two upcom-
ing events focused on the 125-year 
history of the beloved Mount Lyell 
Strahan Picnic. This annual community 
gathering was first held in 1897 for em-
ployees of the Mount Lyell Mining and 
Railway Company and their families.

Historian Dr. Nic Haygarth will be 
the featured speaker at these events. 
Nic is an experienced author and 
researcher who has extensively studied 
the rural, industrial, and cultural heri-
tage of Tasmania. His skills in archival 
research, storytelling, and capturing the 
'big picture' themes make him perfectly 
suited to document the rich history of 
the Mount Lyell Strahan Picnic.

On Wednesday, November 29th at 
6:00 PM, following the Committee's 
5:30 PM Annual General Meeting at 
the West Coast Council Chambers in 
Queenstown, Nic will speak about 
his research into the Picnic's 125-year 
history.

Then, on Thursday, November 30th 
at 6:00 PM, he will speak again at the 
Strahan Fire Station Meeting Room.

At both events, Nic encourages locals 
to share their own memories, photo-
graphs, and stories of the Picnic over 
the decades. These accounts will assist 
greatly in documenting the Picnic's 
rich history. The Committee eagerly 
invites residents to bring along any 
photographs of the event which will 
be scanned on the spot and returned to 

owners after only a few minutes.
Leigh Styles, Picnic Committee 

Secretary, said that "a crucial part of 
researching and recording the 125-year 
history of the Mount Lyell Strahan Pic-
nic is capturing the memories, stories, 
photographs, and artefacts of previous 
Picnics through the recollections and 
perspectives of past attendees," and 
"I invite the West Coast community 
to start thinking about their Strahan 
Picnic memories, to gather up any 
memorabilia, and 
to come along to 
either the Queen-
stown or Strahan 
events."

While a 
separate event, 
research into 
the Mount Lyell 
Strahan Picnic 
has uncovered 
the history of 
the North Lyell 
Picnics, first held 
at Kelly Basin in 
1904. West Coast 
residents with an 
interest in either 
Picnic are strong-
ly encouraged to 
attend.

The Mt. Lyell 
- Strahan Picnic 
Committee Inc. is 
holding its AGM 
at 5:30 pm on 

Wednesday 29 November, just before 
the Queenstown meeting with Nic Hay-
garth. The committee invites the public 
to both events to explore volunteer 
or committee member opportunities. 
New members are essential to keep this 
cherished event going.

The Mount Lyell Strahan Picnic 
125-year History Project has been 
supported by the West Coast Council 
'Innovation Fund', and the TasPort's 
'Community Grants Program'. The 

Mount Lyell - Strahan Picnic sharing 125 Years of History
annual Mount Lyell Strahan Picnic is 
generously supported by the Tasmanian 
and West Coast business community.

The next Mount Lyell Strahan Picnic 
will take place on Friday, January 
26, 2024, at West Strahan Beach. For 
details, visit www.facebook.com/Strah-
anPicnic or email committee@strahan-
picnic.org.

Join us as we celebrate the endur-
ing spirit of the Mount Lyell Strahan 
Picnic.

glittering stories and a strong commu-
nity.

I felt humbled and fortunate to have 
done this work; it's a culmination of ev-
erything I believe jewellery can do and 
be. It's a great privilege to have created 
this homage to Queenstown, and to 
celebrate Marion once again.  
Emma Bugg (pictured below at right)

A charming tale of two necklaces



By Linton ‘Harry” Harris

Every month we feature profiles 
of veterans from our community, 
honouring & respecting those men & 
women that have heeded the call of 
conflicts past, so that we as a nation 
can live as freely as we do today. If 
you have a story you’d like told, or 
an ancestor who contributed to war-
time efforts, please email presiden-
trslqueenstown@outlook.com.

Second Lieutenant 
John James Dwyer 
VC, was born in 
Cygnet, on the 9th 
of March 1890, but 
spent most of his 
life on Bruny Island. 
John was a resident 
of Queenstown, at the 
time of enlistment, and 
thus forever linked to 
the west. In 1914, John 
James Dwyer, at the 
time 24 years of age, 
was employed as a 
first-rate axeman, back 
when trees were a 
thing in Queenstown!! 

On the 8th of Feb-
ruary 1915, John enlisted into the AIF, 
as a member of the 5th reinforcements 
to the 15th Battalion, leaving Tasmania 

in May, bound for Gallipoli. While not 
an original ANZAC, John saw action in 
the trenches of Gallipoli up to the evac-
uation of that misadventure of WW1, 
on the 20th of December 1915.  

As were every able-bodied man, that 
survived that hell hole, John was em-
broiled in something reportedly much 
worse, finding himself on the Western 
Front, where he became attached to the 
4th Machine Gun Co, a posting that 

eventually saw him 
awarded the greatest 
of all honours, the 
Victoria Cross. 

John was the fifth 
Tasmanian to receive 
the Victoria Cross, 
ensuring the reputation 
that Tassie soldiers 
have always had, 
punching well above 
their weight. 

His deeds are of-
ficially described as 
followed, when during 
the Battle of Polygon 
Wood, on the 26/7th of 
September 1917, John 
acted with the most 

courageous Valor, with the citation to 
the VC reading-

Sgt Dwyer, in charge of a Vickers 

machine gun, went forward with the 
first wave of the brigade. On reaching 
the final objective, this non-commis-
sioned officer rushed his gun forward 
in advance of the captured position in 
order to obtain a commanding spot.

 Whilst advancing, he noticed an 
enemy machine gun firing on the 
troops on our right flank and causing 
casualties. Un-hesitatingly, he rushed 
his gun forward to within 30 yards of 
the enemy gun and fired point-blank at 
it, putting it out of action and killing 
the gun crew. He then seized the gun 
and, totally ignoring the snipers from 
the rear of the enemy position, carried 
it back across the shell-swept ground 
to our front line, and established both it 
and his Vickers gun on the right flank 
of our brigade. 

Sgt Dwyer commanded these guns 
with great coolness, and, when the 
enemy counter-attacked our positions, 
he rendered great assistance in repuls-
ing them. On the following day, when 
the position was heavily shelled, this 
non-commissioned officer took up suc-
cessive positions. On one occasion, his 
Vickers gun was blown up by shell fire, 
but he conducted his gun team back to 
Headquarters through the enemy bar-
rage, secured one of the reserve guns, 
and rushed it back to our position in the 

THE VETERANS POST – Real Stories of Yesteryear

Spring has sprung!!! Daylights Sav-
ings are here and there’s nothing better 
than the smell of freshly mown grass 
and sunshine.

On the 26th of October, the Honour-
able Roger Jaensch (at left in photo), 
Minister for Education, Children and 
Youth presented the Year 10 HASS 
students from Mountain Heights 
School with their well-earned trophy 
for the Anzac Day Schools’ Awards. 
The initiative from Study Hub West 
Coast was a huge success and we say a 
big thankyou to Mr Bob Cartledge, our 
Vietnam Veteran who participated and 
Mr Linton ‘Harry’ Harris from Queen-
stown RSL who helped the students 
stay focused. 

Study Hub West Coast recently 
organised Mental Health First Aid 
Training in Queenstown, facilitated by 
Mr John Clark from Industry Minds. 
All the participants were educated on 
early intervention for mental health for 
adults in the workplace. They were able 
to gain a lot of information, increase 
health literacy and be taught some 
practical skills to support a co-worker 
or another adult experiencing a mental 
health problem. Our Outreach program 

allows us to provide student support 
and training right across the West Coast 
and means that we can reach more 
people.  Thanks John, your course was 
great and it means more people have 
mental health first aid strategies, tips 
and techniques to support our commu-
nity. 

During November 2023 a number of 
courses will be held at the Study Hub 
in Zeehan. Finishing off the year we 
have Whitecard, Leadership Essentials 

STUDY HUB HAPPENINGS and Wilderness First Aid. There are 
several spots available in each course 
but get in quickly because they are 
almost full! If you would like to partic-
ipate or know of someone, please feel 
free to share amongst your networks, 
or contact the Study Hub for further 
information or bookings: yolande@
studyhubwestcoast.com.au  or nicky@
studyhubwestcoast.com.au 

With Christmas around the corner, 
the Study Hub is gearing up to cele-
brate another great year! Our annual 
barbeque with Study Hub students and 

family will be held on December 15. 
Always popular, we will celebrate the 
joys, hard work, achievements, gradua-
tions and the year that was!   To Study 
Hub students, keep an eye out for your 
invitation coming your way soon. 

As always, we thank our wider West 
Coast community for your contin-
ued support. We are so proud of our 
students’ accomplishments this year 
and congratulate those of you who 
have made the commitment to further 
your education and commence study in 
2024.

shortest possible time.
During the whole of the attack, his 

contempt of danger, cheerfulness, and 
courage, raised the spirit of all who 
were in his sector of the line.

John James Dwyer VC, was subse-
quently promoted to 2nd Lieutenant in 
May of 1918, and returned to Australia 
5 months later.  

Back in Tasmania, John started a 
sawmill in New Norfolk, and became 
active in local affairs and politics & in 
1931 he entered state parliament and 
eventually held several important offic-
es, including that of deputy premier. A 
lifetime of service, from a proud son of 
Tasmania…. Lest we Forget

Queenstown RSL, Open Friday & 
Saturday nights from 4pm till late, 
meals on Saturday, rotating menu. 
Available for functions, community 
AGMs ect, by arrangement.   
Ph- 03)6471 1209.

P12

West Coast ‘History in Miniature’ now open in Zeehan
A lot has been happening behind the 

scenes but ‘Western Echoes’ (see what 
I did there?) is now open in Zeehan. 
This is a series of displays showcasing 
the history of our amazing west coast. 
Still very definitely a work in progress 
(and will be for a few years yet), West-
ern Echoes will give a view into the 

past like you have not seen before. 
Much of this will be interactive and 
you can already drop in and drive the 
train around the old Spray Mine  and 
see the glow worms in the tunnel.

The circus scene for example will not 
only have all the sights and sounds of 
a real circus but scratch and sniff cards 

that give off the smell of popcorn and 
hotdogs. Drop in and check us out di-
rectly across from the Heritage Centre 
museum in Zeehan’s main street.

Entry is totally free but we are happy 
to receive donations if you enjoy and 
like what you see. This will enable us 
to make it even bigger and better! 



Strahan, October 15, 2023 – The 
West Coast Ladies Retreat, an event 
celebrating the resilience of women 
living and working along the rugged 
and resource-rich West Coast, was 
a resounding success. Hosted by the 
Country Women's Association (CWA) 
in collaboration with dedicated local 
community volunteers, the retreat took 
place on Saturday, October 14, from 10 
am to 4 pm at the Senior Citizen's Club 
in Strahan.

This empowering and capacity-build-
ing event was made possible through 
the generous sponsorship of the West 
Coast Council and MMG, reaffirming 
the community's commitment to the 
wellbeing and self-care of its women.

 The retreat aimed to acknowledge 
the incredible strength and determi-
nation exhibited by the women in this 
region, especially those who contribute 
significantly to the mining industry 
along the West Coast. Their commit-
ment to their families and careers often 
comes at a personal cost, making it 
crucial to focus on self-care and overall 
wellbeing.

The program's central theme was 
"Wellbeing & Self-Care." The retreat 
provided attendees with a valuable 
opportunity to rejuvenate, connect with 
other like-minded women, and learn 
about self-care techniques. Workshops, 

discussions, and activities focused on 
physical and mental health, mindful-
ness, and strategies to manage stress 
were the highlights of the day.

Moreover, attendees were treated to 
exceptional catering provided by the 
talented and generous ladies of the 
CWA. Their culinary skills were on full 
display, delighting the attendees with a 
delectable spread.

The success of the West Coast 
Ladies Retreat would not have been 
possible without the 
unwavering support 
of various commu-
nity partners. Rural 
Health Tasmania, 
Rosebery Neigh-
bourhood House, and 
the CWA Strahan 
played pivotal roles 
in organising and 
executing the event. 
Their dedication to 
the wellbeing of the 
community was ev-
ident throughout the 
retreat.

A special thank 
you goes out to the 
West Coast Council 
and MMG, whose 
significant sponsor-
ship made this event 

West Coast Ladies retreat a resounding success
a reality. Their commitment to recog-
nising and supporting the women of the 
West Coast is commendable and deeply 
appreciated by the entire community.

The West Coast Ladies Retreat was 
a day filled with camaraderie, personal 
growth, and a celebration of the re-
markable women who call this unique 
region home. It reinforced the impor-
tance of self-care, fostering resilience, 
and building a strong support network, 
ensuring that the women of the West 

Coast continue to thrive in both their 
personal and professional lives.

As we reflect on the success of this 
retreat, we look forward to future 
events that continue to uplift and em-
power the women of the West Coast, 
nurturing their mental and physical 
wellbeing while celebrating their re-
markable contributions to the commu-
nity and economy.

The West Coast District Hospital 
Upgrade has reached a significant 
milestone with the construction of the 
$2.75 million upgrade beginning in 
November. 

Minister for Health, Guy Barnett, 
visited the hospital this week ahead of 
construction commencing. 

"This upgrade will help provide 
Coasters with the healthcare infrastruc-
ture they need and deserve," Minister 
Barnett said. 

"It was wonderful to catch up with 
health workers and community mem-
bers on the West Coast."

This project is jointly funded by the 
Tasmanian and Australian Govern-
ments.

The West Coast District Hospital 
redevelopment includes increasing the 
capacity of emergency care to three 
beds with a negative pressure room 
and increased access to the Emergency 
First Response Unit. 

It will also add an additional aged 
care bed with ensuite, providing a 

greater level of aged care service to the 
region.

Minister Barnett said this important 
upgrade also provides a greater level 
of emergency service to the West Coast 
of Tasmania through upgrades to the 
emergency department and patient flow 
from the ambulance bay. 

"To further support the emergency 
department, the project also deliv-
ers new telehealth services as a pilot 
program to the more isolated regions of 
Tasmania," Minister Barnett said. 

The Rockliff Liberal Government 
is doing what matters for Tasmanians 
including by investing $8 million into 
the health system every day. 

"We are investing more on health per 
capita than any other state in Australia* 
because our Government is deliver-
ing on our long-term plan to improve 
health services across the State," Min-
ister Barnett said.

Construction at the West Coast Dis-
trict Hospital is expected to be com-
pleted in 2024. 

West Coast District Hospital upgrade Scary monsters seen on the coast

Photo by Warren Donnelly
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I saw these these scary monsters running around Zeehan a short time back.  
Anyone would think it was Halloween or something!



For my second book I’ve written 
a bit of a beefcake to help get folks 
growing their own edible garden – in 
any climate across Australia! Join me 
for a wondrous book launch – with a 
twist. Before launching the book, come 
do some gardening with me and the 
Queenstown community to breath life 
back into their community garden!

What people are saying about the 
book…

“Utterly practical, achievable and has 
the recipe for a healthy life in a mind-
ful environment.” Dr Norman Swan

“An informative and joyous insight 
into how you can grow fruit and veg 
anywhere in Australia. For a gardening 
novice or an experienced grower.  This 
is a must-have reference book to have 
by your side.” Costa Georgiadis, host 
of Gardening Australia

“Delightful, enthusiastic and in-
formative, celebrating people, food 
and place across Australia.” Leonie 
Norrington, author of Tropical Food 
Gardens

“There’s not a thing that I could 
recommend to add,” Jane Edmanson, 
Gardening Australia presenter and 
author.

Edible Garden Work Bee: 10am – 
4pm

I couldn’t launch an edible garden-
ing book without helping to build or 
contribute to one! So join me and the 
Queenstown community to give some 
love to their community garden. BYO 
garden gloves, a shovel, hand tools and 
a garden fork, plus any seedlings you’d 
like to donate!

Venue:  2 Dixon St Community Gar-
den, Queenstown

Book Launch: 4:30pm – 5:30pm
Come listen to Hannah in conversa-

tion with Nick Mahre – we’ll be talking 
all things food growing. There’ll be 
some good time to ask your garden 
questions with books for sale with a 
book signing afterwards. Plus local 
entertainment by The Cone Smashers 
– fun!

Venue: 2 Dixon St Community Gar-
den, Queenstown

Keen to come for both events and 
spend the day together?

Rad. To book for both events (the 
whole day), you’ll need to select the 
tickets one by one. When you head to 
“view your cart” you’ll see two tick-
ets listed – one will be $10 (the book 
launch) and the working bee (free). 
https://goodlifepermaculture.com.au/
product/book-launch-queenstown-25th-
nov/

Permaculture book launch 

Do you know about the West Coast 
Child and Family Learning Centre?  
It’s a place for West Coast children 
from birth to age 5 and their families to 
grow, learn and play together.  Families 
can access support services, connect 
with other parents in the community 
and help their children to develop into 
confident, curious learners in a safe 
purpose-built environment for very 
young children.  The centre features 
a fully enclosed outdoor play area, an 
undercover play space with sandpit, 
water play area and lots of educational 
toys to inspire creative play, and hands-
on activities coordinated by Educators 
(like Messy Play, Baby & Kids Yoga, 
Storytime).

There are lots of special events 
organised with the most recent being a 
Halloween Party which featured crafts, 
games and treat bags.  The centre also 
celebrated Children’s Week with the 
help of a grant from Playgroup Tas-
mania.  The week featured theme days 
– Superhero Day, Dinosaur Day, Pirate 
Day and Disco Day – with the children 
and adults enjoying special activities 
and having lots of fun!  During The 
Unconformity, children and families 
took an excursion to get a behind-the-
scenes look at one of the exhibits that 
featured a giant moon.  Coming up is 
the annual Christmas party which will 
be held on Friday 8 December and 
will include a visit from Santa. There’s 
always something going on! 

The West Coast Child and Family 
Learning Centre is located at 9-13 
Driffield Street, Queenstown inside the 
same building that houses the library 
and Service Tas.  The centre’s Plays-
pace is open from Monday to Friday 
8.30am to 2.30pm with staff on-site to 
welcome newcomers.  Access is FREE 

with parents or carers required to 
accompany their children and stay with 
them while they explore and play.

You can call 6495 1534 or email 
Queenstown.cflc@decyp.tas.gov.au for 
more information.  The centre also has 
a Facebook page that is kept updat-
ed with all of the latest happenings 
including upcoming events and service 
provider visits. 

Scan the QR code for more informa-
tion.

Good clean fun at the CFLC

West Coast Learning Centre

Although The Granville Tramway has been Highlighted and promoted as a 
walking and cycling track, it also makes for a great little ride for small A.T.Vs. 
And E scooters. 
 We recently received a visit from two of our members who have travelled as far 
away as from seven mile beach . They have dedicated a lot of their spare time 
helping with the clean up of the tramway and like to get out there and explore 
these hidden treasures and learn more about the history of the west coast.  
There are people out there that are dedicating their spare time and they’re  pre-
pared to travel from so far away.  
The group would like to see more small A.T.Vs and E scooters using the tramway 
formations because the extra traffic flow will help stop the regrowth and make for 
a better and safer experience.  
This is a multi purpose track and will provide people with an alternative to moun-
tain biking .

Tales from the Tramway

Stunning timber artwork
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Anyone that knows me knows I can 
neither draw nor paint but another 
thing I lack is the skill to sculpt (I have 
tried).

This gentleman on the other hand is a 
master of the art.

I visited Strahan recently and 
dropped into the Huon Pine Shop & 
Gallery where I caught up with artist 
Darren Wakefield (pictured above). 

I was blown away by the works he 
has created and very nearly brought out 
my wallet for some of his art. This man 
oozes timber carving and woodworking 
skills through his fingertips.

Using Huon Pine and other equally 
rare Tasmanian timbers, Darren, who 
describes himself as an old-fashioned 
joiner creates the most exquisite works, 
not only carvings but inlays of birds, 
platypuses and even the Maugean 
Skate. All done the old-fashioned way; 
by hand!

Darren’s Exhibition is on at the Huon 
Pine Shop & Gallery on Strahan’s wa-
terfront until the 25th of November.

You can meet the artist himself on the 
16th and 23rd of November 5pm - 6.30 
pm.

Do yourself a favour - don’t miss it!



After being suspended during the 
pandemic, Hydro Tasmania is thrilled 
to officially restart its power station 
open days for the public.

A capacity crowd of over 170 people 
attended yesterday's (Saturday) Tribute 
Power Station open day and saw first-
hand how water from Tasmania's west 
is turned into clean electricity.

Rachel Johnson, Hydro Tasmania's 
Acting Executive General Manager 
of People, Culture and Engagement, 
said the open day would be the first of 
many.

"The success of this weekend's open 
day shows how passionate and proud 
Tasmanians are of their hydro history," 
she said.

"We had to suspend open days during 
the pandemic, but now they've official-
ly restarted, we'll look to do more, in 
different locations around the state."

Christopher Walker, who attended the 
open day at Tribute power station, said 
he'd been waiting for the open days to 
start up again and described the experi-
ence as "gobsmacking".

"Unless you get down there and have 
a look, you don't realise the scope and 
the amount of work that goes in there. I 
think everyone has got a big kid inside 
them. We just love big machines and 
tunnels and stuff like that," Mr Walker 
said.

Power station tours are also import-
ant to the people who power Hydro 
Tasmania, who take great pride in their 
work.

"Tasmanians are our owners and our 
most important customers. It's fantas-
tic to show them how we're helping to 
provide clean, reliable energy for the 
state," Ms Johnson said.

The Tribute Power Station was com-
missioned in 1994 and named in hon-
our of the thousands of workers who 
sacrificed so much to build Tasmania's 
hydropower system. 

Open day tickets are free, but spaces 
are limited. Subscribe to The Spill to 
get all the information about upcoming 
Hydro Tasmania open days:  
www.hydro.com.au/the-spill/subscribe.

Open day success a tribute 
to Tasmania’s hydro history
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It's been another busy month at the Zeehan Golf Club. The greens are again 
playable thanks to Jamie Mackenzie and his skill on the greens mower with the 
weather helping as well. 

After two months we now have the Tyro up and running at the bar, a big thank 
you to Adriana. Plumbing problems are sorted out thanks to Eddie with water 
flowing freely and no leaks. 

Thanks to Shane Youd for his help with some minor electrical issues. 
The trivia night went well, with over $1,000 raised.
Chicken runs begin on the first Friday in November, with the main game starting 

around five o'clock. Cards to be put in the box during the day. 
Eighteen hole comps to start at 10 o'clock on Sundays. 
Looking forward to seeing golf being played once again
Keep it on the fairway. 
Shayne Douglas

Zeehan Golf Course progress

Tasmanians on the West Coast are 
used to facing tough times. However, 
while there are exciting times ahead 
for the West Coast community, there 
remain certain challenges to overcome. 
The fight for better access to crucial 
healthcare continues, and now the 
uncertainty around jobs in the salmon 
industry loom. 

Tasmanian Labor Leader Rebecca 
White (pictured below) has hailed now 
is the time for the West Coast to get a 
fair go. 

“People on the West Coast are resil-
ient and hardworking and they deserve 
a Government that will give them the 
fair go they deserve,” Ms White said. 

“As a mum with a young family liv-
ing in rural Tasmania, I understand the 
importance of all Tasmanians having 
access to quality and timely health care 
close to where they live.

“I was joined by the West Coast 
Mayor Shane Pitt who knows the dif-
ficulties faced by the community here 
in Queenstown and on the wider West 
Coast in accessing health services.

 Whether it’s a long wait to see a GP 
or for an ambulance, it is vital that all 
Tasmanians have peace of mind that 
health services are available when and 
where they need them.

“That’s why a Tasmanian Labor 

government will expand and upgrade 
services at the West Coast District Hos-
pital at Queenstown and employ more 
paramedics in the region.”

Labor Member for Braddon and 
Shadow Health Minister Anita Dow 
added, “A Labor Government will 
urgently get to work on repairing 
our broken health system, helping to 
rebuild healthcare in rural and regional 
Tasmania.”

“Under Labor’s plan, $14.9 million 
per year will be invested to employ 90 
nurse practitioners, 36 nurses, five clin-
ical nurse educators, and an additional 
rural generalist for each rural health 
facility, guaranteeing that Tasmanians 
can receive care closer to where they 
live.

“These nurses will be part a multi-
disciplinary team, working collabora-
tively with General Practice across our 
regional and rural communities.

“We will also cover the HECS-HELP 
debt for 150 health professionals in-
cluding nurse practitioners who spend 
three years working in our district 
hospitals.”

Rebecca White went on to reaffirm 
State Labor’s support for the crucial 
salmon industry on the West Coast. 

“Protecting and supporting workers 
is in Labor’s DNA,” Ms White said.

“Tasmania’s salmon industry can’t be 
taken for granted.”

Labor Member for Braddon Shane 
Broad went on to add, “Reducing or re-
moving salmon farming in Macquarie 
Harbour will affect workers and their 
families, small businesses, industry 
suppliers, processors, transporters and 
local medical and educational services 
on the West Coast.”

West Coast deserves a fair go



SPS Athletics Carnival 

On Thursday 26th of October SPS held their Athletics Carnival. 
All students displayed beautiful sportsmanship and helped   
others. Here are some of the students’ favourite events from       
the day: 

Abbie- Long Jump 

Cadence - 75m sprint 

Hudson - Tug of war 

Jobe - 200m sprint 

Connor - Running 

Adele, Sophie, Kiya Gr 5/6 
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End of  Term 3 and start of  Term 4 at SPS 

Clarence High School Band 

On Tuesday 24 of October all of Strahan Primary went 
to see the Clarence High School Band play a lot of good 
songs. Here are some opinions from the 5/6 class about 
the band:      

“It was good. I liked Sophies singing,”- Macy 

“I thought it was amazing,”- Logan 

“I really liked the trumpet. 
I'm sad there was no      
recorder,” - Ivy 

Jessie Gr 5 

State Chess Finals 

On the 29th–30th of October, 8 students from SPS  
ventured to Launceston for the State Chess Finals at 
Scotch Oakburn School. They stayed at the Pod Inn on 
Sunday night.  Everyone who went there enjoyed the 
tournament. Congratulations to Jace for placing top 10 
in the state. - Macy, Logan Gr 5 

Freestyle Dance Ministry 

The freestyle dance was very ‘Noice’! All the grooves were very 
fun and enjoyable to dance to. 2-6 people learnt lots of moves 
and stages to more dance moves and chants, some moves like 
open the door and more. -  Tyler Gr 5 

The Big Freeze and Footy Colours Day 

At the end of term three our SRC held Footy Colours 
Day along with The Big Freeze. As a community we 
raised $2503 for MND which is an amazing effort.  - 
Charlie Gr 5        

Nature Pedagogy with Kara 

On the 17th and 18th of Oct we walked down to West 
Strahan Beach to participate in nature pedagogy with 
Kara. On the 17th Jessie, Azarla and I made a team to 
stay off the ground; we succeeded. On the 18th Macy 
was added to the team and we had to stay dry. We 
made a stable fort to keep us dry. Azarla, Macy and I 
stayed dry; unfortunately Jessie got a little wet. - Ivy Gr 5 
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The Arts >> 
Students enjoying a 
little theatre with 
Terrapin Puppets.  

<<Meeting the Governor  
We were fortunate to be invited 
along to Government House in 
Hobart to share our whole school 
artwork as part of the ‘Youth 
Speak Out Program’. Our student 
representatives shared the 
inspiration behind the piece with 
Her Excellency the Honourable 
Barbara Baker AC, along with 
several other schools on the day. 

3/4 Unconformity Excursion 

Term 3 
Cultural 

Day 

Soccer Clinic>> 
Students putting their 
skills to the test in the 

World Game! 

<< Leading 
Year 5 students 
participating in the 
Just Leadership Day 
at Stella Maris. 

‘Let’s Get This Show On The Road’ 
St Joseph’s students loved the performances from 
Meerkat Productions and Terrapin Puppet Shows at the 
end of last term. Both shows had students on the edge 
of their seats joining in and feeling every word and song 
on stage. 
 

Coding with BITLINK 
Our students and staff have had many 
wonderful opportunities with their 
STEM learning this year. It was great to 
have hands on and learn where coding 
can take you. 
 

Outdoor Classroom Day 
Our students never need an excuse to get outside 
when the sun shines, so we took advantage of the 
global campaign to get outside to learn and play. 
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Welcome to the NEW  
Western Echo Directory! 

 
This will eventually consist of five pages, ‘Where to 
Eat’, ‘What to Do’, ‘Where to Stay’, ‘Where to Shop’ 

and ‘Who can Help’ and be THE guide to the West 
Coast. 

 
If you would like to place YOUR message on here 
it is only $100 per month (six month contract but 
invoiced monthly) for the standard size ad seen 

here at bottom of the page 
but you can extend your ad if you wish. 

We can also design your ad for you at no extra 
charge. 

Please send an email to alan@westernecho.news 
if interested in being a part of this directory.
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Mt Lyell Motor Inn 
6453 5000   
1-5 Orr St,  

Queenstown

Open 11 am 7 days week.  
Meals served 11am till 8.30pm 

Bar open 11am till late 
Buffet breakfast $15p/p  

4.30am till 8.30am

The  
Confluence  

Hotel

West Coast-DireCtory-Where to eat?

get ter 
burgery

queenstoWn rsl

Rotating menu  
(and Mum’s Apple Pie)

Available Saturday 
from 5pm

Cnr Cutten & McNamara Streets
Sub Branch 4 - 10pm Fri & Sat

Don't feel like cooking?
We can sort you! 

Pizza, pies, chips, burgers, 
steak sandwiches  

and desserts... 
We also have frozen crib meals  

Come say G'day 
We can also cater  

for your events
Open daily from 9am to 7 pm

125 Main Street , Zeehan
0459 230 458

Wildz Take Away & Catering Molly's Cafe 
Strahan

8 - 10 Innes Street Strahan  
  Ph: (03) 6471 7253

Dine in or Takeaway, 
just a snack or a 

complete meal, and a 
range of grocery items

Real food, real people, 
and always a smile at

Ph: 0432 082 631
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Preston Ridge Free Pork are bringing amazing FREE RANGE Pork to the West Coast – right to 
your doorstep!!!!  We will be in the West Coast (Queenstown, Strahan, Zeehan, Rosebery & 
Tullah) every fortnight - see schedule below. 
 
Orders are essential for full/half pork and lamb – please contact us via email, call/text or 
message via Facebook.  We always bring extra stock in case you forgot to order – this will be 
individual cuts for Pork only. 
 
PORK     LAMB     BEEF 
Full/Half Porkers   ONLY Full/Half Lambs   TBA 
Pork-in-a-Box    NO Individual Cuts available 
Individual Cuts      

Please contact us for more information 
 
DATES  
August   : Thursday 10th  &  Thursday 24th 
September  : Wednesday 6th  &  Wednesday 20th  
 
TIME    VENUE 
10am – 11am  : Queenstown (7XS Radio Station) 
12pm – 1pm  : Strahan (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
1:30pm  -  2pm  : Zeehan (Carpark @ Heemskirk Hotel) 
2:30pm – 3pm  : Rosebery (opposite Top Pub) 
3:30pm – 4pm  : Tullah (Carpark opposite the Post Office) 
 
 
Email:   prestonridgepork@gmail.com 
Mobile: 0492 171 373 
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork 
 

West Coast-DireCtory-Where to shop & What to Do

Delivering FRESH FISH 
to the West Coast every 

2nd Thursday
16th & 30th November

14th December & special 
delivery Friday 22nd December

Pickup locations & times
Waratah - 9 - 9.30am Opposite Roadhouse 

Tullah 10 - 10.30am Opposite Tullah Cottage
Rosebery 11am - 12pm Opposite Top Pub 

Zeehan 12.30 - 1.30pm  
In front of Heemskirk Motor Lodge 

Queenstown 2 - 3pm Train Station Carpark
Strahan 4 - 5pm Carpark - Strahan Woodworks

Orders welcome by text to: 
0419 271 136 

Follow us on facebook
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Amazing FREE RANGE Pork to 
the West Coast – right to your 

doorstep every fortnight!

Pickup locations & times
Queenstown 10-11am 7XS Radio Station 

Strahan 12-1pm Carpark - opposite Post Office
Zeehan 1.30 - 2pm  Carpark Heemskirk Hotel 

Rosebery 2.30-3pm opposite Top Pub 
Tullah 3.30-4pm opposite Post Office

 
Email: prestonridgepork@gmail.com

Mobile: 0492 171 373
Facebook:  Preston Ridge Free Range Pork

Porker packs available.   
Orders for Full/Half Pork  

& Lamb are essential 

Serving the West Coast 
communities of Tasmania. 

Strahan, Zeehan & Queenstown 
with quality pet feed and 

supplies
0407 586 687 

The Esplanade, Strahan
Stormhavenspetsupply@gmail.com

We work very hard to put our 
customers first, providing quality 
on focus. As a community-driven 
business, we pride ourselves on 
supporting the local community 

and it's events. 
We look forward to assisting 

you on your next visit! 

30 Orr Street , Queenstown,  
6471 1025

 15th & 29th  November and  
13th & 20th December.

When you walk into the gallery and 
workshop at Huon Pine Gallery and Shop 

in Strahan, you will be greeted by the 
distinctive smell of  Tasmania’s famous 

Huon Pine and the aromatic oil finishes that 
are used on the timber work.

Then you will begin to look closer at the 
displays of beautiful woodwork, admiring 
the many pieces created from Tasmania’s 

rainforest timbers.
As your eye wanders further, you may see 

some of the in-house craftspeople at work 
or talking, laughing, creating, dreaming or 

imagining.  
There is always something happening and 

there are more ideas for pieces than we have 
time to create them!

Not all ideas become reality, but we have 
fun designing and dreaming.

 

Huon Pine Gallery and Shop - Strahan - Handcrafted Huon Pine WaresHuon Pine Gallery and Shop - Strahan - Handcrafted Huon Pine Wares
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RosebeRy Athletics
 Carnival 2023

Saturday 16th december
at roSebery park oval

book

 the date

photo courtesy of A
lan Jennison

photo courtesy of Tas C
arnivals

photo courtesy of A
lan Jennison

What’s happening  
on the Coast?

The West Coast history in miniature display  
‘Western Echoes’ is still a work in progress but now open. 

Come along and see the dioramas, play with the trains and 
discover the West Coast’s history  

like you have never seen it before 
Opposite the Heritage Centre museum in Zeehan

Entry is FREE

West Coast-DireCtory-Who Can help?

*New homes
*Renovations
*Suspended 

plasterboard & rondo 
exposed grid ceilings

0417 050 068

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

19 Goldie Street, Wynyard
www.gloverlegal.com.au

Call for an obligation free quote
1300 762 753

• Conveyancing Specialists assisting with the sale and purchase 
of homes, vacant land, farms, businesses and commercial 
properties

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estate Planning

• Specialists in all Personal Injuries Claims including motor 
vehicle accidents, workers compensation and criminal injuries 
compensation claims 

Now open in Zeehan! 

GD  
Virtual Business 

Services

gdvirtualbusinessservices.com.au
admin@gdvirtualbusinessservices.com.au

Call 0428761831

For your 
bookkeeping  

& admin needs

Musician wanted to accompany Singer/Songwriter for local gigs
Call Gina Diprose on 0428 761 831
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What’s happening on the Coast?
The Central Hotel, Zeehan is open Tuesdays from 4.30pm 

and is opening for the weekend of the Gem Fair 
Friday 10th November - 4.30 till late 

Saturday 11th November 2pm till late 
Sunday 12th November from 2pm 

Drop in for a drink or two! 

Time Management,
Planning & Organisation
SHORT COURSE & WORKSHOP
All aspects of our lives can benefit from effective time management,
planning and organisation skills to reduce stress and increase
productivity.

- takes approx. 10 hours to complete online
- work at your own pace, up to six months to complete
- FREE for West Coasters not working full time (can be       
working as a casual or part-time) or $149 for others

THE COURSE

CommunityTasterCoursesTasmania

- Tuesday 21 November, 9.30am-2pm, Queenstown Library
- face-to-face to build on the online course content
- FREE, with morning tea & lunch provided

THE WORKSHOP

- develop strategies and use tools to manage your time
for home, work, study & volunteering
- apply techniques to reduce stress 
- manage procrastination
- gain skills and knowledge to manage deadlines, meet
targets, increase productivity and improve performance

OUTCOMES

- registration by 14 November is essential!
- email christine.gray@utas.edu.au or call 0437 841 327

HOW TO ENROL

Regional Learning Pathways Program - West Coast
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Image: The Unconformity Cup photographed by Rémi Chauvin



We play
The Unconformity Cup marks the end of the 
Unconformity Festival and pits the west against 
the rest. The west lost this match 62 - 103 
Photos by Alan Jennison

UNCONFORMITY
CUP
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Do it for the animals

Can you help? 
 

Animal Welfare Centre inc (AWCI) is a not for 
profit organisation that is renovating a house in 
Zeehan for use as a new domestic/farm animal 

and wildlife shelter. 
This will also incorporate an op shop, an 

adoption area and kennels, an aviary and pens 
for rehabilition of native wildlife.

Trouble is the house is a bit of a mess and it is 
hard for one person to do it herself. 

Can you volunteer some time, some materials, 
some skills, some muscle, use of a trailer etc? 

 
A working bee will be held on the weekend 

of 18th & 19th November, it would be greatly 
appreciated if you could be there to lend a hand. 

(we will have a sausage sizzle as well so you 
don’t go hungry).

We alse need a few tradespeople (builders, 
plumbers, electricians, painters, etc to help if 

possible over the next few weeks/months. 
 (you will get a FREE advertising package in the 

Western Echo for your trouble as well).
Contact Alan on 0488 2782 99 if you can help.

In the last twelve months, AWCI has helped: 
43 finches, 4 owls, 3 currawongs, 2 ravens, 3 baby rosellas, 2 cockatiels, 86 
wallabies, 17 possums, 9 wombats, 5 Tasmanian devils, 6 quolls, 9 rabbits, 
3 guinea pigs, 2 sheep, 42 cows, rehomed 119 cats, desexed 174 cats and 

organised house pet sitters and dog training sessions. 


